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Kabariti wins battle but 23 deputies call on him to resign 

House overrides its own recommendations 
to alter government bread policy 



By Hamdan Ai Hajj 

Special to The Star 
THE GOVERNMENT won an 
important baulc during 
Wednesday’s session of the 
Lower House when deputies 
turned down recommendations 
made by a special House com¬ 
mittee on wheat subsidies. Of 
the 52 deputies attending the 
session, only 23 voted to adopt 
the recommendations which 
contradicted with the latest gov¬ 
ernment policy that ended a 20- 
year-oW direct subsidies pro¬ 
gram of wheat. 

’ Bui while Prime Minister 
Abdei Karim Kabariti was 
savoring his victory, 23 opposi¬ 
tion deputies, who had walked 
out of the House's sessions two 
weeks ago to protest lack of tel¬ 
evision coverage of their 
speeches, launched a biller 
attack on Mr Kabariti calling on 
him to resign adding that his 
government had lost all 
credibility. 

Wednesday's session was 
held to discuss the proposals of 
a special Parliamentary commit¬ 
tee that was formed to study the 
government's policy on chang¬ 
ing the means of wheat and fod¬ 


der subsidy. 

The government announced 
new prices of bread and fodder 
on Monday even before the 
Lower House debates were set 
to begin. 


The committee's recommen¬ 
dations. which were read out by 
deputy Samir Hnbashneh. 
approved with some govern¬ 
ment measures but disagreed 
with others and suggested alter¬ 


natives. But when the matter 
was put to a vote only 23 depu¬ 
ties voted for. 

On his pan. Mr Kabariti 
brushed aside the committee’s 
repon and confirmed the gov¬ 


ernment’s irreversible decision 
to increase prices of bread and 
fodder and to push through to 
complete the economic reform 
program. He did not agree with 
a single point meniiojied in the 
committee's report. 

Observers believe Wednes¬ 
day’s vote was a reversal of for¬ 
tune lor the deputies who are 
now divided among themselves 
while the government emerged 
stronger. Deputies who voted 
for the committee's recommen¬ 
dations are now counted as 
among the opposition although 
some are considered as moder¬ 
ates and pro-government. 

While die House was delib¬ 
erating, the 23-opposition depu¬ 
ties who boycotted the session, 
were holding their own meeting 
at the Gallery. In their state¬ 
ment. released after their meet¬ 
ing. they opened lire on the 
government saving that its deci¬ 
sion to increase bread and fod¬ 
der prices will be followed by a 
wave of increases of prices of 
other products adding to the 
suffering of citizens. 

The statement criticised the 
Prime Minister lor the ”irre- 

Continued on page 2 
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• An overwhelmed official watches citizens who gathered since morning W ednesday 
to receive cash compensation from a Ministry of Supply distribution center in Juba! 
AI Hussein two days after the government lifted bread subsidies and hiked bread 
prices. The Lower House voted Wednesday against House committee recommenda¬ 
tions that objected to government measures. (See related story) Photo by Fuad Jbour 


King visit to Saudi Arabia sets scene 
for better relations with the Gulf 


By Hmadan AI Hajj 

Special to The Star 
HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's 
visit to Saudi Arabia earlier this 
: week where he held talks with 
I King Fahd was described by 

■ Jordanian circles as fruitful and 
successful. The visit not only 
removed remaining obstacles in 
Jordanian-Saudi relations but 
also created a clear atmosphere 
of confidence and co-operation 
between the two countries. 

On his arrival at Alia Interna¬ 
tional airport after concluding a 
visit to AI Madina AI Munaw¬ 
are and the Prophet Moham¬ 
mad's Tomb, King Hussein 
stressed that his talks with the 
Saudi monarch have concen¬ 
trated on bilateral relations and 
the need for joint Arab efforts 
towards mobilizing the peace 
process. 

As to the bilateral relations, 
the King pointed out that talks 
discussed means of creating job 
opportunities for Jordanians in 
Saudi Arabia and boosting com¬ 
mercial and security co¬ 
ordination. 

"Anything that poses a threat 
to Saudi Arabia will in turn be a 
threat to Jordan and vice-a- 
versa." the King assured the 
Saudi monarch. Furthermore, 
> Saudi Arabia showed willing- 

■ ness to provide Jordan with oil. 

, Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
i Kabariti. who accompanied the 
1 King, described the visit os a 

■ positive step towards Arab co- 



King Hussein and King Fahd during their meeting in Jed¬ 


dah on Monday 

operation, praising King Fahd’s 
stance in relation to Jordan. 

The visit came up with plans 
to enhance cooperation regard¬ 
ing political, economic, com¬ 
mercial and investment aspects. 
It also increased the possibility 
to provide the Saudi private sec¬ 
tor with Jordanian employees 
and laborers. The view points of 
the two sides were almost iden¬ 
tical on all subject matters being 
discussed. 

King Fahd expressed satisfac¬ 
tion with the outcome ot the 

meeting stating that it was 
aimed to strengthen brotherly 


relations and push forward the 
peace process in the Middle 
East. 

It was the King's first meet¬ 
ing with King Fahd since 
August 1990 when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. The Gulf crisis had 
strained relations between 
Amman and Riyadh because of 
Jordan's position on the resolu¬ 
tion of the crisis. Earlier this 
year. King Hussein visited 
Saudi Arabia, but failed to meet 

with die Saudi monarch. 

Speaker of the Upper House 

Ahmed AI Lawzi told The Slur 
that (he visit is by all means 


fruitful and sets a strong base 
for further Arab co-opcralion 
and Jordanian-Saudi 

cooperation. 

He confirmed that the meet¬ 
ing was marked by an open 
and warm atmosphere. The 
two leaders stressed the need 
to consider future prospects 
and have a united Arab stance' 
in line with the new political 
developments in the region 
and the peace process in 
particular. 

AI Lawzi disclosed that the 
visit reassured what has been 
agreed upon on the agenda of 
Cairo summit last June consid¬ 
ering peace a strategic Arab 
option. 

He added that Arabs have 
one option and one major con¬ 
cern, that is settling peace. 
"Therefore, their stability and 
security is also a main objec¬ 
tive achieved through estab¬ 
lishing a comprehensive peace 
in die Arab region.” 

The visit puls Jordan-Saudi 
relations on a new pedestal. 
Minister of Information Dr 
Marwan Muasher said that the 
visit has ended all elements of 
strain in relations between the 
two countries and ushered in a 
new era of cooperation. 

The Saudi leadership fully 
understands and appreciates 
the Jordanian position on the 
peace process. Dr Muasher 
added. ■ 


Lebed 
announces 
plan to end 
conflict in 
Chechnya 

By Richard 
Boudreaux and 
Vanora Bennett 
LA Times- Washington 
Post Hews Service 
MOSCOW—Russia’s 
new security chief, re¬ 
turning from a secret vis¬ 
it to Chechnya during 
the heaviest fighting 
there, announced on ini¬ 
tiative Monday to end 
the separatist war and 
said be expects more 
powers to try to carry it 
out. 

“There Is no more Im¬ 
portant question in Rus¬ 
sia than that of Chech¬ 
nya,” retired Gen. 
Alexander I. Lebed de¬ 
clared after talks Sunday 
night and early Monday 
with the separatist rebel 
commander. “Chechnya 
is an open, bleeding 
wound. The bureaucracy 
must redouble its efforts 
to end the crisis." 

Lebed’s meeting with 
Gen. Aslan Maskhadov 
was the highest-level ef¬ 
fort to stop the fresh out¬ 
break or fighting 

Continued on page 2 


Israel sends mobile homes 
to West Bank to expand 
Jewish settlements 


By Barton Gellmao 

LA Times-Waxhingron Post 
Hews St ■■■•«. «• 

JERUSALEM—Israel ;> new 
Likud-Jcd government is dis¬ 
patching 298 mobile homes id 
the West Bank in its first con¬ 
crete move to expand Jewish 
settlement in the occupied 
territories. 

The decision, which drew 
despairing reactions from Pal¬ 
estinian leaders, confirmed the 
government on a course of 
renewed straggle for the West 
Bank between its 1.3 million 
Arabs and ihe 140,000 Jewish 
settlers whose leaders regard it 
as theirs by biblical patrimony. 

Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai approved use of the 
government-owned trailers 
Monday, but the decision did 
not become widely known until 
Tuesday. A sparse written 
statement said the trailers 
would he set up "at educational 
and public institutions in Jew¬ 
ish communities in Judea and 
Samaria." the biblical names 
for the West Bank used by 
Jewish nationalists. It disclosed 
few details. 

The government declined to 
provide any information about 
where the mobile homes would 
be placed, apart from stating 
that 100 would go to the 


Samaria College in the settle¬ 
ment of Ariel. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
emphasized school-building in 
public explanations of his set¬ 
tlement plans, repeatedly using 
the example of kindergartens, 
but officials did not try to deny 
Tuesday that the trailers are 
used primarily as living 
quarters. 

Mobile homes in the West 
Bank have historically been 
used to stake out new lands for 
Jewish development, inside or 
outside the “planning boundar¬ 
ies" of existing settlements. 
Most have been followed in 
time by more permanent 
structures. 

Cabinet officials sought to 
portray the new move as rou¬ 
tine—and the least that could 
be expected from a prime min¬ 
ister who is a lifelong propo¬ 
nent of Jewish rights to live 
“anywhere in the land of 
Israel.’’ by which he means the 
whole territory between the 
Jordan River and the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea. But Netanyahu sel¬ 
dom mentioned settlements in 
his election campaign, save to 
promise he would not spend 
much money on them, because 
they remain unpopular with a 
most Israelis. 

Netanyahu’s principal cam¬ 


paign theme was his promise to 
make a "secure peace" \\ ith the 
Palestinians and surrounding 
Arab states. 

Monday \s decision on 
mobile homes follows a two- 
month drought in peace talks 
with the Palestinian Authority 
led by Yasser Arafat. Since his 
election on May 29. Netanyahu 
has declined to resume negotia¬ 
tions on a permanent agreement 
with the Palestinians and pre¬ 
vent :*r.y meeting of the joint 
committees that implement 
deals already signed by the two 
sides. 

On Wednesday, Netanyahu 
permitted the resumption of 
limited talks, but he ruled out 
any discussion of ihe most 
prominent unmet Israeli obliga¬ 
tion. withdrawal of its army 
from most of Hebron, the dead¬ 
line lor which passed in March. 
Israel will propose a new rede¬ 
ployment plan that allows ii 
unlimited military access in 
areas that will be handed over 
to the PNA. sources said. 

A grim-looking Arafat, 
asked about the mobile homes 
Tuesday, gave a onc-scntcnce 
rcaciion in English to reporters 
outside his Gaza City headquar¬ 
ters: ‘This is a new breach fur 
what had been agreed upon and 
what had been signed." ■ 
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[ By Clay F. Richards 

LA Tunes-Washington Post 
Hews Service 

! CELEBRATION. Fla.—No homes had 
been built, not even a model. Main street 
was a dusty path, the school and the hos¬ 
pital only open fields. Altogether, there 
were about 5.000 acres of scrubby, 
marshy, mostly flat Florida land. 

Yet people came 3.000 strong to stand 
around and sec if they would be among 
the "Founders” of the new village, win¬ 
ning the right to buy houses starling at 
5120,000 and going up to S800.000. 

Only one name was needed for 1.600 
hopefuls to wish upon a star and put, 
down a deposit to make their dream come 
tnic. Disney. 

But this was 
no slick ani¬ 
mated cartoon, 
no fantasy land 
with swirling 
teacups and 
cheeiy folks 
dressed up like 
Mickey Mouse 
and Tinker Bell. 

This is Cele¬ 
bration. a S2.5 billion new town for lami- 
lies where Walt would have fell right at 
home and where the heirs to his financial 
kingdom are building a family-oriented 
community of the future—so much in the 
future it looks like 1940s small-town 
America all over again. It’s a kind of Yes¬ 
terday Land with Volvos. Weber kettles. 
Stair Masters and golden retrievers. 

Come November, families will start 
moving into the first completed houses 
and walk down Market Street to pick up a 
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Disney’s $2.5 billion 


‘town ’ goes up in 


quart of milk and a loaf of bread, grab a 
quick meal, go to the movies and take a 
itroll by the lake. Just a few blocks over 
is a hospital and medical complex where 
the technology is space-age. and across 
the village green rises the break-the-mold 
public school with a few million dollars 
of bells and whistles thrown in. 

"We looked at what made communi¬ 
ties great in our past, added what 
we've learned from the best practices 
today, and combined that with a vision 
and hope lor strong communities in the 
future." Michael Eisner, chairman and 
chief executive of the Wall Disney Co., 
said of his "very special community.” 

South of Orlando, Celebration is just 
down the road, a piece from Disney 
World, with its own exit off Interstate 
4. Drive in on one of (he narrow, winding. 
quiet streets tno gates in this community) 
and there is no sign of Mickey or his 
friends, no Disney store. The dream is to 
create a small American town for all 
types or people—from those who can 
afford the S750-a-month apartment over 
the stores on Market Street. to those who 
have SI20.000 for a townhouse on Mul¬ 
berry Street, or to the more affluent in the 
$800,000 houses on Golfpark Drive out at 
the edge of town. 


Celebration is a potpourri or America 
with a Southern accent. Overall, it looks 
like an old-style Midwestern small town, 
population 8.000. The housing architec¬ 
ture is Southern, from country cottage to 
French New Orleans classical. Bui it's noi 
all Southern. The layout of the big homes 
across the street from the golf course is 
straight out of East Hampton. NY., where 
Robert AM. Stern and Jaquclin T. Robert¬ 
son. the collaborating chief architects and 
master planners of Celebration, have long 
had summer homes. 

"You could call it Southern, coastal, 
classical style,” Stern said. “Porches 
abound. We would like the houses to 
breathe. They are designed as it' there 
were no air conditioning, which of course 
there is.” 

Houses come in 15 variations of six 
different styles: Classical. Victorian. 
Colonial Revival. Coastal. Mediterranean 
or French, and three sizes, cottage, village 
house and estate. Disney preny much reg¬ 
ulates what can be built anywhere, but 
there is considerable variety within a 
framework that does not include modern 
or bizarre. 

Although there is plenLy ol Victorian 
lace work and antebellum wrought iron. 


Florida 

the overall mood i.s more folksy than for¬ 
mal. There arc alleys for playing basket¬ 
ball and fountains for kids to run through. 

Stern leads a who’s who of distin¬ 
guished American architects called in to 
design Celebration. The town hall is by 
Philip Johnson, the post office by Michael 
Graves, the bank by Robert Venturi, the 
iwo-i heater cinema by Cesar Pelli and the 
inn by Graham Gund. It’s hard to think of 
any place else where so much contempo¬ 
rary yet traditional architecture is 
crammed into a few square blocks. 

The path lo Celebration has not been 
entirely smooth, but so far no obstacle has 
been encountered that couldn’t be 
resolved by Disney's seemingly endless 
resources. When the original Disney 
World project was hatched 30 years ago. 
the company bought far more land than 
anyone thought was possibly needed 
(32.000 acres), and committed its millions 
only after the Florida Legislature gave the 
project virtual carte blanche development 
power without having to stop to consider 
zoning, the environment and the other 
impediments that cost lime and money. 

Disney has been mostly a kind and car¬ 
ing giant os it rambled over the land¬ 
scape, expanding over the years from the 
Magic Kingdom to EPCOT to MGM Stu¬ 



dios and assorted other attractions. Occa¬ 
sionally, there has been increasing noise 
that the mouse was running roughshod 
over the landscape while ignoring the 
environment. To counter that and polish 
its image, Disney has done Celebration by 
the book, de-annexing the town's land 
from the original purchase and getting 
local government approval at each step 
along the way. 

The school being built to educate Cele¬ 
bration's anticipated child population of 
1.000 was one of the problems that arose. 


Disney officials went to the Osceola 
County School Board and said they would 
donate land for the .school and throw in 
several million dollars worth of educa¬ 
tional extras. The extras were not just 
goodies like more computers and belter 
athletic facilities, but an entire education 
program put together by internationally 
known experts from Auburn. Harvard and 
Johns Hopkins universities. All the school 

Continued on page 3 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 


Kabariti meets Bahraini 
defence envoy 
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SB Pnme Minister Abdel Karim AI KaPariii received last 
Tuesday. Sheikh Salman bin Hamad bin Issa Al Khaliefa. 
the secretary general of the Bahraini Ministry of Defense. 
During the meeting, the two reviewed bilateral relations and 
means of cooperation between the two countries. The Jorda¬ 
nian ambassador in Bahrain. Mr Mohammad Al Mussalam. 
attended the meeting. The visit testifies to the strengthening 
of relations between the two countries. 


Abbadi’s court 
hearing postponed 
iiill September 
B5 The court hearing of Dr 
Mohammad Uweidi Al 
Abbadi 

hu.\ been_ 

postponed | j 

temher. —^ _ *9. ] 

The court } ] 

case was i-- i 

susoended Jf 5k ! 

because mM 

the chic/ Br 4liiSiS 

editor of •» I 

Slnhiv; Al Abbadi 
weekly. Mr 

Jihad Al Memani. is out of the 
country. Both Dr Abbadi and 
Mr Al Moumani are charged 
with attempts to undermine 
national unity. At the hearing 
that wjs due to start last 
Thursday. Dr Abbadi said he 
was surprised to find that hun¬ 
dreds of the Abbadi dan were 
outside the Palace of Justice in 
Al Abdalli to show their sup¬ 
port for him After the hearing 

r.T *cx 


was suspended, these people 
held a demonstration in sup¬ 
port of the accused in Wadi AI 
Seer where he lives. But 
Abbadi says he has a lot of 
supporters. His so-called Jor¬ 
danian National Movement 
includes such members as Dr 
Ahmed AI Awaishch- Faris Al 
Faye*. Shaher Al Rawashdeh. 
Yousef and Ghanim Al 
Abbadi. According to Al 
HaJmh and in a press state¬ 
ment outside his house, the 
movement states that in order 
to safeguard the Palestinian 
identity', the Palestinians liv¬ 
ing in Jordan should be given 
Palestinian passports and the 
naturalization process should 
be stopped. 

Al Qal’a tunnel 
project to start in 
September 

■ The Mayor of Amman. Dr 
Mamdouh Al Abbadi says that 
tenders for Al Qusoor Tunnel 
will start on 3 September. The 
tunnel, which is 188 meters in 
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length will go through Al 
Qal’a Mountain all the way to 
Al Salt Street. The tunnel costs 
about JD 2 million and the 
execution of the project will 
start two weeks after the len¬ 
der has been given. A lot of 
companies are in line for the 
tender, but these have been 
narrowed down by the Greater 
Amman Municipality. So far. 
four local companies and one 
foreign are standing for the 
lender after having submitted 
their proposals to the munici¬ 
pality. The Companies' appli¬ 
cations are undergoing a rigor¬ 
ous procedure. 

Oil, a reality 
in Jordan? 

■ Jordan could become an oil 
state. Minister of Energy Dr 
Hashem AI Dabass said 

encouraging news awaits us. 

He said _ 

indications 
show ihe 
possibility ' ■' 

of an oil , ; 

find in the j ... 

Dead Sea. ’■ 

But this is f , : /-j 

not really ' 1 

news you ^ 

might say. Dabass 
since the 

Israelis say that they have 
struck oil on their side of the 
Dead Sea. which means very 
probably that oil will be found 
on our side too. But we have 
to give Dr Dabass the benefit 
of the doubt. The minister says 


that drilling in that part of the 
world could take place very 
soon. But he argued that such 
a decision is awaiting the 
approval of the Lower House 
of Parliament who must ratify 
the joint agreement on oil pro¬ 
duction between the Natural 
Resources Authority and the 
American Trans-Global. 

It’s all go 
these days! 

■ Bread, milk, fodder. It's all 
go in Jordan these days. 
Everything is going up. 
Where will it end. people 
could he heard muttering. But 
it seems that the most difficult 
obstacle that of bread price 
increases has been passed, or 
has it. Only time will tell, but 
the people, at least the poor, 
have started queuing for their 
bread supply coupons. But Al 
Sabecl . an Islamic weekly, is 
adamant. It says that a latest 
opinion poll found out that 98 
percent of those polled reject 
the latest price hike on bread, 
one percent supported the 
decision, and one percent 
didn't express an opinion. Of 
course. Jordan must increase 
its basic commodities since 
it's following an IMF- 
structured program. But con¬ 
trary to popular opinions, the 
international price of wheat is 
not going up anymore, in fact 
it is decreasing. Israelis -arc 
even being rewarded by their 
government which has 



Ministry sets 223 free 


■ On the occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
Accession to the Throne 
that was celebrated by the 
country earlier this week, 
the Ministry of Interior has 
set free 223 people that 
were held in administrative 
detention. 

These were Jordanians 
and people from Arab 
nationalities who were held 
for petty crimes. Those 
freed were held in many 
detendon centers in the 
country. 

This decision was 
directly related to the ini¬ 
tiative of Minister of Inter¬ 
ior Dr Awad KhleifaL 


Jordan-lsraeli security 
cooperation goes into high gear 

B Jordan and Israel have agreed to work closer espe¬ 
cially over security matters. According to sources, there 
will be joint effort to stop infiltration on both sides of 
the borders of each country. Also, more supervision 
alongside the borders will now become the norm. 

This was agreed upon earlier this week when high 
military Jordanian and Israeli officers met on the 
Damia Bridge which divides Jordan and the West 
Bank. The two sides will meet later this month to 
review the security situation. 

The greater security measures are now taken because 
of the infiltration of Palestinians that resulted in the 
death of three Israeli soldiers. No one is quite sure 
whether these people crossed the Jordanian border but 
it is thought that they came from the Jericho area in the 
West Bank. 


decided to slash the price of 
bread by more than four per¬ 
cent as a result of these devel¬ 
opments. The price of other 
basic foodstuffs, such as maca¬ 
roni. were also cut. That 
should give Mr Kabariti food 
for thought! 

Uprooting 

corruption 

■ True to its word, the gov¬ 
ernment is moving thick and 
fast on corruption. According 
to the Minister of Information 
Dr Marwan Muasher. 63 cases 
involving corruption and abuse 
have been sent to the courts as 
of the end of July. These 
include 15 cases relating to 
customs and smuggling, eight 
cases about mishandling of 
Ministry of Supplies regula- 
r ti6ns. seven cases ol antiqui- 
• Lies smuggling, seven cases of 
counterfeit, four cases of adul¬ 
terated food, seven cases of 


House overrides its own recommendations 
to alter government bread policy 


Continued from page 1 

sponsible and inappropriate 
words" that were in his 
statement. 

The opposition deputies 
reconfirmed their boycott of the 
House sessions in order "to 
safeguard the dignity of the 
House." 

‘This government which 
took decisions which touch the 
very nerve of people’s lives and 
whose prime minister behaves 
as such is asked to resign 
because it has lost credibility 
and trustthe statement said. 

Those deputies who sup¬ 
ported the government at the 
begining of the bread crises, 
find themselves now in a criti¬ 
cal position. With the govern¬ 
ment ignoring their recommen¬ 
dations on the bread issue, they 
now feel that they have lost the 


trust of the people who elected 
them. 

Deputy Jamil Al Hishoush 
claimed that the government 
refused to listen to the commit¬ 
tee's recommendations 

although the committee was set 
up with the approval of one 
third of the deputy ministers. 

Head of the committee, Mr 
Habashneh. and other members 
met with Mr Kabariti twice last 
week in order to discuss the 
bread issue and reach a compro¬ 
mise. However, the debates 
reached a deadlock as the two 
parties refused to make conces¬ 
sions or change their views. 
Habashenh said. 

Attention will now focus on 
the crisis created by the 23 dep¬ 
uties who arc boycotting die 
House sessions until JTV airs 
their statements on the bread 
issue. Lower House Speaker. 
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Sa'ad Hayel Sroor proposed 
that the opposition deputies 
agree on a written statement to 
be discussed in Wednesday’s 
session on the condition that the 
whole deliberations be transmit¬ 
ted on national TV. But the 
deputies refused. 

Meanwhile. Minister of 
Information Dr Marwan 
Muasher said the government 
was satisfied with cash com¬ 
pensation measures imple¬ 
mented after Ihe price hike 
decision. 

The situation is normal in all 
districts and people find no dif¬ 
ficulty in receiving the com¬ 
pensation. he told reporters 
Tuesday. 

However. Islamists who 
oppose the hike are still reject¬ 
ing the resolution calling on the 
government to cancel it. ■ 


Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the 
youngest and most modern fleets, with a large destination list including key 
centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is among 
the world’s Top 8 airlines according to a recent U.K survey. 

Cyprus Airways Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can all be proud of. 
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misappropriation of state land, 
four of arms and drug smug¬ 
gling, and five related to gov¬ 
ernment lenders. There were 
even cases involving forging 
of a lottery ticket and one 
about forging of a work 
permit. 

US military aid 
to Jordan 

■ American ambassador Mr 
Wesley Egan said that total US 
aid to Jordan exceeded Si.5 
billion since 1990. US military 
aid to Jordan for 1995-96 was 
S230 million. This was in the 
form of grants to enable this 
country to buy military hard¬ 
ware. A S7 million grant went 
for ihe training of Jordanian 
personnel. He said that Jordan 
was allowed to withdraw a 
total of SIOO million worth of 
military equipments from the 
American army. The ambassa¬ 
dor said that final procedures 


have been completed for this 
country to receive the F-I6’s. 
Jordan is expected to obtain 
these fighters by the end of 
1997. The planes, costing 
S220 million, will be borne out 
by the American government, 
the ambassador said. 

Jordanian prisoners 
to be released 

■ Three Jordanian prisoners 
will be released from Israeli 
jails soon, according to 
sources at the Jordanian 
Embassy in Tel Aviv. They 
added that there are 15 Jorda¬ 
nian prisoners who are facing 
life sentences in Israel after 
being charged with murder as 
they crossed the border from 
Jordan according to Ad Dus- 
tour. The oldest Jordanian 
prisoner has been held in an 
Israeli jail since 19S7. 


Fulbright grants 
awarded to Jordanians 

AMMAN (Start—The Jordanian American Commission for Edu¬ 
cational Exchange (JACEE), also known as the Binationai Fulb¬ 
right Commission in Jordan has awarded 12 grants to Jordanian 
scholars, students and professionals for the 1996-79 academic 
year. The Fulbright Commission holds an annual competition for 
these prestigious awards to private and public universities, compa¬ 
nies. ministries, research centres and NGOs in Jordan. 

The \996-97 Fulbright research were awarded to Dr Saleh 
Suleiman, University of Jordan, linguistics, affiliated with Michi¬ 
gan State University, Dr Fawaz Al Abed Al Haq, Yarmouk Uni¬ 
versity. also in Linguistics affiliated with the University of Wis¬ 
consin. Dr KhaJaf Al Khreishah.Yarmouk University, comparative 
linguistics, affiliated with Indiana University. Dr Zahra Mustafa. 
Jordan University for Science and Technology, linguistics, affili¬ 
ated with Texas Tech University. Dr Tayseer Subhi. Al al Beit 
University, Special Education for Gifted Children, affiliaied with 
the University of Connecticut and Dr Yahya Farhan. University of 
Jordan. Geography, affiliated with the University of Iowa. 

The 1996-97 Fulbright Foreign student grants were to: Ms 
Randa Salti of the Royal Centre For inter-faith studies, for a mas¬ 
ters degree in international Affairs at Johns Hopkins University, 
Ms Nihad Shabbar, Yarmouk University, for a PhD in Museology 
at George Washington University. Mr Imad Mohammad. Yar¬ 
mouk University for a Masters in accounting at Georgia State Uni¬ 
versity and Mr Zaki Aslan of the Arab Engineering Services and 
Consultation Company for a PhD in Preservation and Cultural 
Resources Management at Texas Tech University. ■ 

Disney’s $2.5 billion 
‘town ’ goes up in Florida 


Continued from page 1 

board had to do was to put up 
the same money it would cost 
to build a school anywhere in 
the county, about $15 million. 

The board agreed, but when 
the bids came in the price tag 
for the building had jumped 
from $15 million to $22.8 
million. 

Part of the problem was the 
expensive design of the 
school, and Disney agreed to 
kick in another $730,000 for 
fancy extras, including four 
decorative towers and a board¬ 
walk. The company finally 
agreed to pay about half the 
difference and the board is 
looking to make cuts to close 
the gap. 

The big question raised by 
Celebration is, can a company 
create not only a Utopia but a 
racially and economically 
diverse community that is 
state-of-the-art old-fashioned 
by spending more money, 
building a super school, the 
most modem of medical facili¬ 
ties—and then mop up any 
complications with yet more 
money? 


Critics say just because 
everything sounds and looks 
perfect doesn't mean all 
groups will want to live there. 
The day will come, they say. 
when there will be the first 
fatal traffic accident or some¬ 
one is murdered, and Celebra¬ 
tion will be just another Amer¬ 
ican town. ! 

"Celebration is the most 
important development in 
American architecture in 20 
years," said Hofstra University 
Professor Robert Sargent, who 
is writing a thesis on a planned 
community in Maryland. 
“Having said that. I like it and 
I don't like it" 

"I wonder ir you can create 
a community by design,” he 
said. “It will be a beautiful 
small town, porches and nar¬ 
row streets ... a town center, 
shopping, nice houses and 
everything will be new. But 
small towns were not as great 
as people think. They don't 
have a sense of privacy. ... 

‘‘Celebration could be very 
interesting." Sargent said, "or 
it could be a mishmash." ■ 
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Lebed 

announces 

plan 


Con turned from pagel 
since Russian President 
Boris N. Yeltsin's re- 
election 3 July. It ramp 
the seventh- day of a 
bloody rebel occupation 
of Grozny, Chechnya’s 
nominally Russian-held 
capital. 

The two men agreed on 
the need for a cease-fire 
and separation of forces, 
Lebed said, adding that 
he had left Maskhadov 
and die acting Russian 
commander in Chechnya 
to work oot details. 

The talks between 
Lebed and Maskhadov— 
two Soviet army vete¬ 
rans—in the Chechen vil¬ 
lage of Stariye A tag*, 
though described by 
Lebed's office as “very 
constructive,” did not 
dampen the battle for 
nearby Grozny. Russian 
helicopters fired rockets 
and machine guns into 
some of the city’s neigh¬ 
borhoods again Monday 
and the rebels staged an 
evening attack on the 
main Russian base a few 
miles to the east. 

Even so, Lebed's sur¬ 
prise visit appeared to 
hold out hope for a break¬ 
through in the conflict, 
which has claimed more 
than 30,000 lives since 
Yeltsin ordered a Decem¬ 
ber 1994 invasion to try to 
crush the tiny Muslim-led 
republic's separatist 
aspirations. 

Without yielding an 
inch on Moscow's daim 
of sovereignty - , Lebed 
offered words of respect 
for the separatists— 
railing them “good fight¬ 
ers” and “fine soldiers” 
—and some fresh ideas 
for resolving their differ¬ 
ences with and relation¬ 
ship to the Kremlin. 

Outlining what he 
called a Yeltsin-approved 
plan, Lebed told reporters 
in Moscow that a cease¬ 
fire would lead to the con¬ 
vening of a congress of all 
Chechen social forces, 
including separatist lead¬ 
ers, that would supplant 
Grozny’s Moscow- 

appointed puppet govern¬ 
ment and choose an 
asse m bly to rewrite the 
Chechen constitution. 
Lebed said Yeltsin also 
had drafted a decree 
granting him power to 
“direct and supervise” 
peace efforts in Chech¬ 
nya, issue orders to Rus¬ 
sian troops there and con¬ 
trol all federal funds for 
the war effort and 
reconstruction. 

Separatist leaders made 
no formal reply to 
Lebed's proposals. But 
Russia's Interfax news 
agency quoted one of 
them— nnnampd —as say¬ 
ing Lebed had brought “a 
fundamentally new 

approach to regulating 
the conflict” that was 
worth considering. 

Lebed said Maskhadov 
was agreeable to the idea 
of limited autonomy for 
Chechnya within the Rus¬ 
sian Federation. But 
Lebed acknowledged that 
Maskhadov does not 
speak for the entire rebel 
leadership on that 
question- 

The Chechen conflict is 
so intractable that Yeltsin 
was able to halt it only for 
a -few weeks to remove it 
as an obstacle to his ree¬ 
lection. But Lebed, a 46- 
year-old former para¬ 
trooper and Afghan war 
veteran who said Monday 
he was “fed up with war.” 
appears to have brought 
new life .to the peace 
process. 

“Should hundreds of 
thousands of lives be sac¬ 
rificed to achieve this Pyr¬ 
rhic victory?” he asked. 
At another point, he said: 
‘All wars, even if they are 
100-year wars, end in 
negotiations. So why fight 
100 years? Perhaps we 
should start with a nego¬ 
tiated settlement” 

Izvestia commented in 
Its Tuesday edition that, 
“The meeting between 
Lebed and Maskhadov 
may well become the 
beginning of a gradual 
change in the situation In 
Chechnya.” But the news¬ 
paper noted that opposi¬ 
tion to peace talks within 
both armies made it nec¬ 
essary to keep the talks 
secret—so secret, in fact, 
that Russian troops, una¬ 
ware of who was coming, 
opened fire on Lebed's 
car at one checkpoint 
His visit had been 
awaited since bis June 18 
appointment as secretary 
of Yeltsin's Security 
Council. But his decision 
to meet with the rebels 
was a surprise. He had 
previously insisted on 
dealing only with Chech¬ 
nya’s puppet leader. 
Doku Zavgayev. ■ 
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The case of the striking deputies 

■ The walk-out fay 24 deputies in protest over government 
bread policies and over national television's failure to air 
their speeches has created an embarrassing precedent in Jor¬ 
danian polnical life. Both the government and the deputies 
were left eying each other in consternation. H looks as if 
both have cornered themselves into a situation where face¬ 
saving solutions are urgently needed. 

On the one hand- ihe boycott, which effectively strips 
Lower House sessions of their legal quorum rendering the 
extraordinary session obsolete, is a blow to Lower House 
Speaker Sa'ad Hail Srour. He is supposed to bring the 
House to order and maintain authority at all times. Bui his 
initial attempis to bring the rogue deputies, mostly from the 
fAF, back to the fold has tailed. On the other hand, the mu¬ 
tiny underlines the tension ihat now characterizes the rela¬ 
tions between the House and the government of Prime Min¬ 
ister AbdeJ Karim Kabariti. 

The two-week old crisis is further complicated by the fact 
that the House committee on the issue of bread and fodder 
subsidies, which is supposed to present iu own recommen¬ 
dations on the government policies, may become divided 
since the government does not appear to be ready to make 
any compromises. The government issued its new policies 
on Monday, two days before the House was to vote on the 
committee's suggestions. 

While the Kabarili government marches on unaffected by 
rising political objections to its controversial “adjustment” 
of bread subsidies, it is not giving away signs of internal rift 
over the issue. Mr Kabarili now appears in control of his 
cabinet defying suggestions a couple of weeks ago that he 
was facing protests from members of his team over recent 
rood policies. 

Mr Srour. on the other hand, would have liked this ex¬ 
traordinary session to have a happy ending. If Lhe boycott 
persists it may well give His Majesty ihe reason to dissolve 
Parliament altogether and give the Kabarili government 
some breathing space. .Surely, with Jordan focusing much 
on external policies at this stage, the last thing the govern¬ 
ment wants is political stunts of the kind now promoted by 
the opposition deputies. Meanwhile, some deputies even 
hinted that they may resign their post to further embarrass 
the government. That too would be dealt with more firmly, 
it is believed. 

One thing now appears clear. The government will not 
cave in to pressure over its reform program. But the depu¬ 
ties may have reason to protest. For instance, national tele¬ 
vision should not take sides when covering Parliamentary 
issues. It did not in the past, why should it do that now? 
Many controversial issues that were debated in Parliament 
received "objective” TV coverage where many points of 
views, including those opposed to the government, had a 
fair coverage. 

Mr Srour had offered the 34 deputies the chance to air 
their grievances in Wednesday's session but they declined 
calling on him to use his right as specified in the House by¬ 
laws to prevent television coverage of the House delibera¬ 
tions in lhe future. Now, that is a little too harsh. A public 
reprimand of the national TV would have sufficed. 

The facL is the deputies 3rc playing a gamble. They’re us¬ 
ing the crisis to bring attention to them and to their position. 
That’s to be understood and even accepted. But what can't 
be accepted is to risk derailing the House’s session and the 
legislative process in its entirety over such an issue. Walk¬ 
ing out is not the solution. They made their case when they 
walked out the first time. But' the political game requires 
them to go back now and do what they were hired tor: to 
legislate, debate, oppose and propose. 

Up, up and away! 

I Jordanians woke up Tuesday morning and saw bread as if 
they were looking at it for 
the first lime! The new 
hiked up tariffs-became ef¬ 
fective more than a month 
since die government an¬ 
nounced that it was studying 
ways to lift bread subsidies 
and compensate deserving 
citizens with the difference 
in price. The same day the 
new price was slapped, the 
government began distribut¬ 
ing cash subsidies to all Jor¬ 
danians. Minister of Infor¬ 
mation. Dr Marwan 
Muasher said Tuesday that 
on the first day 10.000 peo¬ 
ple had applied and received 
their cash rebate. He added 
that the government was sat- 

isfied with the cash dispensation procedures. Now, if only 
the government can do something about compensating citi¬ 
zens for the sudden hike in the cost of such essential items 
such as yoghurt, cheese, milk and falafcl sandwiches, we II 
all be one happy family again! 



Muasher 



• His Majesty King Hussein praying in Medina during his visit to Saudi Arabia , Monday. { See story on front page ) 

Ibrahim Ghoshell of Hamas 

‘We are not an alternative to 
the Palestinian Authority’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Hamas is 
a major Palestinian Islamic 
political organization that 
has recently come under 
attack from Israel and the 
Palestine National Authority. 
The Star’s Raed Al Abed 
talked to its spokesman, Ibra¬ 
him Ghosheh, about the aim 
of the movement in the peace 
era. Mr Ghosheh, who is liv¬ 
ing in Amman, stressed that 
Hamas is not an alternative 
to the PNA and is prepared 
to engage in constructive dia¬ 
logue with it. 

The Israeli right is in 
power, Yasser Arafat is fac¬ 
ing a potential crisis over his 
peace with Israel, Hamas is 
being suppressed hy both. 
Where do we go from here? 

A new era has started since 
Likud won power, because 
Likud is now forming a clear 
regional threat. Extreme dan¬ 
gers arc now facing Arab and 
Muslim countries because of 
the radical decisions of Likud. 
[Benjamin] Netanyahu doesn't, 
want io move on ihe Syrian 
and Palestinian tracks, but he is 
maneuvering to gain time to 
give him an opportunity to 
create new' facts on the ground 
such as building settlements. In 
the long run. Hamas believes 
this will lead to an armed con¬ 
flict in the region. We are also 
optimistic that such develop¬ 
ment w ill unite Arab and Mus¬ 
lims. to confront such 
challenges. 

To what extent do you 
think the conflict between 
Hamas and the PNA will 
continue? 

The conflict between the 
[Palestine National] Authority 
and Hamas is a natural political 
one. a result of the differences 
in the programs of both sides. 
The Oslo program is ihe Iasi 
straw. 

Arafat’s authority is facing 
tough conditions, particularly 
since the popular protest and 
demonstrations in Nablus and 
Tulkarim protesting human 
rights violations in PNA 
prisons. 

What about lhe differences 
within Hamas ranks inside 
and outside Palestine? 

in Gaza there are two trends, 
a pragmatic one represented by 
Mohammad Zahar, and the 
one—being the main— 
represented by Abdel Aziz A l 
Rantissi and Ibrahim Maqad- 


Ghosheh 


meh. The last 
two are in PNA’s 
prisons. Recently 
members of the 
pragmatic trend 
travelled to the 
West Bank to 
convince the 
Hamas leader¬ 
ship to slop its 
military opera¬ 
tions. Arafat’s 
experience in 
cracking down 
on Palestinian 
factions in the 
last 25 year, is 
being practiced 
on Hamas. Mr 
Arafat and .Al 
Tayeb Abdelra- 
heem are respon¬ 
sible for the 
Hamas file in the 
PNA. They arc 
trying io corrupt 
the position of 
Shiekh Ahmad 
Yassin and force him to stand 
with Lhe pragmatists. He 
refused the idea to stop resis¬ 
tance against occupation. 
Shiekh Yassin however, agreed 
to start a dialogue with the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority to avoid any 
inter-Palestinian conflict. In a 
letter io the Hamas leadership 
outside. Shiekh Yassin said that 
he would adhere to the Shura 
council decisions. This was 
violated by the pragmatic trend. 

Are you ready to open a 
new chapter of dialogue 
between Hamas and the 
PNA? 

Hamas is not against dia¬ 
logue. whether it is internal 
[within Hamas] or with the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority, but it is 
illogical to create a dialogue 
with the Authority while there 
are 1000 Hamas prisoners in 
PNA jails, and it is illogical to 
have a dialogue with the 
Authority while it is violating 
human rights everyday. 

Rut there is a wide ideolog¬ 
ical gap between you and the 
PNA. How are you going to 
Find common ground? Some 
say Hamas ls presenting itself 
as'alternative to the PLO. Is 
this true? 

Efforts at dialogue between 
Hamas and PLO or Fatah have 
been tried for the last seven 
years but failed. Hamas never 
presented itself as an alterna¬ 
tive to the PLO. and we do not 
present ourselves as an alterna¬ 
tive to the Palestine National 



Authority now. Hamas sees 
itscll as an important strata 
within the Palestinian people. 
It has roots everywhere, inside 
and outside Palestine. 

The political differences 
between Hamas and the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority make it impos¬ 
sible to find common bases. 
Concerning the ideological dif¬ 
ference. Hamas is fighting lo 
liberate Palestine and to estab¬ 
lish an Islamic Palestinian 
state, while Fatah {the main¬ 
stream of the PLO| is a secular 
movement. This ideological 
difference. Hamas believes, 
should express itself inside a 
democratic parliament within a 
pluralist system. Unfortunately 
this did not happen. The pervi- 
ous Palestinian National Coun¬ 
cil and the recent Palestinian 
Legislative Council are a crea¬ 
tion ol one person. Arafat. 

We have always called for a 
democratic parliament that rep¬ 
resents all Palestinians, inside 
and outside. It should bo 
elected freely and democrati¬ 
cally. and we promise to 
respect the choice of the 
people. 

How do you see the future 
of the Hamas-Israeti conflict? 

Hamas believes, strategi¬ 
cally. there is no difference 
between the Palestinian land 
that was occupied in 1948 and 
the land occupied in 1967. the 
only difference is 20 years of 
Lime. Our interim program 
allows us to first liberate the 
occupied territories that was 


occupied in 1967 including 
Jerusalem However, this 
would be conditional to the 
fact that wc don’t recognize the 
Zionist entity. 

Wc believe that the road to 
liberation is long, we have to 
first return the Palestinian deci¬ 
sion to the Palestinian people, 
which is held by an elitist 
leadership. 

We want the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple to stand on their feet and 
defend their land. We do recog¬ 
nize that (he Palestinian cause 
may not be solved within one 
or two decades. 

We believe that there is no 
Arab regime that can extract 
Jerusalem from the Zionists, 
whether Likud or Labor, and 
none can force the right of 
return of the Palestinians to 
their land, it is only the power 
of resistance that can do that. 
That's why Hamas is facing 
repression to kill its spirit of 
resistance. 

Hamas is blamed for the 
economic deterioration in the 
West Bank and Gaza. This 
came about because of the 
200-day Israeli closure of the 
territories after Hamas car¬ 
ried out its suicide attacks. 
How do you respond to that? 

The greater crime is turning 
the Palestinian people into 
slaves in the Jewish economy. 
For the past three decades huge 
amounts of money were chan¬ 
neled for the building of-Phks- 
tinian infrastructure in the 
West Bank and Gaza—to make 
Palestinians depend on them¬ 
selves. What happened to this 
money? 

Secondly, closure is not a 
result of the martyrdom opera¬ 
tions, sometimes Israel 
imposes closure for some Jew¬ 
ish fears, it is an old Jewish 
policy. 

Arc you going to continue 
the suicide operations against 
Israel? 

It is a martyrdom operations 
not suicide operations. In a 
fai*Q. more than 25 Sharia’ 
scholars in Jordan said these 
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By Rued Al Abed 



It is raining bullets, watch out! 

Proudly!? We are forced to add one more season to the 
four that are already imposed upon us—the season of shoot¬ 
ing in the air. This season starts in early May till the end of 
October. It 
is the time 
of the Taw- 
jihi results 
and wed¬ 
ding panics. 

During 
these 

months, you 
have to 
stick to the 
following: 

Watch your 
head, use all 
protection 
measures 

like block- _ , , ,, 

ing your Guns must be bannedf 
windows 

with cement!, whilst accommodating yourself to the heat 
waves that the country is going through; don't even think of 
spending the night on your roof, its a bad habit. 

Ol course, we can't ask you not to so to a friend's wed¬ 
ding but u c suggest that you go wrih a helmet and an 
armored shin, or to write your will. These suggestions arc 
based on true to life experiences. 

Shooting is an accepted social phenomenon that is prac¬ 
ticed by everybody during a happy occasion. Such celebra- ’ 
lions have been turned into armed shows, something v.c 
missed during the last three decades of the Arab-Israeli 
conflicts. 

This summer is no different from the rest. People 3rc turn¬ 
ing our skies into a shooting practice, and it is purely for 
their own pleasure. Masochistic, may be not. but bullet 
showers, there are. So watch out. What is worrying is that 
innocent victims turn out to he the targets through non other 
than accidents. Frequently, it is the father or the son that 
happens to be firing widely in mid-air. 

We continue [o read and hear stories about this "armed 
struggle" against the air. A woman was cooking her family’s 
supper in the kitchen, and suddenly gave her Iasi breath 
because of astray bullet that cracked the glazed-window 
went straight into her chest. 

A sniper can hardly do it, hut recklessness always misses 
the target! An old-man escaped the no-air atmosphere, and 
preferred to sleep on the roof, enjoying the cold breeze there. 
But with no excuse, a bullet, directly hit his stomach, he sur¬ 
vived for few days, then passed away. Who did it? There 
were three wedding celebrations in the area, the three were 
exchanging gun-fire, showing off who is the best in shelling 
the sky; they can hardly believe that the sky is bigger than a 
target shoot. But the shoot has inevitably become against 
humans and not the sky through reckless and astray bullets. 

"I thought it was a falling star tmeteor), it punctured the 
from door wooden umbrella, just few centimeters in front of 
my feci, there were other kids too. everybody was in panic, 
it was like God's fury. One relative screamed, having caught 
a shrapnel between his fingers, it is an M16 bullet." one told 
The Star. "The source of the bullet was a mount area where 
celebrations were going on like crazy." 

Frankly speaking, the Ministry of Interior has failed to 
stop or even lessen this non-stop war with air. Wc are sure 
that the concerned authorities read the reports on this case. 
Do you know that some times shooting in the air happens 
near a police station. Yes. the police arrested the groom in 
that case but he was latter released. 

So the phenomenon is becoming wider and wider, stand¬ 
ing with arms folded solves nothing, every victim should he 
the responsibility of the concerned authorities. 


arc martyrdom operations, 
based on religious sources. No 
Shari'a scholars in the world 
said the opposite. 

Martyrdom operations are 
implemented by the military 
wing of Hamas. Kata'ib l/zed- 
din Al Qassam The political 
wine is totally separate from 
the military wing. I am the 
spokesman of the political 
wing. I can say that till now 
there is no change or amend¬ 
ment to the strategic program 
of Kata’ib Izzeddin Al Qassam 
or Hamas movement. This is 
despite ihe fact that there arc 
4000 Hamas supporters in 
Israeli jails and 1000 others in 
prisons of the PNA. 

The PNA has criticized 
Jordan because of what it 
claims is the presence of 
Hamas on its territories— 

The accusation of the PNA 
against Jordan particularly dur¬ 
ing Sharm Al Sheikh summit 
are lies. Even those young peo¬ 


ple who were arrested in Jor¬ 
dan before and after the sum¬ 
mit didn’t face trial; they were 
all released- there was not a 
single evidence lying these 
people to Hamas military acti¬ 
vists inside Palestine: these 
facts refute all of Arafat’s 
claims. 

Hamas is represented in Jor¬ 
dan since the beginning of the 
Intifada, all our activities here 
are of an informative nature. 
They concentrate on the Pales¬ 
tinian cause and the vision of 
the Palestinian Islamic move¬ 
ment concerning this cause. 

Hamas docs not inter I ere in 
the internal al fairs of Jordan. Ii 
has no military activities here. 
Also wc are not the only Pales¬ 
tinian faction in Jordan which 
expresses its position. There 
arc other non-Palestinian oppo¬ 
sition panics in Iordan. 

We hope th.it (he Jordanian 
government will not submit in 
pressures ol the Palestine 
National Authority. ■ 
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"Itold you to be careful - you know bow excitable These earthlings are!” 



Light at the end of the tunnel 


THE GOVERNMENT emerged at the top, Wednesday, after the Lower House vot¬ 
ed against measures proposed by its own deputies to dampen the effects of ending 
wheat subsidies which also hiked the price of bread and fodder in Jordan. 

While 23 deputies boycotted the session, only 23 of the 52 deputies attending 
voted for the recommendations proposed by a special parliamentary committee 
whose findings disagreed with the government’s measures. The motion was not 
carried. 

Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti has managed to overcome a suspicious 
public and a hostile Lower House to end more than 20 years of government subsi¬ 
dies of wheat and fodder effectively raising the price of bread by more than 200%. 
The government began immediately to hand out cash allowances to citizens to 
compensate them for the rise. 

The government says the move was necessary as part of Jordan's commitment to 
economic reform and that while the move was to be made sooner or later, the gov¬ 
ernment never intended to compromise people's basic right to bread. But Mr Kaba¬ 
riti was uncompromising with the legislators who were looking for a face-saving 
formula that would make them look good in front of the electorate. The Prime Min¬ 
ister denied them that luxury and now both will bear the result of the latest deci¬ 


sion. 


One has to applaud, even if one disagrees, Mr Kabariti's way of managing the 
crisis. He has put a lot on the table to pass this controversial decision including the 
popularity and credibility of his government. But it is too early to proclaim him or 
his government as winners. 

The economic and social impacts of the new measures on Jordanians remain to 
be seen. One thing is certain though, the price hike will not be limited to bread but 
is already affecting other basic commodities such as dairy products, eggs and meat. 
The impact of these increases on Jordanians will not be easy or temporary. Jordani¬ 
ans should brace themselves for a rise in the cost of living affecting almost every¬ 
thing. It is here that the real challenge for the Kabariti government lies. 

But with Mr Kabariti lifting subsidies, the word is an anathema for World Bank 
and IMF officials and experts, he should expect some confidence-building rewards 
from foreign financiers. We join him in that expectation. 

We say this as we remind the Kabariti government that the Jordanian economy is 
still reeling from the effects of economic recession that has affected the industrial 
and financial sectors in particular. Unemployment and poverty are two socio¬ 
economic obstacles that the Kabariti government has yet to overcome. Social im¬ 
balances in the country would derail the economic adjustment program and with it 
the sacrifices of so many years. People need to see an improvement in their living 
standard—they need to be convinced that there is a light at the end of the tunnel. ■ 



• Egyptian President Husni Mubarak meets Palestinian President Yassir Arafat, Satur¬ 
day. The meeting, which took place in Cairo, focused on devising a strategy to counter 
the Israeli intent to continue with the budding of settlements on the West Bank. 
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The Ideals of Ancient 
Greece were alive and 


well in Atlanta 


By Sir Peter Ustinov 


THE ATLANTA Olympics are 
over and patriotism can safely 
subside once more to the nor¬ 
mal level of cows, both mad 
and holy. And there is room for 
programs on television other 
than endless shots from a varie¬ 
ty of angles of hurdlers ap¬ 
proaching the same hurdle or 
female athletes on the podium 
being kissed by elderly gentle¬ 
men of immense distinction. 

The event was engineered as 
a huge public relations exercise 
for the US which was foreseea¬ 
ble once Atlanta won the right 
to organize for the US. the 
event. However, the human 
spirit unadulterated by purely 
commercial considerations, 
was as manifest as ever in 
many little subtleties which 
emerged despite the hype and 
the glitz. 

One proof of its undying 
presence was the respect — 
and consideration of ath¬ 
letes for each other irre¬ 
spective of the loyalties 
proclaimed on their outfits. 

In that sense at least, the 
ideals of Ancient Greece 
and of Baron de Coubertin 
were attained and kept 
alive. 

The amused surprise 
and applause of the Bul¬ 
garian high jumper Kos- 
tadinova when a rival un¬ 
expectedly cleared a 
height hitherto reserved 
only for herself was typi¬ 
cal of the elegance with 
which the competitors neu¬ 
tralized the chauvinism 
shown by commentators. 


lie. since even when clothed, it 
is sometimes difficult to identi¬ 
fy the runners. One can also 
imagine some of the confusions 
among competitors inherent in 
a nude relay race. 

There have been many 
changes, not all of them for the 
better. A robust American 
newscaster, doing what was ex¬ 
pected of him. declared with 
evident satisfaction that Ameri¬ 
ca had swept the board as far as 
medals were concerned, men¬ 
tioning figures which were cor¬ 
rect on the morning of 5 Au¬ 
gust: i'USA 43 Gold. 32 Silver. 
25 Bronze, making a 100 in all. 
There isn't a nation in God's 
green earth that can stand up to 
us.” 

He was right, of course. The 
late Soviet Union would, how¬ 
ever, have gained 40 Gold. 37 
Silver and 42 Bronze in the 
same period, making 119 in all. 


vide the ambience of a holiday 
pastime. 

Tennis does not really strike 
an entirely convincing note as 
an Olympic sport If it carried 
with it an age limit as soccer 
does, it would already serve to 
sharpen its image. But as it is, 
most of the leading lights are 
mysteriously injured at the time 
of the roll call. The finals, 

played before a wildly partisan 
crowd and with no fewer 

doubtful decisions than usual, 

hardly do credit to either the 
game or the Olympic ideal. • 

Olympic soccer, with its age 
limit of 23 creates intense inter¬ 
est as a fascinating early 

glimpse of future achievement. 
Nigeria's victory was immense¬ 
ly stimulating, a far cry from 
the stultifying series of penalty 
shootouts in the Euro 96 cham¬ 
pionships which were more in¬ 
dicative of a fear of losing than 



Ustinov 


The event was engineered as a huge 
public relations exercise for the US 
which was foreseeable once Atlanta won 
the right to organize for the US, the 
event. However, the human spirit, 
unadulterated by purely commercial 
considerations, was as manifest as ever 
in many little subtleties which emerged 
despite the hype and the glitz. 


and often by the public. Admit¬ 
tedly the smile faded from 
Kostadinova's handsome fea¬ 
tures. and she immediately 
jumped a little bit higher than 
her rival in order to claim the 
Gold. The smile returned at 
that moment. 

Of course, in the days of the 
first Olympiad, the effects of 
jingoism were avoided by the 
fact that they were all Greek, 
another fact to be taken into 
consideration is that, if the evi¬ 
dence of vases is to be heeded, 
they all ran naked. 

If this habit persisted today, 
it would tend to dampen the 
wilder enthusiasm of the pub- 


More remarkable still, the Eu¬ 
ropean Union won a total of 


229 medals, 75 of these Gold. 
France. German and Italy alone 
won between them an astonish¬ 
ing 48 Gold, 35 Silver and 54 
Bronze—137 medals in all. 

This proves nothing nor is iL 
meant to. but it does correct 
certain impressions left by the 
rabid media coverage. 

Speaking personally. 1 won¬ 
der if certain sports really have 
any place in these international 
jamborees. The peculiar form 
of handball one normally only 
sees on beaches in the summer 
was actually played on sand at 
Atlama—presumably to pro- 


a will to win. 

The magic historically asso¬ 
ciated with Brazil, ironically 
contributed to Brazil's defeat in 
the semifinals, when it showed 
up in pristine from in the shape 
of a sublime choreography with 
its roots in Africa. 

The defeat of Argentina in 
the finals was perhaps not quite 
as extraordinary, but it was 
nevertheless a blast of fresh air 
into the fetid atmosphere of 
professional football. Yet an¬ 
other function of these Games 
is to banish the dead weight of 
politics from the consciousness 
of mankind for a brief moment, 
and to make that moment live 


in memory. Like culture, sport 
is an influence for equity and 
balance in its own right. As 
such, it must be allowed its 
head and not be tampered with. 

Today, our appreciation of 
Nigeria’s inspired young foot- 
bailers is' untar¬ 
nished by the 
knowledge of a sin¬ 
ister government of 
military men in the 
background, as in¬ 
tractable and rough 
as are all such ad¬ 
ministrations the 
world over. With 
the erosion of time, 
the footballers will 
do more good than 
the generals can do 
harm. And is it not 
wonderful to greet 
South Africa as vic¬ 
tor in the marathon, 
a discipline for 
which their dramat¬ 
ic historv seems to 


have prepared them. 

After President Mandela’s 
26 years in prison, it is fit for 
them to make their mark in the 
marathon to celebrate their jov-. 
ouss re-entry into the brother¬ 
hood of man. 

And again, how splendid that 
an athlete from Burandi should 
win a medal, and that the inad¬ 
missibility of this tragic nation 
because it possessed no Olym¬ 
pic committee should have 
been overriden by compassion 
and common sense. ■ 
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An Israeli opinion 


Shoring up Arafat 


MOSHE ZAK 


LAST WEEK'S unti-PaJestinian 
police rioting in Nablus and 
Tulkarm and the violent protests 
against the Palestinian Authori¬ 
ty's reign of terror in the areas 
under its rule present Israel with 
a dilemma: Should it rush to 
shore up Arafat’s shaky rep me? 

We've already helped Arafat 
out. Back at the beginning of the 
year we came up with a solution 
to the problem of Arabs resident 
in Jerusalem—sovereign Israeli 
territory—participating in elec¬ 
tions to the PA. The government 
agreed that Palestinians living in 
the capital could be elected to 
the PA council, on condition 
that they had a second address 
outside Jerusalem. 

This creative solution solved 
a very thorny problem for Ara¬ 
fat. but it is currently giving 
Benjamin Netanyahu quite a 
headache in the shape of PA 
council member Khattem Ab¬ 
del Khader. 

Last week Khader opened an 
office in his home in the Jerusa¬ 
lem suburb of Beit Hanina. in 
contravention of the Oslo 
agreement. On receiving a clo¬ 
sure order from the Israeli au¬ 
thorities he claimed it was his 
sole residence—in other words, 
he admitted having falsely de¬ 
clared that he had” another ad¬ 
dress outside Jerusalem, ena¬ 
bling himself on this basis to be 
elected to the PA. 

In the atmosphere of mount¬ 
ing opposition now manifest 
within the PA council the rebel¬ 
lious Khader rejected Arafat's 
proposal that he close down his 
office so as not to rock the boat 
over Hebron. 

This isn't the only case where 
Israel has woven itself a tangled 
web out of a wish to help Ara¬ 
fat. 

Its desire to provide the PA 
with economic aid caused a dis¬ 
agreement with the Jordanian 
government last year. When Is¬ 
rael promised Jordan that it 
would permit $30 million of sur¬ 
plus Jordanian exports a year 
into Gaza and the West Bank, 
the Palestinian chambers of 
commerce blocked implementa¬ 
tion of the agreement. 

And later when Israel signed 
an economic agreement with the 
PA providing for a free trade 
zone, there were problems with 


Jordan. 

Last week the prime minister 
himself was involved in paper¬ 
ing over the cracks between our 
agreements with Jordan and the 
PA. 

Arafat's future looks shaky 
just now. 

Need Israel worry about it? 

Netanyahu's government is 
continuing the policy of the pre¬ 
vious one on economic aid for 
Arafat. Indirectly it has helped 
the PA get $75 million in Amer¬ 
ican ai<£—a kind of quid pro quo 
for Arafat's help in locating the 
body of soldier lian Sa’adon. 
killed by Hamas. It was also 
something of a mark of appreci¬ 
ation of Palestinian police oper¬ 
ations against terror gangs plan¬ 
ning attacks in Israel. 

But economic cooperation 
with the PA. welcome in itself, 
has a dangerous 
side: it entails links 
between Israelis no 
longer in office and 
senior Palestinians 
who occupy key 
roles in Gaza and 
Ramallah. 

These Palestin¬ 
ians have come un¬ 
der harsh criticism 
from their own peo¬ 
ple. They have been 
accused of corrup¬ 
tion and of accepting 
bribes involving im¬ 
port-export deals 
with Israelis. 

And jealousy over 
their success is only 
liable to increase the 
ferment in Palestin¬ 
ian society against 
PA leaders, some¬ 
thing. which could 
further erode popu¬ 
lar support for Ara¬ 
fat's regime. We 
saw an expression of 
this in the demon¬ 
strations Iasi week. 

Growing hatred 
for the PA heads 
could end up caus¬ 
ing problems for 
their Israeli partners. 

Israel has neither 
the right nor the abil¬ 
ity to change the 
practices of the Pal¬ 
estinian administra¬ 
tion. It shouldn't 
hurry to give the PA 
advice or get in¬ 
volved in any future 


crisis the regime may face. 

PA leaders have been urged 
to "make haste slowly” (recall¬ 
ing Chaim Weizmann's use of 
the seemingly contradictory 
"hot frost”), but they don’t seem 
to understand what that means. 

Their security service lacks 
all restraint or inhibition. For ex¬ 
ample. from lime to time it at¬ 
tempts to justify its use of tor¬ 
ture in interrogations by citing 
the necessity of combating ter¬ 
rorism, as Israel and the US de¬ 
mand. 

This PA lack of understand¬ 
ing of how much force to use in 
curbing terrorism is the back¬ 
drop to the violent demonstra¬ 
tions in Nablus and Tulkarm. It 
forms the background of the 
current ferment among Palestin¬ 
ians asrainst Arafat's regime—a 


situation which is causing con¬ 
cern to those Israelis who have 
come to view Arafat as the key¬ 
stone of their policies. But per¬ 
haps they should be less anx¬ 
ious. 

Three decades ago Washing¬ 
ton was concerned that the fall 
of Gamal Abdel Nasser would 
usher in a more extreme Egyp¬ 
tian ruler. Israel disagreed. And. 
in time. Anwar Sadat signed a 
peace treaty with Israel. 

The same principle holds true 
regarding the Palestinians. Is¬ 
rael’s long-term policy planning 
should not presuppose the per¬ 
manence in power of any one 
individual, no matter how cru¬ 
cial he may seem at a particular 
time. ■ 
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Turkish 
foreign policy 


IT WAS not only the flur¬ 
ry of Arab diplomatic ac¬ 
tivity that has caught the 
headlines in the last few 
days. buL also the diplo¬ 
matic initiatives of Tur¬ 
key's Erbakan govern¬ 
ment and the future 
direction of its foreign 
policy. 

Overnight, a senior 
Turkish minister was dis¬ 
patched to Iraq to secure 
an oil import deal. Also. 
Mr Erbakan himself trav¬ 
elled to Iran to secure a 
$20 billion gas deal. The 
American threats of sanc¬ 
tions did not seem to car¬ 
ry much weight, but then 
again, the US administra¬ 
tion is facing many prob¬ 
lems regarding sanctions 
against traders with Iran, 
who are their closest Nato 
allies. 

The importance of the 
new Turkish foreign poli¬ 
cy is not related to defy¬ 
ing the US. but rather it is 
picking up the pieces 
where previous Turkish 
administrations have 
failed in their extrapola¬ 
tions towards the Islamic 
world. Of course, behind 
Iran there are the many 
Muslims in the Islamic 
Republics of the ex- 
USSR, with a great poten¬ 
tial for developing trade 
relations and creating a vi¬ 
able strategic depth for 
Turkey. While looking to¬ 
wards Iraq. Turkey is 
given the advantage of an 
added bonus in the oil for 
food deal with the UN. 
and legitimizes a trading 
partner rather than a 
smuggling hoodlum. 
Also, one should not for¬ 
get that under the circum¬ 
stances. Turkey is present¬ 
ing itself as the sole main 
power in the region. 

With its control of wa¬ 
ter resources, a vast army, 
and a foothold in Europe, 
we witness for the first 
time, a Turkish foreign 
policy that attempts to 
bridge the continental gap 
between Europe and Asia. 

The policy of realign¬ 
ment with the Islamic 
world, and maintaining 
good relations within 
Nato. and preferential 
terms with the EU will 
create a Middle Eastern 
giant with real powers of 
mediation and control. 
Cleverly also. Israel has 
been brought into the new 
formula in the shape of a 
normalized trading part¬ 
ner without any historical 
preconception. 

The way Turkey is pro¬ 
ceeding indicates, up till 
now. the realization of an 
old dream, and a much 
coveted historical role in 
the reshaping of the Mid¬ 
dle East. Entrenched in Is¬ 
lamic values and a moder¬ 
ate outlook, the European- 
oriented modern Turkish 
culture will be providing 
Turkey with an enormous 
position regarding inter¬ 
faith and inter-cultural di¬ 
alogues. and great advan¬ 
tages in the field of con¬ 
flict resolutions. 

Taking advantage of a 
unique geographical posi¬ 
tion. and synthesizing di¬ 
vergent values and cul¬ 
tures with a keen interest 
in promoting moderation, 
will enhance the position 
of the architects of mod¬ 
em Turkey in the face, of 
the powers of pan- 
Turanistic illusions. 

Dealing with the issue 
of minorities, the Turkish 
government has shown 
greater leniency towards 
its Kurdish minority when 
compared with the actions 
of the previous Turkish 
administration. This has 
been distinctly shown in 
the compromise struck 
with hunger strikers in 
Turkish jails. Unfortu¬ 
nately though, the military 
operations still persist in 
the Kurdish population 
zones within Turkey, and 
at times across its borders. 

Nevertheless, a glim¬ 
mer of hope is emerging 
in the search for a peace¬ 
ful resolution to the con¬ 
flict with the latest call of 
Mr Erbakan, to hold a 
conference devoted to this 
issue with the neighboring 
states of Iran. Syria and 
Iraq. 

This proposed confer¬ 
ence will also deal with 
confidence building 
among the regional part¬ 
ners, and it is hoped that 
Turkey will play such a 
positive role on a wider 
scale in the region. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The Industrial devel¬ 
opment Bonk has pro¬ 
vided loans for various- 
projects in dw King¬ 
dom £U JD 21.7 million 
since the beginning of 
this year, ft finally ap¬ 
proved 37 loans worth 
/D 10.8 million ro fi¬ 
nance industrial and 
touristic projects in Jor¬ 
dan. At a total of JD 5.8 
million, these cover the 
building of new hotels, 
restaurants and touristic 
transport. At JD 5 mil¬ 
lion, industrial projects 
cover products such as 
starch and yeast, wood¬ 
en industries, card¬ 
board, fodder, marble, 
and canned foodstuff. It 
is expected that those 
projects will provide 
job opportunities esti¬ 
mated at 700 employ¬ 
ees and laborers. 

■ Jordanian exports of 
fiuits and vegetables 
Iasi month reached 
37.SUO tons valued at 
approximately JD 6 
million. Vegetable ex¬ 
ports represented about 
77ft of Jordan's total 
exports estimated at JD 
4.13 million, while 
fruits exports were at 
22ft valued at JD 1.8 
million. The United 
Arab Emirates was in 
the top rank, as it im¬ 
ported 18.350 tons, fol¬ 
lowed by Kuwait at 
7.976 ions. Bahrain at 
5460 tons, Qatar 5458 
tons and Oman at 23.2 
tons. Exports to foreign 
states were 314,6 tons 
at a rate of 0.8ft. 
Among expons of fruits 
and vegetables are to¬ 
matoes. melons, cucum¬ 
bers. oranges, beans, 
grapes, peppers and 
others. 

■ The Israeli National 
Oil Co., which is hold¬ 
ing oil explorations 
near the Dead Sea, stat¬ 
ed that it had found oil 
in the are3. Oil is flow¬ 
ing freely wiLhout the 
need to use a pump, at a 
rate of 450 barrels/day, 
sources at the company 
said Oil was discov¬ 
ered at an exploratory 
well at a depth of 1950- 
1960 metres. The dis¬ 
covery gives the Dead 
Sea new importance. 

■ Jordan Cement Fac¬ 
tories is to embark on 
its sixth plan to mod¬ 
ernize its production 
line, which began in 
1982, at a cost of JD 6 
million. It will start op¬ 
erations in ‘ the new 
year. It produces 300 
ions of cement a day 
but has recently faced 
blockages in its produc¬ 
tion. The modernization 
of the line would recti¬ 
fy and increase produc¬ 
tion. 
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Real estate market needs 
regulation to prosper further 


AMMAN i Stan—Since the 
early 1990's, the real estate 
market in Jordan experienced a 
state of imbalance between 
supply and demand. Despite 
increasing demand on land pur¬ 
chase and renting apartments 
the prices kept going up. 

In spite of recession in other 
sectors of the economy, the 
real estate sector continued to 
be buoyant. In iyy2, licences 
given covered 6.5 million 
square meters of land. This fell 
in 1993-1994 10 four million 
square meters, but went up 10 
over five million in 1995. 

Analysis attribute the high 
demand on land mainly to the 


Gulf crisis and the return of 
many expatriates from the Gulf 
since 1990. 

However, this state of imbal¬ 
ance is seen positive, as there is 
high rate of supply and 
demand. The need for accom¬ 
modation is continuous and 
will rise due to an increase in 
population. Many expatriates 
left the Gulf states and decided 
to settle permanently in Jordan. 

Most of them au* now invest¬ 
ing (heir savings in the real 
estate business which is seen as 
a relatively loss-free and safe 
•iector. Indeed, investing in 
property is seen as an economic 
hedge. 


Ministry of Supply may 
be for the axe soon 

THE MINISTRY of Supply may soun he for the axe! How¬ 
ever, such a proposal is still under study and no measures 
have been taken in this direction. This study was undertaken 
because of the latest economic measures being adopted by the 
government to liberalize ihe market and change the means of 
subsidy provided to citizens. This step is expected to reduce 
the burden on the ministry. 

The new cstahlishmcni which is to replace the Ministry nr 
Supply may be tilled simply as ‘The Directorate for Grain 
and Wheat." it will be responsible for ensuring the main com¬ 
modities needed by the country and will be in charge of stor¬ 
age of wheat and grain. 

Sources said that the government may hire its wheat stor¬ 
age facilities for the private sector after allowing them (o 
import wheat from international markets. The new directorate 
is expected to be affiliated cither to the Ministry of Com¬ 
merce or the Ministry of Agriculture. ■ 


The real estate market goes 
into an even higher gear every 
.summer. Because of rhe high 
number of in-coming tourists in 
the country, these summer 
months arc seen as a gold mine 
for property owners to rent 
their apartments. 

There are today more than 
20.000 empty apartments in 
Amman. This represents 4.0 
percent, Zcrqu comes next with 
3.2 percent of its apartments 
standing empty. Irhid comes 
last with only 2.1 percent. 
Empty apartments however, 
have not solved the accommo¬ 
dation problem for many. 

Some banks arc continuing 
to encourage investors to 
finance housing projects in the 
country ro solve the problem of 
high accommodations. 

Analysts blame the old laws 
and regulations that du not con¬ 
sider developments in the field 
of real estate. Some lands 
which were very cheap in the 
past became very expensive 
because of the increasing 
demand. However, construction 
and licence regulation* are not 
changing. There should be an 
adjustment 10 old regulations to 
meet the growing demand and 
prevent more price hikes in 
land. 

Regulations must be more 
flexible so that they can control 
the process of construction ol 
new buildings. 7ftc increase of 
land prices is also due to the 
rise in const ruction materials 
and the cost of the working 


manpower, 
particularly 
the qualified 
and skilled. 

The lack of 
organized real 

estate market 
has created 
the imbalance 
between sup¬ 
ply and 

demand. 

Expatriates at 
present preler 
to create their 
own lodgings 
instead of hir¬ 
ing apart¬ 
ments. that 
they see as 
very costly. 

Although Jor¬ 
danians feel 
that land 
prices are rela¬ 
tively high, 
expatriates still find them 
cheap, thus, they won't stop 10 
buy them. This will certainly 
lead to more hikes in prices. 
Despite the economic reces¬ 
sion. analysis expect land 
prices tu continue to rise 

according to increasing 

demand. 

A study hy the Housing and 
Urban Development Corp.. 
revealed lh.il the "organized 
arej" in Amman is about 45 
percent, Zerqa 45 percent, and 
Irhid 5(i percent. In addition, 
houses are still being built in 
new organized areas due to 
mcrcasiriu demand. 



The number of people who 
live in apartments is 45 percent 
ol the population. 

A study of citizens* satisfac¬ 
tion with their present dwell¬ 
ings found thai 51 percent 
either live far away from their 
work places or are deprived 
from basic services. 

In Amman 23 percent of citi¬ 
zens were dissatisfied with 
their houses. 

There appear* to be very lit¬ 
tle planning between the 
expansion of the city tor exam¬ 
ple and the actual needs of citi¬ 
zens. ■ 


Aramex Amman, 


On way to become ISO certified 


By Star Staff Writer 

QUALITY ASSURANCE is 
becoming the catchword in to¬ 
days' business world. The ISO 
9000 (International Organiza¬ 
tion of Standardization) is the 
international organization that 
ensures that such quality is 
maintained. 

Aramex. (Arab-American 
Express), is well on the way to 
being accredited by the ISO 
9000 for the quality of its ser¬ 
vices that it provides both in 
Jordan and internationally. 

Aramex is a well-known 
company based in Jordan that 
part of an alliance of the Over¬ 
seas Express Courier—each of 
which is specialized in one 
area. Aramex focuses on the 
Middle East. 

Mr Osama Fattaleh. director 
of the Jordan area (Amman 
Station), explained that Aram¬ 
ex started by offering express 
courier services to clients who 
want to save time and effort. 

Within a few years and he- 


cause of its flexible approach, 
Aramex expanded the range of 
its services and the scope of its 
network. Today Aramex offers 
one-stop-shop solution for all 
shipping and transportation 
needs. 

For example, if a customer 
needs a specific spare pari that 
is not available in Jordan, 
Aramex can locate the pan and 
buy it through its world-wide 
agents. The pan is then 
shipped to the customer at a 
minimal time. 

Aramex is connected with 
its agents through computer 
network and on-line computer 
system, this helps the company 
to provide express service. 

The company can also pro¬ 
vide newspapers and maga¬ 
zines that are not available in 
Jordan, together with impon- 
ing commodities through its 
fleet (inside Jordan) or through 
airfreight cargo services. Mr 
Fatalleh added. 

Due to the signing of the 
peace treaty and the expected 


progress in services and con¬ 
tacts between companies out¬ 
side Jordan, factories are be¬ 
coming more concerned in 
dealing with (SO certified com¬ 
panies to promote their prod¬ 
ucts. Miss Susanne A1 Monay- 
er, a quality assurance manager 
of the Amman Station, told The 
Slar. 

[SO is based in Geneva. It is 
the representative body for ser¬ 
vices of quality system stan¬ 
dards that were developed arid 
adopted by the majority of 
countries around the world. 

These countries are using 
ISO standards as their quality 
assurance mechanism for prod¬ 
ucts and services that arc trad¬ 
ed or delivered within their 
markets, both domestic and in¬ 
ternational. A1 Monayer main¬ 
tained. 

Governments worldwide are 
increasingly relying on quality 
systems chat conform lo ISO 
9000 requirements. ISO agen¬ 
cies granting ISO 9000 certifi¬ 
cation, as independent third 


panics to the 
client customer 
relationship, 
provide confi¬ 
dence in the 
quality of prod¬ 
ucts services. 

"Because of 
the high quality 
of service, our 
London station 
has become 
ISO 9000 certified, said A1 
Monayer, "Our Amman sta¬ 
tion is well on the way of be¬ 
coming ISO 9000 certified." 

Becoming a member of the 
ISO 9000 is an elaborate pro¬ 
cess that requires three stages. 
The first step is to register the 
company, providing every de¬ 
tail. then there is a rigorous 
quality and verification system 
which the company must stand 
up to. The final step is the as¬ 
sessment of performance 
stage. "We are moving to¬ 
wards the third step and wail¬ 
ing for the assessor 10 evaluate 
our performance stage." AI 


ARAMEX* 


Monayer said. The ISO certi¬ 
fication gives clients the se¬ 
curity of dealing with a com¬ 
pany adhering to strict 
international standards, the 
quality assurance manager 
stated. 

"The company also pro¬ 
vides extra services for its cli¬ 
ents and goes beyond the tra¬ 
ditional and expected job. 
"We never say ‘no’ to any re¬ 
quest, we are ready to provide 
any combination of services 
and do our best to satisfy all 
wishes. We do all this with a 
personal touch, AJ Monayer 
concluded. ■ 


DHL Amman receives ISO 9002 


AMMAN fSiar)—DHL. Worldwide Ex¬ 
press". Amman Station, was recently awarded 
the ISO 9002 by the Bureau Veritas Quality 
International, in the UK. The ISO certificate 
is an internationally rec¬ 
ognized guarantee to 
customers, an assurance 
of reliability. 

To win the ISO 9002 
accreditation. DHL Am- 
i,tan. an express courier 
service, has met the ex¬ 
plicit requirements in 
the fields of manage 



ment. process control, 
product tracing, statistical technique, and 
identification. 

The ISO 9000 is a Geneva-based organi¬ 
zation. It is the representative body for ser¬ 
vices of quality system standard* thai were 
developed and’ adopted by the majority of 
countries around the world. 

It is today's catchword for quality assu¬ 


rance in products and services around the 
world. More and more companies in the 
world are becoming ISO certified. 

DHL invests in highly qualified personnel 
and continuously up¬ 
grades its technical 
equipment. In the past 
two years. DHL has 
made heavy invest¬ 
ments which have in¬ 
cluded the sophisticated 
Laser Net, sorting and 
distribution centres. 

Other global access 
through the Internet and 
the development of management infrastruc¬ 
ture to meet the challenges of the twenty first 
century is the mark of DHL. 

All this is port of the company's philoso¬ 
phy of bringing people together and adding 
value and reliability to its services. 

The ISO 9002 is the standardization given 
to those in the services sector. ■ 


AIB to become 
an Islamic Bank 


NEGOTIATIONS ARE underway between the Arab 
Bank and the Central Bank of Jordan to buy the Amman 
Investment Bank. 

The two parties are in the final stage of reaching an 
agreement; the Arab Bank will buy the assets of the 
Amman Investment Bank and will be committed to its 
deposits. 

New legislation to establish Islamic banks, bas gone Into 
effect this week. The Arab Bank will now be able to con¬ 
vert the Amman Investment Batik to a financial Institu¬ 
tion that operates according to Islamic principles. 

The only hank to operate along these lines has been the 
Islamic Bank of Jordan which was given a special license. 

The new legislations gives license to establish Islamic 
banks according to firm regulations, and allow the cur¬ 
rent operating banks to open new banking systems that 
run according to Islamic sharia laws. ■ 


Dealings at AFM hit 
the psychological 
barrier 


AMMAN (Star)—Dealers at the Amman Financial ^Market fi¬ 
nally calmed down as a positive mood prevailed in the market 
Such a mood was absent since June 1993 when stock prices 
declined. Dealings last week showed a rise of 1.3 points to 
close at 139.84 points, which is the best level since last June. 

Total dealings were at JD 6.3 million compared with JD 2.3 
million during the previous week. This shows a rise of 173.9 
percent. Traded slocks were 5.5 million through 3,630 con¬ 
tracts. 

Daily average of dealings was JD 1.3 million against 0.6 
million dinars compared with previous week. 

First rank comes the industrial sector as it hit JD 4,63 mil¬ 
lion (72.9 percent of total dealings). This was followed by 
banks and financial companies at JD 1.06 million (16.7 per¬ 
cent). then the services sector at JD 0.62 million (at 9.7 per¬ 
cent). Insurance came last at JD 41.000 (0.7 percent). 

The upwards trend of stock prices is attributed to many fac¬ 
tors: 

■ The positive statements declared recently by the Israeli 
leader, Benjamin Netanyahu to activate the peace process and 
strengthen the economic agreements signed between Jordan 
and Israel. 

■ The statements made by officials in the Jordan Invest¬ 
ment Corp., lo hold contacts with outside investors to sell 
them part of its portfolios. 

■ The initiative made by the Algerian Minister of Trade 
who was in Amman Jjsi week to give priority to Jordanian 
pharmaceuticals to be imported by his country. 

■ The opening of new markets along the two banks of the 
Jordan River according to peace accords commitments. 

■ The openness of Gulf markets to skilled Jordanian labor 
and the boosting of commercial exchange and ties between 
Jordan and the Gulf states, particularly alter His Majesty King 
Hussein's latest visit lo Saudi Arabia. 

■ Support of the private sector to the government's eco¬ 
nomic reform program, by its contribution to bear some of the 
difference in the wheat price and compensate needy citizens. 

■ The positive anticipated progress in the Iraqi market, in 
the light of the United Slates approval to give Iraq the green 
light to start exporting oil at limited quantities. If the oil-for- 
food formula becomes effective. Iraq will be obliged to its 
commercial commitments, increase the rate of contracts of its 
import of medicine and food and compensate people who suf¬ 
fered from the last Gulf war. 

■ Positive results and earnings of shareholding local com¬ 
panies during the first hall' of this year. 

■ The financial activity of non-Jordanians who have recent¬ 
ly entered the market with high contributions. The latest was 
the Saudi Investor Dawood Al Bassam. who had bought four 
million shares of the Goldstar company over the latest two 
months. 

All the above mentioned factors led to a noticeable increase 
of share prices on the AFM. creating an atmosphere of opti¬ 
mism and relaxation. Latest figures available indicate a contin¬ 
uous rise of stock prices as the official indicator closed at 
140.34 points, just over the psychological barrier. 

The "golden group" covered shares of the major six compa¬ 
nies that hit records high. These include: the Medical Supplies 
Co., Plastic Industries Co.. National Commercial Centres Co.. 
Sulphur Co.. Rafia and Al Qawthar Investment Co. 

The index of the industrial sector jumped by more than 1.4 
points supported by gains achieved by the shares of heavy in¬ 
dustries (such as Cement, Phosphate and Potash). 

On the parallel market the shares of the National Commer¬ 
cial Centres Co., were in the top rank as they closed at 480 
fils. 

Total dealings until last Monday were valued at JD 546.5 
thousand. The average value of one transaction signed among 
dealers was JD 833. At the top comes the share of the Interna¬ 
tional Ceramic Industries Co., which signed 44 transactions. ■ 


Jordanian engineers to 
go to Malaysia 

* 

A DELEGATION from the Jordanian Engineers Federation has 
recently returned from a visit to Malaysia. 

The visit was aimed at studying the possibility of providing 
Malaysia with Jordanian qualified engineers in the fields of 
contracting. 

Between 500-1000 Jordanian engineers arc expected to go and 
work in Malaysia to meet the needs of the market in that country. 
These would work as engineers in ihe architectural, construction, 
electrical and mechanical fields. 

A Malaysian committee is to visit Jordan to hold internews 
with the members that are chosen to work in that country. ■ 

Merchant buys suger 
to sell in Iraq 

AMMAN (Star)—In anticipation that Iraq would soon be allowed 
to import food under the agreement of the oil for food deal with 
the UN, a Jordanian merchant has recently bought 24,000 ions of 
Brazilian sugar to re-export them to the private sector in Iraq. Two 
vessels carrying this amount of sugar are expected to arrive in 
Aqaba next week. 

Merchants say that this is the first shipment of sugar to be 
bought by a Jordanian merchant for the purpose of re-exporting it 
to Iraq in a long time. The merchant has already made contracts to 
re-expon part of the shipment, while the remainder is awaiting 
clearance at the free zone in Aqaba which is lo be finalized within 
the coming t'cw weeks. 

Merchants used to store large quantities of sugar at the ware¬ 
houses in Aqaba, waiting for Iraqi merchants to buy (hem on the 
basis of spot transactions. ■ 
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Orient House gets support 

U Orient House seems to be under fire these days. The Is¬ 
raeli government is determined to close down the house 
saying it has no 
business to exist in 
Jerusalem. Howev¬ 
er. others think dif¬ 
ferently. and not 
only the Palestin¬ 
ians. it might be 
added. The latest to 
join support is the 
British Minister of 
State for Foreign 
Affairs. Mr Johnny 
Henry. He said that 
Britain regards 
"Orient House as 
an important center 
for Palestinian ac¬ 
tivity in Jerusa¬ 
lem." 

He says that his 
country's position 
is in line with the 
position adopted by 
the other members of the European Union fEU). He said 
that Palestinian institutions in east Jerusalem should have 
the right to exist and perform their activities. The minister 
added that the EU has one policy towards the Orient House. 

Mr Faisal AI Husseini. the head of Orient House, and the 
man in charge of the Jerusalem portfolio, said the closure of 
Orient House would be disastrous and lead to "loss of hope 
between the two sides." on the final status negotiation. 
Speaking to ALSharq Al Awsat. he said that for Palestinians, 
Orient House is a symbol of Jerusalem and its closure 
would mean leaving Jerusalem out of the final status negoti¬ 
ations. 

Gaza airport ready to receive aero¬ 
planes 

■ During his visit to Jordan, the PNA Minister of Trans¬ 
port, Alf Al Qawasmi said that the Gaza International air¬ 
port is ready at present to receive aeroplanes and provide its 
sen’ices for passengers. 

Mr Al Qawasmi visited the Jordanian Civil Aviation Au¬ 
thority. the Queen Noor Civil Aviation Technical College, 
the Academy of Aviation and Royal Jordanian to be ac¬ 
quainted with the systems of operations at these corpora¬ 
tions. 

He held talks with his Jordanian counterpart. Nasir Al- 
Lawzi on means to remove obstacles facing the movement 
of passengers and cargo between Jordon and the Palestine 
National Authority areas. They also agreed to activate the 
accords signed between the two sides on land transit, air¬ 
lines and observatory fields. 

Morocco postpones visit of Israeli 
foreign minister 

■ The Israeli Foreign Minister, David Levy, has submitted 
a request to make an official visit to Morocco, but officials 
in the country are rejecting such a request at the present 
time. 

Levy is of Moroc¬ 
can origin and 
wishes to visit this 
country, however, 
his demand was 
politely rejected, 
an Israeli official 
disclosed. 

Earlier, the Moroc¬ 
can authorities re¬ 
fused to receive 
the envoy of the 
Foreign Minister. 

Issac Liyore who 
has recently visited 
Tunisia and Mauri¬ 
tania. He was car¬ 
rying a message 
from Mr Levy, the 
official added. 

The source said 
that the Israeli pre¬ 
mier Benjamin Netanyahu has also been unable to phone 
king Hasson of Morocco. 

The former consultant of the King Hassan said that the lat¬ 
est statements of Benjamin Netanyahu regarding Jerusalem 
has blocked the further development of Israeli-Moroccan 
relations. 

Press Association in Gaza refuses to 
meet an Israeli delegation 

■ A 50-member press Israeli delegation last week visited 
the Gaza Strip to meet some Palestinian officials including 
ministers and opposition members. The council of the Pal¬ 
estinian Press association refused to meet the Israeli delega¬ 
tion. Mr Zakariyah Al Talmas of the Palestinian Press Asso¬ 
ciation said that this was in line with the Arab Federation of 
the Union of Journalists which opposes normalization with 
Israel. He added that Israeli journalists maintain a “silent 
stance” towards Israeli violations of Palestinian journalists* 
rights. 

10324 new Palestinian passports is¬ 
sued 

■ The number of Palestinian passports issued in the Bethle¬ 
hem govemorale since Iasi November reached 10324 pass¬ 
ports. an official at the Department of Passports and Nation¬ 
ality of the PNA said. 

The official called on Palestinians who have not already got 
passports to submit their applications as soon as possible. 
These passports are used instead of obtaining exit permits 
from the West Bank for Palestinians willing to visit Jordan. 



Levy 
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American medical aid for the 

Palestinian Ministry of Health 

■ The American-European Joint Committee recently donat¬ 
ed technical and medical assistance worth more than $3 
million to the Palestine National Authority. An American 
technical team presented the donations to hospitals in Jenin 
and Tulkarim. A committee from the European Union will 
also provide the PNA’s Ministry of Health a donation of up 
to $300,000: this includes two ambulance cars. 

American Consul warns against 

Israeli closures 

■ The American Consul in Jerusalem Mr Edward Epington 
warned that continued economic deterioration on the West 
Bank and Gaza as a result of the Israeli closures of the terri¬ 
tories could be a recipe for disaster. 

Israel can secure its safety without hurting the Palestinian 
economy. Mr Epington said adding that the blockade will 
lead to more violence and undermine the whole peace pro¬ 
cess. 

Mr Edward called on the Israeli government headed by 
Benjamin Netanyahu to Lake positive steps to improve the 
Palestinian economy through cooperation with the Palestine 
National Authority. 


First political crisis in Israel begins 
as Levy-Netanyahu’s rift widens 


By Barton Gellman 

LA Times-Washing ton Post 
News Sen-ice 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Foreign Minister David Levy, 
whose four-year feud with 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu receded briefly 
around election day, is doing 
again what he does better than 
any rival in Israeli political 
life: nursing his wounded dig¬ 
nity and threatening to resign. 

The second-ranking figure 
in Netanyahu’s government. 
Levy boycotted the Cabinet 
meeting last Friday and main¬ 
tained an injured silence from 
his small-town power base of 
Beit Shean. Through aides in 
his Gesher Party, which split 
from Netanyahu's Likud but 
allied with it for last May's 
election, he made known that 
he will quit the post if Netan¬ 
yahu does not accord him a 
larger role. 

There is no policy or ideo¬ 
logical dispute beneath this lat¬ 
est spat, and it cannot threaten 
Netanyahu's grip on power 
without stupendous miscalcula¬ 
tions by both men. But the 
drama over Levy’s preroga¬ 
tives and pride has been more 
than enough to occupy the 
country's political junkies for 
several days. 

Like many a foreign minis¬ 
ter here before him. Levy feels 


pushed to the margins of his 
ostensible bailiwick. Neither 
he nor any senior aide accom¬ 
panied Netanyahu on his visits 
to Washington and Amman, 
and Levy has not even been 
notified of the secret diplo¬ 
macy of Dorc Gold, a close 
Netanyahu aide, to several 
Arab states. When Netanyahu 
did not bother telling him 
about secret overtures to 
Levy's own native Morocco. 
Levy stopped showing up for 
work and began making rum¬ 
blings that he 
would quit. 

Much the 
same lactic has 
worked often 
enough for 

Levy that it 

could fairly be 
called the basis 
of his political 
career. Resig¬ 
nation threats 
in recent years 
landed him the 
foreign minis¬ 
ter’s job under 
former Premier 
Yitzhak Sha¬ 
mir. forced 
Shamir and 
then Netan¬ 
yahu to tear up 
their lists of 
parliamentary 
candidates to< 
make room for 


Levy's political machine, and 
landed him second billing 
under Netanyahu over figures 
far more popular in the Likud 
party and the public at large. 

One reason for Levy's suc¬ 
cess is that his well-developed 
sense of grievance resonates 
with others among Israel's 
large cohort of Sephardic Jews, 
whose families come from 
north Africa and the Middle 
East and who resent the long¬ 
standing dominance of Euro¬ 
pean-stock Jews like Netan¬ 


yahu in Israeli society. The 
Sephardi vote is essential to 
the Likud's electoral success. 

But Levy has often had a 
stronger hand to play than he 
seems to have now. Netan¬ 
yahu managed to bring him 
on board for the last three 
months of the spring election 
campaign, and without Levy 
he might well have lost. But 
as Israel’s first directly 
elected premier. Netanyahu 
now depends less on coalition 
partners than his predecessors 


did to remain in power. 

Even if Levy does resign 
and all six Gesher members of 
parliament leave the governing 
coalition—a scenario still that 
still looks remote—Netanyahu 
would still have a bare major¬ 
ity. He could only lose that if 
additional Levy sympathizers 
such as Ariel Sharon, who 
nurses his own grievances 
against Netanyahu, were will¬ 
ing to bring the government 
down and force new national 
elections. 

What makes the story irre¬ 
sistible to Israelis, neverthe¬ 
less. is the obvious personal 
loathing between Levy, 58. 
and Netanyahu. 46. who was 
the silver-haired foreign min¬ 
ister's deputy in the last Likud 
government and went on to 
defeat him as party leader. 
Their bitter struggle for 
power, which included false 
charges by Netanyahu that 
Levy was blackmailing him. 
left Levy unwilling to speak to 
Netanyahu—or even utter his 
name—for some three years. 
He used to refer to him in pub¬ 
lic insults as "that man." 

Among Levy’s demands at 
present is that he control the 
choice of chief negotiator with 
the Palestinians, a job that 
remains unfilled. But this is 
the crux of the problems. The 
question centers on who will 
head the steering committee 


which will oversee the talks 
with the Palestinians and who 
will determine the commit¬ 
tee’s policy. Natanyahu would 
not be drawn. 

He gave a tart reply in a tel¬ 
evised interview last Tuesday 
nighL 

“1 was elected in personal 
elections in order to promote a 
certain policy, and at the heart 
of the policy is the Palestinian 
issue.” he said. “I mean to 
control it in partnership with 
the foreign minister, but I 
mean to lead. There is only 
one prime minister, only one, 
in Israel” 

But this infuriated Levy 
who determines to be an 
active foreign minister and not 
just in name only. Netan¬ 
yahu's attitude is creating 
much discomfort in Levy’s 
Gesher Party. "The prime min¬ 
ister appears to be building 
himself his own administra¬ 
tion beside that of the cabinet 
ministeries. including the For¬ 
eign Ministry.” said Knesset 
member Yehuda Lankri. 

Mr Netanyahu's cabinet 
seems to be beset with trouble. 
Last week the Justice Minis¬ 
ter. Yaccov Neeman was 
forced to resign from govern¬ 
ment This followed allegation 
that he obstructed justice in a 
legal case against the leader of 
Shas. Mr Arieh Deri. ■ 



Turkey-Iran gas deal could complicate 
relations with US, experts argue 



By Thomas VY. Lippman 

LA Times Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

WASHINGTON—Energy- 
short Turkey signed a $23 bil¬ 
lion long-term agreement 
Monday to buy natural gas 
from neighboring Iran, a deal 
that couid subject Turkey to 
US economic sanctions and 
drive a political wedge 
between the United States and 
a key Nato ally. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan, a conser¬ 
vative Muslim who runs the 
first religiously oriented gov¬ 
ernment in modem Turkish 
history, signed the agreement 
in Tehran on his first official 
visit to a foreign country. 

By doing so, analysts here 
said. Erbakan put his cam¬ 
paign promises, his religious 
beliefs and his desire to stake 
out an independent course for 
Turkey ahead of his desire to 
maintain friendly relations 
with Washington. A last- 
minute telephone call from 
Acting Secretary of Stale 
Peter Tamoff to the Turkish 
foreign ministry failed to head 
off the deal. State Department 
officials said. 


Economic conditions in Iran 
and Turkey make it questiona¬ 
ble whether the agreement will 
actually result in any gas 
deliveries, analysts said, but 
the political fallout here and in 
Turkey could be extensive 
nevertheless. Turkey— mostly 
Muslim but constitutionally 
secular. Asian and European, a 
member of Nato and a Middle 
East power appears to be 
going through, an identity cri¬ 
sis. in which Erbakan's minor¬ 
ity government is nudging the 
country eastward. 

The United States has an 
enormous stake in the out¬ 
come of Turkey’s cultural 
dynamic. Turkey is not only a 
member of Nato but a strate¬ 
gic partner of Israel, a crucial 
economic and political coun¬ 
terweight to Russian ambi¬ 
tions in centra] Asia and a cor¬ 
nerstone of US policy in the 
Balkans and the 

Mediterranean. 

The gas agreement drew 
immediate and predictable 
criticism from the Clinton 
administration, which regards 
Iran as the world’s number 
one promoter of terrorism and 
has invested huge amounts of 
political capital in trying to 


persuade other countries not to 
do business with the Islamic 
republic. 

“Signing this deal is not the 
kind of signal that we in the 
West should be sending to 
what is. in effect, a rogue gov¬ 
ernment thaL opposes us on 
many important fronts and. 
most importantly, appears to 
harbor aggressive intents 
toward a number of nations in 
the West, particularly through 
sponsorship of terrorism” 
State Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said. 

But he added. ”we certainly 
don't expect that this wifi 
cause a major rift in our rela¬ 
tionship. We hope it won’t." 
A senior administration offi¬ 
cial said Washington recog¬ 
nizes that Turkey has "some 
very important energy needs 
and not a lot of good options.” 
considerations that must be 
weighed against the adminis¬ 
tration's desire to keep cash 
out of Iranian hands. He 
pointed out that Japan is a 
major purchaser of Iranian oil. 
without detriment to Japan-US 
relations. 

Davies said it is too early to 
tell whether the agreement will 
trigger economic sanctions 


required by a new law Presi¬ 
dent Clinton signed last week. 
That measure mandates US 
sanctions against any foreign 
corporation, whether private 
or state-owned, that invests 
$40 million or more a year in 
the petroleum infrastructure of 
Iran or Libya. 

Regulations implementing 
the Jaw have not yet been 
promulgated. Until the regula¬ 
tions have been published' and 
the details of the gas contract 
studied. Davies said, it will 
not be clear whether sanctions 
are called for. 

Turkish officials have 
argued that the gas agreement 
should not trigger sanctions 
because it was initiated and 
initialed by the government of 
former Prime Minister Tansu 
1 Ciller before the new US law 
was signed, and because they 
plan to build a pipeline only as 
far as the Iranian border. Iran 
will build the pipeline on its 
side, according to the Turks, 
and thus Turkey is not invest¬ 
ing in Iran's energy 
infrastructure. 

According to Alan Makov- 
sky, an analyst of Turkish 
affairs at the Washington 
Institute on Near East Policy, 


"this wasn't done to defy 
Washington." He said Turkey 
is “energy-desperate" and has 
been looking for years for new 
sources of narural gas. Most of 
Turkey's natural gas comes 
from Russia, a dependence 
that makes Turkey uncomfort¬ 
able because its historic 
rivalry with Moscow. 

The 22-year agreement will 
allow Turkey to buy from Iran 
four billion cubic meters of gas 


annually starting from 1998. 

"The sanctions ban invest¬ 
ments in Iran. We are not 
going to invest in Iran. This is 
only a trade agreement." 
Abdullah Al Gul. the Turkish 
government spokesman later 
said. 

On his visit to Iran last Sun¬ 
day. Mr Erbakan said that his 
visit is not a challenge to the 
US which he called "our 
friend and ally.” ■ 
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Sifting for truth in Bosnian graves 

In minutes , Haglund dispels any illusion about the skeletons uncovered from soft clay no higher than his waist. 
Some have jagged holes in their skulls. Other show wrist bones bound by plastic-covered wire . 


By Christine Spolar 

LA Tunes Washington Post 
News Service 

NOVA KASABA. Bosnia- 
Some days Bill Haglund can 
breathe beyond the sour bod¬ 
ies. squint pasL the clumps or 
maned hair and wasted bone, 
and think of something beauti¬ 
ful. Chagall. The soft edges of 
the dead, their odd angles of 
repose, the faceless figures 
seem something the painter 


Marc Chagall, in a morose 
moment, might have dreamed. 

Then the gray-bearded medi¬ 
cal investigator turns from the 
dirt to the broiling sun and 
focuses on a clutch of report¬ 
ers. queasily waiting on grave’s 
edge for word on the missing 
men of Srebrenica. 

in minutes. Haglund dispels 
any illusion about the skeletons 
uncovered from soft clay no 
higher than his waist. Some 
have jagged holes in their 


skulls. Other show wrist bones 
bound by plastic-covered wire. 
Haglund. a Seattle native who 
wears a lie out of respect for 
his work and a felt fedora out 
of sartorial whimsy, deciphers 
the mound of lost lives: 

"We have a gentleman right 
here, in a silting position, sort 
of on top of other people. 
Here.” he said, spreading his 
arms, "You can sec gentleman 
No. 2 is lying on his back. His 
head is in a downward posi¬ 
tion. His hands are 
beside him. like 
this." he gestured 
again, "and bound. 
Gentleman No. 3 is 
also lying on his 
back and his hands 
are behind his back.” 

What about (hat 
crushed skull on No. 
7? "1 don’L know if 
it’s crushed.” he 
said. "It’s consistent 
with a gaping defect 
to the right-hand 
side. We’ll deter¬ 
mine later if there 
are bullet fragments, 
bullet peripheries or 
bullet wounds in his 
skin." 

William Haglund. 
until recently chief 
investigator in the 
King County. Wash¬ 
ington. medical 
examiner's office, 
doesn't waste time 
jumping to conclu¬ 
sions. He and about 
20 other volunteers 
and workers he 
directs, from the 
international group 
called Physicians for 
Human Rights, have 


little more than 90 days before 
the first snowfall to dig up dis¬ 
passionate answers from these 
shallow graves, 

The group's work in Guate¬ 
mala. Ef Salvador. Iraq's Kurd¬ 
ish-populated north and most 
recently Rwanda has docu¬ 
mented human rights abuses 
through medical and forensic 
tests. 

Srebrenica, a UN-protected 
"safe area" in eastern Bosnia, 
fell to Bosnian Serb attackers a 
year ago. About 8,000 civilian 
Muslim men are listed as miss¬ 
ing: as many as 5,000 are 
believed to have been shot as 
they attempted to flee. Several 
mass graves are being 
exhumed. 

The victims’ stories will 
become part of the evidence 
before the UN war crimes tri¬ 
bunal in The Hague. 

Tire trained archaeologists, 
anthropologists. pathologists 
and radiologists who'came to 
sleep in army bunks and work 
12-hour days under armed 
guard. Haglund said, arc hop¬ 
ing cool, calm science will ease 
the emotions of those left 
behind. 

“The real reason you're deal¬ 
ing with the dead is because of 
the living.” said Haglund. 53. 
who has two grown children. 
"You do it because you're con¬ 
cerned with other people and 
concerned about resolving the 
questions that leave their lives 
in limbo. 

“They're missing someone 
and they can’t continue on with 
their lives. They have this vac¬ 
uum. And they fill up the vac¬ 
uum with hope. That the per¬ 
son might still be alive—in 
forced fabor camps, incarcer¬ 


ated somewhere, working in 
mines. With my information. I 
can put an end to some of the 
questions. I try not to he be a 
spoiler of dreams." he said 
quietly. "Maybe just a spoiler 
of nightmares." 

The fieldwork begins with a 
T-shaped steel rod. one inch in 
diameter. A crime scene inves¬ 
tigator from the US Air Force 
sticks it in the ground at inter¬ 
vals. pulls it up and sniffs. 
Bloodstains arc long gone. 
Vegetation has grown over. 
Investigators, poke by poke, 
search for the peculiar odor of 
human decay. 

Once a site is confirmed, a 
laborer atop a giant backhoe 
starts delicately carving, inch 
by inch, under the anthropolo¬ 
gists’ watchful guidance. Preci¬ 
sion can mean the difference 
between evidence and ruin. 
This excavation, a few yards 
from a main road to Sarajevo, 
began with a skull found six 
inches beneath the grass. 

Workers proceed slowly. 
First with shovels, then with 
garden trowels and then, when 
bones and sinews arc clear, 
with paintbrushes. The fragile 
remains are numbered, photo¬ 
graphed, separated, wrapped— 
body by body—in white plastic 
bags and taken to a newly 
established laboratory in Tuzla. 

"I have to be a scientist and 
approach this objectively but. 
emotionally, I find the truth 
very important." said David 
DclPino. an anthropologist 
from Chile. "You use one part 
heart, and the whole part 
brain.” 

Becky Saunders, a curator of 
anthropology at Louisiana 


State University’s Museum of 
Natural Sciences, said she was 
trying to make sense of a con¬ 
flict that flourished from indif¬ 
ference. "People did things like 
this because they thought they 
could get away with it." she 
said. ‘They thought no one 
would care." 

The team, contracted by the 
United Nations, has investi¬ 
gated suspected graves on all 
sides of die 3 1/2-year Bosnian 
war. But the scale of evidence 
in Serb-controlled territory has 
dominated their efforts. 
Haglund is quick to shake off 
suggestions the searches have 
been biased—a charge Bosnian 
Serb officials renewed last 
week as they threatened to 
close off challenged territory. 

Because of the fierce emo¬ 
tions still raging.*all excava¬ 
tions must be done under 
NATO armed guard. All search 
areas also must be cleared of 
mines. 

Before the sun sets in Bosnia 
this day. Haglund will describe 
the outlines of seven men and 
dig on to find six more in a 
field dotted with purple wild- 1 
flowers. This field first came to 
light last fall, in US govern¬ 
ment satellite photos, as a sus¬ 
picious plot of freshly dug 
earth. 

Haglund will not guess how 
they died. He will not suggest 
who put them in the ground. 
Haglund will only point out 
that he sees what you see. 

All had their hands tied. All 
were dressed in civilian 
clothes, with jeans bleached 
gray-white after months of 
burial. Ail were thrown. 
Haglund points out wearily* 
"ignobly in a hole." ■ 
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Civic groups blossom in Cuba 
after passage of law 


By Juanita Darling 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

GUANTANAMO. CUBA— 
Through the clamor of nimba 
music. Jamaican English drifts 
from the open door of a neatly 
painted clapboard house. 

A sign identifies the building 
as The West Indian Welfare 
Centre, an organization that has 
existed for most of this century 
— ever since Jamaicans arrived 
iu cut sugar cane. Founded to 
help Jamaicans in financial 
trouble, it became a social cen¬ 
ter and has now taken on a new 
vibrancy. 

Old men still form a circle of 
rocking chairs in the afternoon 
to compare their memories, but 
often they are joined by young 
historians, who jot their recol¬ 
lections in notebooks. The 
group's youth division two 
years ago started an English- 
language school: it graduated 
19 students, its first class, this 
spring. 

Other row ns with a West 
Indian tradition have asked the 
center u> help them form their 
own local organizations, said 
Robert Plaxton, the croup's 
president. "Belter conditions 
have been created to allow tra¬ 
ditions to be Carried out." he 
said. 

The old association and its 
otTshoots arc part of a growing 
Cuban civic society that has 
blossomed in the four years 
since the government passed a 
law recognizing such groups. 
Ethnic, religious, environmen¬ 
tal and special interest groups 
from dog-owners' organiza¬ 
tions to dance societies have 
sprung up 

Critics claim Lhe law is 
aimed at controlling civic 



groups because it requires them 
to register with the govern¬ 
ment. Indeed, earlier (his year, 
dozens of leaders whose organ¬ 
izations are concerned with 
human rights or political 
reform were arrested. 

Government officials did not 
respond to requests for inter¬ 
views. making the number ol 
registered organizations una¬ 
vailable. However, the groups 
arc thought to total about 
2.0UU. including long-standing 
offshoots of the Communist 
Party. 

"Civic organizations arc lar 
more dynamic in Cuba than 
most people realize." said Joel 
Suarez, coordinator of the Mar¬ 


lin Luther King Center in 
Havana. The center was 
founded us an ecumenical hotly 
in JM87 and has expanded lit 
include housing, educational 
programs, work with the elderly 
and other activities that the gov¬ 
ernment once monopolized. 

"The government cannot take 
on everything.” said Martha 
Garrilasco. vice president of 
Habitat-Cuba, a group that 
builds and remodels low-cost 
housing for minimal fees. 
Cubans also noticed that while 
governments were cutting back 
on foreign aid. more money 
was becoming available Tor 
civil groups through nongov¬ 
ernmental organizations. 


Civic organizations have not 
just accepted the financial bur¬ 
den ol what used to he govern¬ 
ment responsibilities. They also 
are meeting their goals in dif¬ 
ferent, generally more demo¬ 
cratic. ways. 

When Garrilasco worked for 
the government housing author¬ 
ity. she said, “We never spoke 
with the people who were 
guing to live in the housing." 

In contrast. Habitat has soci¬ 
ologists on staff to help archi¬ 
tects and engineers consult with 
the people whose houses they 
arc building or remodeling. 
Through Habitat's nationwide 
Community Architect program, 
plans are modified according to 


the needs of each family. 

The group receives no 
Cuban government support. 
Administrative costs are cov¬ 
ered by dues of 20 pesos (less 
the SI) a month paid by profes¬ 
sionals in the Community 
Architect program. Money 
donated by foreign govern¬ 
ments and organizations buys 
everything from pencils to 
brick-making material. 

Similarly, Cubasolar, a 
group founded to promote 
alternative energy, has devel¬ 
oped contacts with foreign 
civic groups to study and pro¬ 
pose solutions to energy prob¬ 
lems. Cubasolar arranged dona¬ 
tions of transmission wire from 
German groups, and they were 
used to complete stalled rural 
electrification projects. 

However, those projects gen¬ 
erally are subject to approval 
by the government in Havana. 
"The relationship between the 
government and civic organiza¬ 
tions here is quite different 
from the United States, Europe 
or even the rest of Latin Amer¬ 
ica," said Suarez. “Why should 
1 pay an engineer when I can 
use a government engineer? 
That does not undercut my 
autonomy.” 

The government’s willing¬ 
ness to acknowledge that civic 
organizations have a place in 
Cuba is a significant change, 
he said. 

“During the 1960s and 
1970s. diversity was discou¬ 
raged for fear it would damage 
unity." Suarez added. 

Now, “a new space for other 
groups has been created.” ■ 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Sfar US corespondent 


"HERE HE is now. He done 
come in l3te again." 

The above was not said by 
an uneducated, rural ruffian in 
the course of everyday conver¬ 
sation. Rather, it was stated de¬ 
liberately by a radio talk show 
host who appears to have a vast 
amount of knowledge and who 
most probably has a good aca¬ 
demic background. It is his at¬ 
tempt to be down-to-earth, per¬ 
haps even humble, and to be 
accepted as one of the “good 
ole boys." 

In this case, the individual in 
question anchors a talk show 
just a few miles west of my 
home. Although his (and his 
partner's plus an occasional 
visitor's and most of the call¬ 
ers') views usually differ from 
mine, the show is a good 
sounding post for opposing 
stands and useful insight. In 
other words, it is quite enjoya¬ 
ble. 

As noted this is in my area of 
the country but most definitely 
a similar show, using similar 
language, could be found in 
nearly every—if not all—state 
(s) in the Union. And this is the 
problem. No, not the content; 
it is good for persons to be ex¬ 
posed to varying opinions. But 
the frequently used poor gram¬ 
mar achieves far more than the 
speaker's intent: it makes a 
very subtle imprint on anyone 
. listening. 

rhflfl /ZlS ™ As in many spheres (equality 
*' of the sexes is the primary one 

Wifi?- that comes to mind) the subtle¬ 

ties permeate minds uncon¬ 
sciously. regardless of the merit 
of the subject at hand. When 
listeners who may or may not 
have formal education hear 
such an assault on our Ian- 


Language is crucial in 
a nation’s character 
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gunge, it will sooner or later 
slip out in sonic casual way by 
the former and merely reinforce 
an accepted standard in the lat¬ 
ter. 

This is particularly disturb¬ 
ing when we 
consider our 
youth. And yes, 
many do listen 
to such sta¬ 
tions. Presently 
in the United 
States, we arc 
told of the very 
poor ranking 
our school-age 
youngsters 
have in far too 
many areas. 

Frequently the 
results of ran¬ 
dom tests are 
published and 
we find that 

many have nev¬ 
er heard of var¬ 
ious states, 
large cities, re¬ 
nowned politi¬ 
cal leaders, and 
certainly know 
little-to-noihing 
of international affairs. Math 
scores arc atrocious, yet much 
has been lost in liberal arts edu¬ 
cation because of the focus on 
math and science in the last two 
decades. Obviously wc arc not 
teaching our youngsters even 
the basics. There are many rea¬ 
sons for this but here we shall 


stick to the one. 

We must focus on the lan¬ 
guage of our role models, just 
as we focus on their accom¬ 
plishments and behavior. Small 
children, teenagers, we all tend 



ui acquire language as we hear 
it used repeatedly. Remember 
when the word "damn" was an 
expletive n«> one of "proper 
background" ever uttered in 
public. Indeed, recently I used 
this profanity in a column as 1 
was very upset, and I still feel 
guilty about it. Yet "damn" is 


considered quite mild in the 
1990s. It would be superfluous 
to enter a dissertation on the 
formerly "forbidden" crude 
words that have become accept¬ 
ed more and more by society. 
(Another phenome¬ 
non to address in the 
future.) 

Presently attention 
is on just plain old 
correct grammar. Are 
we becoming a nation 
of illiterates at least as 
how we bungle our 
own language? What 
does this say about 
us? Certainly each of 
us knows that a per¬ 
son is judged more by 
her or his character, 
honor, integrity. But 
language reflects 
much about a per¬ 
son's attitude toward 
being the best s/he 
can he. Perhaps it is 
just a veneer that cov¬ 
ers the inner soul, but 
it is an important ve¬ 
neer. It may be an ox¬ 
ymoron. but language 
veneer is more than 
skin deep. 

Role models play an exceed¬ 
ingly important part in the edu¬ 
cation of our population. And 
education is the single most 
valuable entity a society can of¬ 
fer. For ignorance breeds fear; 
fear breeds hate. Why was 
there such rabid hate-and still 


far too much—regarding inte¬ 
gration of the races? Much 
could be traced to the fear of 
the unknown. (Isn’t it interest¬ 
ing that the various sports are¬ 
nas probably accomplished 
more in easing integration than 
did our schools per se?) 

There are those throughout 
the country who argue that one 
without children or whose chil¬ 
dren are grown should be ex¬ 
empt from school taxes. Don’t 
these people realize that the 
more uneducated people we 
have in the streets, the more 
poverty and crime we shall ex¬ 
perience? 

Education is a gift and a pro¬ 
tection. It, combined with 
strong moral fiber (which often 
is nourished through educa¬ 
tion), is the primary foundation 
of a society. The subtleties of 
our actions and our language 
play a fundamental role in this 
education. 

The otherwise articulate and 
learned radio talk show host 
has an obligation—and certain* 
ly an excellent podium from 
which to do so—to use proper 
grammar. Stooping is not what 
makes him acceptable. 

And then there are those 
role models who simply do not 
know proper language— 
grammar or otherwise. But that 
is another column. ■ 


Setting a ‘President 

Study reveals distinct 
traits of neuroticism 


By Shari Roan 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Sen’ice 

TORONTO—Ronald Reagan 
was the least neurotic. Thomas 
Jefferson was the most intelli¬ 
gent Warren G. Harding was 
the least open to experience 
and the least conscientious. 
And Teddy Roosevelt led the 
pack in extroversion. 

These findings are drawn 
from an extensive, new data¬ 
base on US presidential charac¬ 
ter and personality that its crea¬ 
tors—psychologists who 

Specialize in job perfor¬ 
mance—hope wiJJ become a 
tool to assist Americans in se¬ 
lecting their leaders. The re¬ 
search. presented last Friday at 
the annual American Psycho¬ 
logical Association meeting in 
Toronto, examines the person¬ 
alities of all 41 presidents in 
greater depth, detail and objec¬ 
tivity than ever before. 

The data compares presi¬ 
dents on numerous traits such 
as intelligence, conscientious¬ 
ness and neuroticism and sheds 
light on what kind of a presi¬ 
dent-great or not so great—a 
candidate might make, said 
Baylor College industrial psy¬ 
chologist Thomas Fasching- 
bauer. 

The database is more de¬ 
tailed and reliable than previ¬ 
ous auempis to categorize pres¬ 
idents by their character. To 
obtain the data on each presi¬ 
dent, more than 100 experts— 
typically presidential biogra¬ 
phers or historians—rated pres¬ 
idents using sev¬ 
eral well-known 
personality in¬ 
struments. An 
extensive at¬ 
tempt was made 
by researchers to 
find the most ob¬ 
jective biograph¬ 
ical accounts. 

The rulers 
completed a bat¬ 
tery of standard¬ 
ized tests de¬ 
signed to 

evaluate presi¬ 
dents; many of 
the tests included 
100 or more 
questions. The 
experts looked at 
personality traits 
during the per¬ 
son’s entire 
life—not just the 
period in which 
they served as the nation's 
leader. Thus, the database can 
be used to look at presidential 
candidates and how they meas¬ 
ure up to past presidents, said 
the researchers, who also 
looked at GOP candidate Bob 
Dole. 

Personality, along with expe¬ 
rience. is considered very im¬ 
portant to any career success, 
said researcher Deniz S. Ones, 
an industrial psychologist at the 
University of Minnesota. 

"Personality matters. It rep¬ 
resents a good chunk of job 
performance.” says Ones. 

Differences in personality 
can often be distinguished by 
five significant characteristics: 
neuroticism. extroversion, 
openness to experience, agreea- 
bieness and conscientiousness, 
the psychologists said. 

Using this measure. Teddy 
and Franklin Roosevelt were 
rated No. 1 and 2 in extrover¬ 
sion. respectively, with Bill 
Clinton third. 

Richard Nixon was the most 
neurotic; Clinton ranked 23rd. 

Jefferson and Teddy Roose¬ 
velt were No. I and 2 in intelli¬ 
gence while Clinton ranked 



ninth and Dole 27th. 

In openness to experience. 
Jefferson scored highest, with 
Clinton 10th and Dole 30th. 

On agreeableness, James 
Madison and Abraham Lincoln 
were ranked at the top with 
Clinton 20ih and Dole 33rd. 

George Washington was 
found to be Lhe most conscien¬ 
tious with Dole 25th and Clin¬ 
ton 40th. 

But possessing admirable 
personality traits doesn't al- 
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ways mean one will be a great 
president. Ones noted By us¬ 
ing previously published rank¬ 
ings of presidents in terms of 
their greatness, the researchers 
were able to look for common 
personality I rails and ones that 
didn't seem to matter. 

Successful US presidents 
(end to score high on IQ, asser¬ 
tiveness and competency. 
Striving to achieve was found 
to be the most important attrib¬ 
ute. The great presidents 


scored low on straight¬ 
forwardness and compliance. 
Ones said, while trails such us 
trust and altruism didn't seem 
to matter. 

The authors of the database 
hope to publish a book on their 
research in time for the presi¬ 
dential race in 2000. 

Other findings gleaned from 
the database include: 

■ Presidents generally arc 
more extroverted and assertive 
than typical Americans. Bui 

they arc aren’t as 
good at taking ac¬ 
tion and aren't ns 
straightforward. 

■ Clinton. Lyn¬ 
don Johnson and 
Andrew Jackson 
were found to be 
similar. They arc 
described as 
"good ol’ boy-" 
who get low 
marks for charac¬ 
ter and integrity 
but rank high in 
the need for ex¬ 
citement and in 
their creative lead¬ 
ership style. 

■ Washington, 
Lincoln and Jef¬ 
ferson are seen as 
introverted. 

■ Dwight Ei¬ 
senhower and 
Harry Truman are 

extroverts while Ulysses S. 
Grant William Howard Taft 
and William McKinley are 
viewed as passive. 

■ Nixon and John Adams 
are described as the "dour 
scholars." 

■ Among the presidents 
where good biographical infor¬ 
mation is available. Washing¬ 
ton was rated tops in character 
and among the most recent 
presidents Jimmy Carter was 
fifth.! 
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In music and message, the beat goes on for EBTG 
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By JJ). Considine 
LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

WHEN THE title tune from 
Everything But the Girl’s new 
album, “Walking Wounded,” 
was about to make its British 
radio debut, Ben Wan—the 
group's chief composer and 
multi-instrumentalist—was a 
bit concerned about how it 
would go over. 

But he wasn't frening what 
the Tans would think. He was 
concerned about his 70-year- 
old mum. 

“I said. ‘Look, it’s going to 
be oa tonight if you want to 
hear it. I don’t know what 
you’re going to make of it but 
tune in,’” Wall recalls. 

“She listened to it. and 
called me up when it was over. 
She said to me that she hadn’t 
really understood what was 
going on rhythmically, but she 
had felt that it was incredibly 
emotionally gripping. I 
thought that was briJJiam com¬ 
ing from her. She didn’t need 
the semantics 10 describe it. 
and I thought that was great." 

Still, ii*s easy to understand 
why Watt would worry. Ever 


since he 
and Tracey 
Thom first 
formed 
eroup 
1982. 

thing — 

Girl, or EBTG, 
was celebrated 
for the softness 
and sophistica¬ 
tion of its sound. 

Where other Eng¬ 
lish allemaroekcrs 
favored loud guitars 
and simple harmonies, 

EBTG stressed acous¬ 
tic instruments and jazz 
chords, going for a sound 
that was somewhere 
between modern lolk and 
‘60s samba. 

By contrast, “Walking 
Wounded” draws its inspira¬ 
tion from lhe synth-and-dnim 
machine sound of contempo¬ 
rary club styles like jungle and 
drum-and-bass. It s not a 
dance record per se. although 
■ a pumped-up remix of 
“Wrong" had considerable 
success in that arena earlier 
this year, but neither is it a 
typical EBTG album. And 
that’s exactly what Watt 
wanted. 


"For me. wc arc at our best 
when there is something to 
contras! those natural, smooth 
sounds that come out fit us 
normally,” he says. 

’Thai fluid, languid thing: 
the sound of Tracey's voice, 
lhe way that I hear melodics. 
You have to give it a con¬ 
trasting extreme to give it 



attention, and I think on our 
worst records, those kinds of 
extremes have been lacking. It 
meant our records have often 
become too' mellow and 
there’s no kind of grip.'' 

There's definitely a sense of 
contrast to the songs on 
• Walking Wounded." though. 
When heard in these arrange¬ 
ments. Thorn's bruised plum 
of a voice seems all the 
^ more affecting against 
the coolly percolat¬ 
ing synths and buzz¬ 
ing. metallic break 
^ beats. 

As Wait says. 
■-/ "she almost 
sounds more. 
human because 
of the kind of 
landscapes she's 
set against.” 

"I found when 
was program¬ 
ming the 
album that I 
could make 
• the beau as 
r' hard as 1 
liked, and in 
some cases 
the sounds as 
extreme as I 
wanted," he 


continues. 

"Like some of those drum 
sounds right at the beginning 
of 'Good Cop Bad Cop.’ 
where they almost sound like 
bedsprings exploding out of 
the speakers. Each time Tracey 
comes in. it's like the camera 
fixes focus on her again, and 
it's this voice of a real person 
amidst this neurotic landscape 
of noise. 

“U was something we'd 
never done before, and / found 
it really exciting to do.” 

Doing it live, however, 
posed quite a challenge for the 
group—particularly given the 
disparity between the sound of 
these new songs and that of 
the back catalog. 

“It was really important, 
conceptually, when we sat 
down to plan the tour, to be 
able to perform both the past 
and present within the same 
band.” Watt says. 

“I didn't want to jettison the 
past and just program up a 
dance-heavy tour. So we tried 
to dream up a really interesting 
way of doing it, and we came 
up with the idea of a futuristic 
beat combo, where on paper it 
was just like a four-piece 
band, but it had (he flexibility 


to do a lot of different styles." 

Watt is enormously happy 
with the way the live version 
of the new songs work 
onstage, but he admits to 
being puzzled by the reaction 
of some fans to the album. 
"People ask. ‘Why does it 
have such a depressing title?"' 
he says. "I say. ’It’s noi called 
'The Dead.'" 

'The characters within 
these songs are survivors,” he 
adds, pointing out that trag¬ 
edy. be it breaking up, losing a 
pareni or suffering a debilitat¬ 
ing illness, is something most 
people go through. “But we 
get up every morning, get on 
the bus, and we go to work. 
We just deal with life in all its 
mundanicy. 

"That’s kind of what the 
record's about." he concludes. 
"These screams of despair, 
that some of the songs are. are 
simply that. It’s like an exor¬ 
cism of emotion, and then you 
still get on and carry on. And 
I’d like to think thai even 
amongsL the despair, there’s 
an energy, a progress toward 
something better. And that’s 
what I mean by optimistic." ■ 



August issue is now on 
selected newsstands 
Jor more information 
Call 645-380 
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Queen 

graduates pilots 

■ Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
the honorary president of the 
Queen Noor Civil Aviation 
Technical College graduated 69 
new students. The Queen dis¬ 
tributed gilts to the graduates 
and the long serving members 
of the college. 

The Dean. Dr Tayseer A1 Tajee 
said that the college is a found¬ 
ing member of the international 
aviation training program 
"Train Air" which assists devel¬ 
oping countries in the field of 
aviation. 


Nasser 56 


Legendary character and 
history of nation 


Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

J amal Abd A! Nasser, the 
most acclaimed Egyp¬ 
tian statesman ever in 
the modem history ol 
Egypt. achieved pivotal 
changes on the Arab political 
scene. His life and thoughts are 
now made into a full lengih fea¬ 
ture film. Apart from the many 
documentaries that were pro¬ 
duced to relate the story 

of Nasser's 23 July - 

revolt, the impressive \ 
Egyptian actor Ahmed > 

Zaki is playing the role ! 
of the leader in the new J 
production of Nasser ■ 

56 ‘ 

The him. recently 
completed, was an ■ 
insiam success in ] 
Egypt. Only shown in \ 
Cairo so far. it has 1 
achieved the highest 
box office sales ever 
recorded in its first 
week. j 

The film has been | 
screened in 17 cinemas i 
in Cairo and is soon to j 
be shown in the rural 
areas and governorates flp| 
of Egypt where the 9 
great leader was born. 

The film focuses on a j 
specific era of Nasser's 
life, it chronicles the 
1956 British. French. | 
Israeli tripartite attack wSM 
on Egypt and the state's Ahn 


decision at that time to nation¬ 
alize the Suez Canal. The two 
events are considered as turn¬ 
ing points in Egypt's modem 
history'. 

The film's scenarist Mah- 
fouz Abd A! Rahman said the 
idea of making the film was 
brought about by a group of 
people. “I. Mamdouh A1 
Laithv. the producer, and Zaki 
thought of a work of art 
through which we can present 



j* 





several enlightening characters 
in the contemporary history of 
Egypt." He added that "the 
strong character of Nasser had 
a great influence on all of us 
that we wanted to write about 
it. The film took 18 months of 
continuous work at a cost 
5841 . 000 ." 

Zaki excelled in absorbing 
the character of Nasser. He 
lived the character over the 18 
months of shooting to the 
extent that he used to 

_become agitated if 

his colleagues called 
him by his real 
name! 

The most difficult 
scene according to 
Zaki was the nation¬ 
alization speech. 
This event required 
hiring 5000 subordi- 
nate characters to act 
Hj as audience. “Read- 
fil ' n = the speech 
HH needed a constant 
exercise. 

^ —-■ something 
j which put 
'"pfigf./, i me in a 
• •" .• (- perpetual 

. \= .- i'-i - sUle of 
/•* anxiety." he 
r' •’ added* "I 


"V J. - did r 

-■ i‘‘ I' involv 
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Ahmed Zaki 




f did not get 
1* involved in 
k any other 
j- : film during 
’ j' the shooting 
; of Nasser 56." 

n The see 
- r nario of the 


Saudi Airlines displays new image 


AMMAN (Stan—In celebration of the 
operation of the new Saudi Arabian Air¬ 
lines' aircraft with a new logo and color, 
the Saudi Arabian Airlines in Jordan ' 
held last week a reception 
at the Queen Alia Interna¬ 
tional Airport. 

The reception was 
attended by Mr Nasser Al 
Lawzi. the minister of 
transport. Mr Nader AI 
Thahabi. general manager 
of Royal Jordanian. Sales 
Manager of Saudi Air¬ 
lines. Mr Sami Judeh. 

General Manager of 
Saudi Arabian Airlines in Amman. Mr 
Nizar Sumbul and a number of travel 
agents. Also attended from the Saudi 
side was Mr Mohammad Al Bassam. 





the charge d'affaires 
of the Saudi ' 

Embassy in Jordan. gggggs 
The first flight by r-?T_ 
the Saudi 
Airbus. A 
300-600— 

one of 11 A - fifc 

300s in the 

Airline's jMr flj 

fleet of 115 fflflrVHT 
Aircraft— 

with its new 
logo and 
color, and a [' HpJ 
capacity of WStt 

258 passengers was . ;,9m l K||lf 
to Jordan. Egypt- 
Casablanca. Damas- 
cus and Dubai. 

Saudi Airlines has 

five flights a week between 
Saudi "Arabia and Iordan. 
This is added to the 11 addi¬ 
tional flights made each 
month. It was announced 
that 63 new aircrafts will he 
added to the fleet in the nexl 
three years. Also the old 
planes are to undergo exten¬ 
sive modernization. 

Renewing the loco and 
color of the Saudi planes 
comes within the com¬ 
pany's efforts to keep up 
with the international 
changes taking place in the 
aircraft industry 1 This also 
requires a restructuring of 
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the administrative board to provide more 
facilities to passengers. The logo is a 
reflection of Saudi Arabia's natural 
aspects 

Unveiling the new colors at a special 
ceremony held in Jeddah recently Dr 
Khaled Bcn-Bakr. director general of 
Saudi Arabian airlines, said the event 
marks the opening of a new chapter in 
the airline's 51-year history 

Over a period ol time all the aspects of 
the Airline's identity will move across to 
the new image including ground equip¬ 
ment. vehicles, ticket offices, uniforms, 
signs ticket jackets, publications, adver¬ 
tising. and other form of corporate iden¬ 
tification. ■ 


Children Festival starts today in Zerqa 


AMMAN t Start—Jordanians 
should call on its governmental 
and NGOs institutions to sup¬ 
port all creative children in the 
country. More encouragement 
is needed to produce children 
who arc critically aw are to con¬ 
tribute to the development of 
society. 

The Children Festival for 
Art and Culture which starts to¬ 
day. Thursday, is taking place 
in Zerqa. It is about directing 
the children's abilities in the 
right way. The festival will 
continue till 28 August. 

The hoard of the festival 
held a press conference in the 
Zerqa Municipality last week. 
The meeting was aimed at 
evaluating last year's festival 
and how the current event 
should move forward. Speakers 
at the meeting stressed the 
need to have more critical chil¬ 
dren. 


Speaking at the confer- p 
enee was Mr Fayez Al Qai- r 
sy. the director of the festi¬ 
val. He briefed the press on 
the nature of the activities to j 1 
be held. 1 

Mr Na'eem Haddadin. 
head of Zerqa Culture Direc¬ 
torate highlighted the impor¬ 
tance of Zerqa group for 
folklore art. He said it made 
great contribution to the suc¬ 
cess of last year’s festival. 
However the group will he 
participating in this year's 
festival. 

The vice president of the 
festival Mr Shukri Al Has- 
san argued that the festival 
in Zerqa should be support¬ 
ed by ail. 

The festival is a great op¬ 
portunity. It is holding a wide 
range of activities. There is the 
Walt Disney World Group, the 
Women Union Group and a 
group from Um Al Hussein 



Charitable Society. The activi¬ 
ties also include films, plays, 
lectures and seminars. On the 
other hand, and in an attempt to 
encourage children to partici¬ 


pate in the festival, the organiz¬ 
ers arc granting participants 
certificates and prizes. Mr Sa- 
meer Oweiss is responsible for 
public relations. ■ 



film was subject to some 
changes. Egyptian TV sug¬ 
gested that it would be better 
not tackle the private life of 
Nasser and his wife Taheyya. 
But highlighting the political 
aspect of Nasser's life without 
at least hinting at his family 
life would just make the audi¬ 
ence fed the cut off. 

But a compromise was 
reached. The number of 
scenes, in which the famous 
Egyptian actress. Fardous 
Abd Ai Hameed acts as 
Taheyya. was downsized from 
15 to 7. 

Abd AI Hameed states that 
because Nasser's wife was not 
a public figure, playing her role 
was a bit difficult. 'Though 
penetrating through the charac¬ 
ter was a tiresome process. 1 
came eventually to love the 
character." she said. “I asked 
the help of Taheyya's daughter 
Huda who gave me lots of 
information about her mother's 
traits, even the wav she used to 
walk." 

The film was shot in black 
and white. This was meant to 
give a real picture of what life 
has really been in that era when 
there was no color TVs. Nasser 
56 is one of a series of films 
written by Abd AI Rahman 
about Egyptian contemporary 
resounding characters and 
acted by Ahmed Zaki. Among 
other films on the agenda 
include Anwar Sadat. Ahmed 
Urabi and Abd Al Haleem 
Hafez.■ 


Drivers go for Al 
Rumman Hill race 



THE ROYAL Automobile Club of Jordan IRACJ) is organizing 
the Al Rumman Hill car race within the club's 1996 activities. 
Sixty cars are participating in the event which will start on 16 
August. The race is organized in cooperation with Pepsi. 

Internationally renowned, there will be drivers from Lebanon. 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. Registration for the race closed last 
week. The final list of entrants was issued on 12 August. His 
Majesty King Hussein is expected to participate. A three kilome¬ 
ter-long course, it is situated two kilometers north of Al Rumman 
village. 

The highest official record registered by a Jordanian driver was 
by King Hussein in 1989 who was driving a Mercedes Benz. He 
won the race by 2:2:42 minutes. As for the officially highest 
record, it was made by the Lebanese racer Jean-Pierre Nasrallah 
in 1:56:42 minutes driving his Lancia Delia Integral last year. 
The Swedish driver. Steg Blue Beglfist, registered the unofficial 
highest record in 1:53:66 driving his Ford RS 200 in 1989 . 

The race has gained a reputable position internationally. U is 
held in accordance with the International sports regulations issued 
by the Federation of International Automobiles (FIAI. The orga¬ 
nizing committee includes Hassan .Ala' AI Deen, head of the 
committee, and members: Tarek Al Taba'a. Hani Nasser, 
Bader Al Rasheed. Waleed Mehiar and Ya'qoub Tabello. ■ 


Fun Club’s sharky show! 

WITH DISCOVERY Channel's Shari: Week (from August 16 to 
August 23). the Fun Channel will be making its live Fun Club 
show a special event aimed at creating a better understanding 
about these increasingly imperilled creatures of the deep. On 
August 16 at 12.00 noon GMT. tune into the Orbit Satellite Tele¬ 
vision and Radio Network's children's channel and join Amy. Baz 
and their fishy friends for a hot edition of this award-winning 
show. 

With your favourite regular features' including Inspector Gadget 
and Wildside. the Fun Club has also got lots of competition, give¬ 
aways. birthdays, stories, and some great prizes to be won. Find 
out which are the five largest sharks in the world and take a differ¬ 
ent look at this species, surrounded by popular myths, with Fun 
Club host Baz (who will certainly be looking a bit sharky that 
day!) There arc also some shark videos and all the Fun Club fun 
to have. 

Make a date on August 16 at 12.00 pm GMT with The Fun 
Channel's Fun Club, and get your pens and paper ready to enter 
the competitions and be a Fun Club winner. Don't forget that if 
you warn to become an official Fun Club member, or if you want 
to introduce your best friend to the Fun Club, or if you just want 
to wish a special somebody a Fun Club Happy Birthday, then post 
us a letter (The Fun Club. The Fun Channel. P.O. Box 8101. 
Limassol. Cyprus), or send a fax (357 569 4242). or E-mail 
ll'un.chnnnel W’ orhiLnet) M 


Mines and quarries 
disturb human and 
environment 








IN COOPERATION wiih the Friedrich Naumann Foundation, the 
Jordan Environment Society (JES) conducted an environmental 
forum on mining and quarrying in Zerqa and the Shomar district 
last week. The event took place at the Zerqa Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. Senator Ibrahim Taqi Al Deen and the Governor of Zer¬ 
qa. Aeed Al Qatarni attended the forum. 

There are 54 quarries in Zerqa which arc used for different pur¬ 
poses: 29 for dumping, one for coarse. 16 for marmor. eight, for 
building stones and two for industrial purposes. Quarries in Jordan 
are licensed according to the Natural Resource Authority. 

Quarries cause a lot of unnecessary damage. They crack hous¬ 
es. invade forests, pollute air. erode soil, cause noise, distort the 
natural beauty and disturb the ecosystem. 

The forum tackled quarries and their negative impact on the en¬ 
vironment and people. Topics like quarries licensing procedures, 
monitoring, health and environmental impacts and the issue of 
legislation were on top of the agenda. 

Quarries are a hot issue in Jordan because of the damage they 
cause. They destroy the landscape, exist near residential areas and 
are scattered everywhere rather than centered in few places. ■ 



The toaster divers of Pago Pago 



'Well, H I’m lucky, I should be able to get off 
this thing In about six more weeks.” 



Mutants on the Bounty 




Final page of the Medical Boards 


Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition by Hani 
Al Horani. entitled People 
and Places. at the 
Baladna Art Gallery, 
ends today 

■ An exhibition entitled 
Science for Health, at the 
British Council, continues 
till 17 August 

■ An exhibition by Eman 
Odch, at the Phoenix art 
Gallery, continues till 20 
August 

M An exhibition by Huss¬ 
ein Da'seh and Nader 


Samara, at the Orfali art 
Gallery, ends today 

■ An exhibition by Arab 
and Foreign artists, at Alia 
Gallery, ends today 

■ An exhibition by Lina 
Hiari. at Housing Bank 
Complex Gallery, contin¬ 
ues till 31 August 

Films 

■ Full Metal Jacket, at 
The American Centre, 
today at 5:00 pm. 
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Half a century of chemical warfare alters the rules between agriculture and i n se cts 

Think first, spray later 


[ By Cameron Brandt 

T he widespread application of 
DDT and other chemical pesti¬ 
cides from the 1940s onwards was 
hailed as a new dawn in man’s 
endless struggle with crop-de¬ 
stroying insects. It certainly woke 
up the brown pianthopper. ‘ JurmmB 

A relatively minor pest m die T^om - 

rice paddies of Asia, die brown njnm 
pianthopper {Nilaparvata In- iHlul 
gats) suddenly found tliat most 
ofits natural predators iiad been killed 
off by the relendess application of 
chemical pesticides. Its population ex¬ 
ploded, and by the mid-1980s it was 
doing damage in the order of US$700 
million annually to Indonesia’s rice 
crop alone. Added applications of pes¬ 
ticide did little to stop this trend. 

Asia’s experience with the brown 
pianthopper is not unique. Such out¬ 
breaks, allied to a growing resistance 
to chemicals on the part of many 
pests and the environmental costs 
of pesticide use, have forced farm¬ 
ers and scientists to reassess the re¬ 
lationship between insects and agri¬ 
culture. The old view, that with a few 
exceptions the only good insect was a 
dead one,is slowly giving way. Instead, 
the idea that there are minimum levels 
for insect pests that can be achievedby 

Can’t afford pesticides? 


careful management is gaining ground. 

The relationsliip between insects am! 
agriculture lakes place on several levels, 
all ofwliich are experiencing cl tinge: 

► Insects are perhaps best known as 
agricultural pests. There are an estimat¬ 
ed 20,000 species of insects that, be- 
LVC Causc °f die damage they do to 
crops and livestock, can be clos- 

N sified as pests. Even in die age of 
chemical pesticides, diey eat or 
damage 30 percent of die world’s 
crops. In 1995, an estimated 2.6 million 


tons of pesticides with a market value of 
$30 billion were used, mostly in support 
of agricultural production. 

► Inserts play a key role in die fertil¬ 
ization of many important crops such as 
oranges, apples and odicr commercially 
grown fruits. They are now being 
used to tight both plant and 

insect pests. 

► As j 


Bees have been farmed since antiquity 
for their honey, and there are now mar¬ 
kets for butterflies and insects—such as 
ladybirds—that 

Pesticides, 


attack other insc* Ls rlccim-tl |hsls l>v 
farmers arid »:ifrlcricrs. 

►Bv currying diseases dial allc* J hu¬ 
mans, iitsecLs limit the ran^c and si opi: 
of agricultural activity. 

► As a source of genetic material Im 
bioengineering of new crop varieties. 
While this role for insects is still in its ear¬ 
liest stage, it is likely to grow in impor¬ 
tance over the next decade. 

Of diesc links, it is die one tying |km 
species to agriculture dial is shuwii ig die 
greatest signs of change. 

To control die 


a crop 
the m - 
selves. 


WANTED! 
DEAD OR ALIVE 


1111 the "magic hillel that teas gvinq ft> prr-tcct 

agriculture from insect pests, has haimeed off its target, 'Jodaijs 
farmers, faced with the economic. ctiid &mn'Pmieu(at rests vf poismons 
chemicals, are starting ft* deaf with the pesticide- 

resistant insects that tafieoz third.of iheir crop khvecu 

planting and market 



■Ludij/'ird 


Established in America to 
help contioi certain aphid 
species 



li asp ■/)( icnphit is enveipes 

May control the tobacco budworm Hehoihis, 
which cause a billion dollars in damage to coaon, 
com. soybeans, tobacco, and other crops • 1 


Leccineltut 

Eating a brown pianthopper. 
When Insecticides kill natural 
predators, the brown pianthop- 
per population can reach 1,000 
per dump of rice 



Neem tree 
offers hope 



(cctle 


• Tested to combat a cosily 

• weed that'lnfests 2.5 million 
Z acres of rangeland and pas- 

• tureisnd in the Great Plains 


By Omar F. Younes effectively, economically and safely 

T he light shed by science is not where it is needed most—in develop- 
abvays welcome. Fanners on the ing countries—Ahmed has created a 
island of Leyte in the Philippines list of necessary qualities, 
sneak out at night to avoid its “The plant should be: perennial, 
harsh glare. easy to grow, survive when (its) pest- 

These farmers are armed with control properties are harvested, nol 
bunches of twigs from the madre de ca- become a weed or host plant to 
cao tree, which they place in their pad- pathogens or insects and possess com- 

dy fields to discourage sterabor- reporting pJ en,entar y econoraicuses T ^ e 

er insects- The farmers do not Jwm - pest-control material harvested 

want the insects to eat their lti|IU| should: effectively control 

crops. Nor do they want to be uftHtv abroad range of target pests, 

labeled “backward,” their fate if pose no liazard to non-target or- 

they are seen employing such a tradi- ganisms or the envtrounient, be easy to 
tional method of pest control. Iiarvest, formulate, and use with simple 

The dilemma faced by fanners in village-level technology.” 
the Philippines is not an isolated one. • The only plant found to possess all 

Explains Saleem Ahmed, a Senior Fel- of these requirements is die neem tree 
low in the Program of Environment at (Azardirachta indica). The neem tree 
the East-West Center in Honolulu; is a slow-growing tree with an often 
“The use of botanical materials (as a crooked trunk. A mature tree reaches 
pesticide) appears to have fallen not 7-20 meters in height and its dark 
only because of uncertainty of their green leaves can spread out to 5-10 me- 

livcuess and the ah- 

botanical pesticidea—in which plants’ ters. It vkis discovered over l.OOO vears 
oatural properties control die ago by die Arab scholar Abu Mansur, 


effectively, economically and safely 
where it is needed most—in develop¬ 
ing countries—Ahmed has created a 
list of necessary qualities. 

“The plant should be: perennial, 
easy to grow, survive when (its) pest- 
control properties are harvested, not 
become a weed or host plant to 
pathogens or insects and possess com- 
plementary economic uses. The 

- pest-control material harvested 

should: effectively control 
abroad range of target pests, 
pose no liazard to non-target or¬ 
ganisms or the environment, be easy to 
Iiarvest, formulate, and use with simple 
village-level technology’.” 

The only plant found to possess all 
of these requirements is die neem tree 
(Azardirachta indica). The neem tree 
is a slow-growing tree with an often 
crooked trunk. A mature tree reaches 
7-20 meters in height and its dark 
green leaves can spread out to 5-10 me- 
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the grains 
from “stored grain 

pests.” They eidicr mix a handful of 
dried leaves in each sack or apply a neem 
leaf paste inside a container storing the 
grain. A second popular use derived 
from die neem tree is the neem cake. 
The cake is made from residues left af¬ 
ter oil is extracted from die neem seed. 

Most farmers who use the cake dif¬ 
fer from diose that use the leaves, ac¬ 
cording to Ahmed, in that they are, “af¬ 
fluent, educated, and sophisticated 
farmers who buy djis product in die 
market because (hey find no synthetic 
pesticide to be as effective for nema¬ 
tode control.” 

The neem flourishes in subhumid to 
semiarid conditions without irrigation 
and very- little rainfall. Native to the In¬ 
dian subcontinent, die neem tree over 
decades has been exerted to odier ar¬ 
eas around die world. It is fotmd largely 
in Africa, South Asia and has recendy in- 
^ y.| troduced to Central 


The Mexican Dean beet/e larva, a devastating pest 
of snap and soybeans, becomes a meal for the 
Splned soldier bug 


Undoing a royal folly 


brown 
hopper, 
Asian coun¬ 
tries turned to Inte¬ 
grated Pest Management 
(IPM). Using existing 
predators. resistant 
strains of rice and other 
natural methods, such as 
timing the planting of die 
rice when pest species are 
not able to take advantage, 
Indonesia saw rice produc¬ 
tion jump 15 percent while 
the use of chemical pesti¬ 
cides fell by nearly’ lialf. 

Other examples of dus 
strategy include decoying 
pests, a tactic used by cotton 
growers in Central America 
who grow a small prelimi¬ 
nary crop that lures pests to 
small, concentrated areas 
where they can be de¬ 
stroyed. Importing preda¬ 
tors is another approach; 
die cassava mealy bug im¬ 
ported by’ Cuban troops 


iimi Anjpila was eventually brought un¬ 
der control by a parasitic wasp. 

I PM has a direct.cash benefit forbudi 
the fanners and the government. By eliin- 
iimliny, a subsidy licit nilse-t die costs of 
pesticides by Kp percent, Indonesian au¬ 
thor ities saved themselves $125 million 
annually. The farmers, meanwhile, are 
getting 1 libber yields with lower inputs. 

Insects i an also have a more direct 
cash return lor fanners. The growing in¬ 
terest in microeiiterpri.ses gives more 
scope ami capital for businesses that 
’Marm" ii isects (■ ir j in ifits. The California 
Environmental Protection Agency pro¬ 
duces a Look listing private companies 
that sell “beneficial organisms"—insects 
dial prey on pests. The 1994 edition list¬ 
ed 95 companies, including die Canada- 
based Better Meld Insects and the Rocky 
Mountain Insectary in die US. 

One of die keys to successful opera¬ 
tion • 'f I PM and agricultural microenter¬ 
prises is human capital—experienced, 
well-trained farmers familiar with die 
land and die crops diey are farming. Tliis 
hitman capital, ironically, may be threat¬ 
ened by a resurgence of human diseases 
diat are carried by insects. Foremost of 
diese is malaria, which already claims 2 
million lives a year and puts another 100 
million people out of action for varying 
periods of time. Not only is die malarial 
parasite gaining a resistance to the drugs 
used to treat it. but die mosquitoes that 
carry’ it are frequently’ immune to com¬ 
mon pesticides. 

Because of the vicious cycle of re¬ 
sistance and environmental damage as¬ 
sociated with pesticide use, the answer 
to controlling these diseases may lie in 
genetic engineering. Accounting for 
some SO percent of the 1 million 
species living on earth, insects repre¬ 
sent a vast pool of genetic material for 
this growing field. 

Wliile it seems far-fetched that the 
DNA of an insect might be the key to 
better cereal crops, one of the earliest 
successful pieces of agricultural bio¬ 
engineering involved the use of genet¬ 
ic material from salmon to create toma¬ 
toes that stay fresh longer.® 

Cameron Brandt is managing 
editor OF The World paper. 
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pests—as a substitute for chemical 
ones. They are “rediscovering” tech¬ 
niques which farmers have been using 
for centuries to control pests—-with 
good success, 

Ahmed has studied these plants and 

S die “traditional” formers who have 
| used them, identifying over2,400 plant 
species that have pest-control proper¬ 
ties. Very few, however, are in use and 
most of these are found in traditional 
knn systems. For a plant to be utilized 


from Baku. The scientific name, 
Azadirachta^ is derived from the 1,000 
year-old Persian/Undu n ame^AzadDi- 
rahht. Admired for its uses, die name 
means die “noble” or “free” tree. 

According to Ahmed, the extracts 
from the neem control over 250 pests. 


\ America and die 

\. Caribbean. One of 

k \. the world’s largest 

« plantations is in 

Saudi Arabia where 
approximately 
50,000 trees have 
Effi vJ been planted on the 

Plains of Arafat. Be- 
ing near Mecca, the 
trees proride shade 
to die millions ofpil- 
griiiis time visit each 

v ]© For all its salu- 

Vkfcjl uiry properties, the 
j | neem’s role in ben- 

l lICC (.firing mankind 

may be limited by man himself. WR 
Grace, die New York based multina¬ 
tional lias tried to patent some iteetn 
byproducts for commercial gam. A 
coalition of200 non-governmental or¬ 
ganizations from 40 countries has filed 
suit in protest. The advance oi the 
modest neem beyond its workaday val¬ 
ue for traditional Indian and Pakistani 


including mites, rice stemborers, the formers hangs in die legal balance. © 
cotton bull worm and termites. In a sur- - 


vey conducted in 1988, Ahmed found 
that 50 percent of500 formers in India 
and Pakistan use neem leaves to protect 


Ecyptian-born Omar F. Younes 
is currently interning at 'the 
WorldPaper. 


By James Fahn 

F ew relationships are as am¬ 
biguous as that between humans 
and insects: sometimes they are al¬ 
lies, sometimes enemies. 

In Thailand, no one knows that 
better than Banpot Napompeth, a 
US-trained entomologist and one of 
•the country’s leading experts on bio¬ 
logical control. As executive di- R£pc 
rector of the National Biological 
Control Research Center QlU 
(NBCRC), during die last two ijflll 
decades he has overseen die im¬ 
portation of over 30 insects for use in 
controlling harmful pests and plants 
which have run wild. 

Banpot is certainly aware of die dan¬ 
gers involved in importing foreign 
species, hi foci, many of the projects he 
oversees are expressly designed to halt 
the rampant growoh of plants and ani¬ 
mals which have already found their 
way into Thailand and thrived at die 
expense of native species, and die local 
economy. But he believes die benefits 
outweigh die risks. “When people ask 
me about the dangers ofbiological con¬ 
trol mediods, 1 like to ask in return if 
they have considered the hazards of us¬ 
ing pesticides and other chemicals,” he 
explains. “Often, they haven’t.” 

The most recent project carried out 
by die NBCRC entailed importing die 
water hyacinth moth (sameodes al - 
bigyittalis) to control the explosive 
growdi of a plant which has clogged 
waterways and become a serious prob¬ 
lem forbodi water-borne transport and 
dispersing flood waters. 

The water hyacindi plant, native to 
South America, ^was originally brought 
to Thailand nearly a century ago by a 
royal consort, who came across it on a 
trip to Java and became entranced by 
its beautiful flower, according to Ban¬ 
pot. The plant was brought hack to 
Thailand and dippings were handed 
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out to favored friends. 

When it began to grow prolifically, 
some of the plants were dumped in 
canals, from wrlience they have spread 
all over the country, and indeed the re¬ 
gion. A Few years after the plant was in¬ 
troduced to Thailand, a law known as 
the Water Hyacinth Act had to be en¬ 
acted making it illegal to help propa- 
n\G S atc water-borne weed. 

-Nevertheless, and despite con- 

ijjjr rinvung efforts by die army, the 
Uln navy and other authorities to 
clear the canals, the water hy¬ 
acinth continues to run riot. 

The humble moth has therefore 
been enlisted into the battle. It feeds on 
the leaves, and then lays eggs which 
hatch into larvae that eat the plant’s in¬ 
nards, particularly pans vital to the 
plant’s growdi. 

Tliis modi is die diird insect to be 
imported to Thailand by die NBCRC 
to control die water . . .. • 

hvacinth. The mot- ■».. . ■ 

tied water hyacinth AUflOBgR Uief 

weevil {neochctina . ■ . —_ . 

ciehhvmiae) was re- CKU BUtfitS Wl 
leased in 1979 and .. . . ■ 
the chevroned wa- It13t EM DC IK 
ter hyacinth weevil . < ■» » 

(neochetina bruchi) tfOl, irallpOI DI 
in 1991. Both in- ■ ■ 

sects feed on the 11)811) 01) pDllC 
water hvacinth in a . .«* 

manner similar to SDOUKl D6 COD 
the moth, and Ban- . ■ ■ r ■ 

pot contends dieir tll8 pflUlIC OOP 
release in Thailand 
has been successful. But he adds that 
the task they are charged with is simph’ 
too enormous to show quick results. 

“The (molded) weevil has become 
established in every release site. It has 
now spread all over Southeast Asia,” 
explains Banpot. “But it hasn't con¬ 
tained the water hyacinth dial well. Ac¬ 
tually. it’s a rather time-consuming 


Although there are commer¬ 
cial wtflts which sell insects 
that can be used for bioeon- 
trol, Banpot doesn’t support 
them on principle, insects 
should be considered part of 
the public domain 


process. The water hyacinth has been 
around for nearly a 100 years, and die 
weevil only 20. But I do believe it has 
been more successful dian similar pro¬ 
jects in the US. There is a much Iiigh- 
er number of weevils per sample,” he 
explains,picking up a rather wilted and 
battered-looking hyacinth plant being 
studied at die institute's main office on 
the campus of Kasersart University in 
Bangkok. 

Banpot pulls apart some of the 
shoots, displaying several weevils, 
which being nocturnal creatures scur¬ 
ry to get out of the sunlight. Then he 
points out some larvae buried deep in 
the core of the plant. “We brought the 
second and third predators because 
they feed on different types of hyacinth 
plants. The moth, for instance, goes af¬ 
ter the smaller variety.” He adds diat 
these projects were also carried out at 
least partly for research reasons, 
ix v v ... Lake main* of die 

arecommer- NBCRC. die water 

:h sell insects 

j t., America, but came 

D TOr UlOeOfl- to Thailand via re- 

_ im. __ search contacts in 

■SO t SUPPOft Florida. “Most of 

te | f the weeds and plants 

■ inSCblS which have infested 

tiered part of in South America. If 

■ you talk about grass- 

110 es, they usually 

come from the 
Mediterranean area,” Banpot says. “And 
of course there are plants from Southeast 
Asia which have spread around the world 
and become pests elsewhere.” 

Although there are commercial out¬ 
fits which sell insects that can be used 
for biocontrol, Banpot says he doesn’t 
support them on principle. Insects, and 
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PESTS OR PARTNERS? 
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‘Prevention is better than cure" 


Africa looks beyond pesticides 


By McOiviti O. Thomas 

iar.ming in sub-Saharan Africa is 
fraught with difficulties and eco¬ 
nomic risks. The usual culprits are 
frequent droughts and declining 
soil fertility. However, equally 
bad—if not worse—are the nu¬ 
merous insect pests that destroy a sub¬ 
stantial portion of the continents food 
production every year. 

Over three-quarters of the species 
living on earth are insects. The major¬ 
ity of them live in die tropics where cli¬ 
matic conditions favor 
their survival. As a re¬ 
sult. insects and related 
arthropods such as 
mires are one of the key 
factors limiting agricultural productiv¬ 
ity in the tropics. 

Insect pests are as old as agriculture 
itself. Those that feed on crops did so 
long before these useful plants were do¬ 
mesticated. Records of devastating lo¬ 
cust plagues appear in the Bible. How¬ 
ever, the relationship between insects 
and crops has changed little over the 
years. What is changing rapidly is the 
way tills relationship is managed. 
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sis tan ce to any form of synthetic pesti¬ 
cide—thanks mainly to their ability to 
breed in vast numbers. 

Scientists, recognizing that “pre¬ 
vention is' betrer than cure,” are devel¬ 
oping more environment-friendly tech¬ 
niques to fight these enemies. One 
technology that embraces this philoso¬ 
phy is classical biological control 
(CBC), an old technique whose aim is 
to “manage” pests rather than eradicate 
them. According to Omwega, biologi¬ 
cal control agents are usually specific to 
certain pests, so CBC employs “bene¬ 
ficial” insects to control “non-benefi- 
cial" ones and maintain them at an eco¬ 
nomical!)' acceptable level. 

A major pest of maize and sorghum 
in eastern and southern Africa is the 
spotted stem-borer (Ckilv partellus), 
which was accidentally imported into 
Africa in the 1930s. In 1993, ICIPE 
and the Kenya Agricultural Research 


Institute released a tiny, exotic wasp. 
Cotesta Jlai'ipeSy which is a natural en¬ 
emy of the borer, to control it. By en¬ 
tirely natural means, Cotesia is able to 
cut the borer's reproductive cycle, but 
it cannot eliminate it altogether as the 
waspis specific to Chilo: if it kills all the 
borers, it loses its own means of sur¬ 
vival. Thus the balance between pest 
and predator is maintained—the prin¬ 
ciple of CBC. 

The IPM solution 

Of the numerous alternatives tried 
out in the recent past. Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) is showing the 
greatest promise. IPM was developed 
alter World War II as an alternative to 
synthetic pesticides, but its widespread 
application has only just begun in 
Africa. Among its most ardent enthusi¬ 
asts is the African Highlands Initiative 
(AHI), a regional effort to enhance nat¬ 


ural resources management in the high¬ 
lands of East and Central Africa. 

IPM seeks to maintain the natural 
checks and balances that exist in nature. 
Again, it aims to manage pests rather 
than eradicate them. like CBC, the idea 
is to limit pest numbers to levels vvhere 
they are economically tolerable. It em¬ 
ploys several different techniques: the 
management or manipulation of the 
habitat to reduce pest numbers, cultural 
practices such as crop rotations and mix¬ 
ing different crops, careful selection or 
development ofplants with resistance to 
pests and diseases, and improving soil 
fertility so that crops get enough nutri¬ 
ents to stay healthy and able to fight off 
diseases. 

IPM allows tire judicious use of 
agro-chemicals, but only as a last re¬ 
sort, and the use, dosage and applica¬ 
tion are carefully adjusted to produce 
localized and specific effects on target 


pests. Both ICIPE and .AHI are cur¬ 
rently targeting those pests that destroy 
food crops that are most vital to the 
African farmer; maize, sorghum, beans, 
cowpea and banana. 

Given the attention focused on 
fighting insect pests, it is easy to forget 
the beneficial insects. Hans Herrens, 
ICIPE’s director general, believes that 
the time has come to look at the other 
side of the coin, at the positive contri¬ 
butions of arthropods, and how to con¬ 
serve these “good” insects through bet¬ 
ter understanding and utilization. 

ICIPE has two projects on “com¬ 
mercial insects"—beekeeping and silk¬ 
worm rearing. These are not new 
technologies, yet they can be useful in¬ 
come generating options in a larger 
strategy for poverty alleviation, partic¬ 
ularly for women and rural communi¬ 
ties. Both have no known negative ef¬ 
fects on the environment, require little 
initial investment, and are particularly 
attractive for communities living in 
marginal areas, where the risk of crop 
failure is high. 

Beneficial uses ofinsects can stretch 
the definition of agriculture even far¬ 
ther, as in the case of butterfly “farm¬ 


ing" on the Kenyan coast. Known as the 
Kipepeo (Swahili for butterfly) project, 
it aims to alleviate the dependence of 
the people living along the edges of the 
Arabuko-Sokoke forest on convention¬ 
al crop forming, which was prone to an¬ 
imal damage. Currently, the project in¬ 
volves over 140 formers, who now rear 
butterfly pupae for export to Europe 
and North America besides their nor¬ 
mal agricultural activities. 

At $1 per insect pupa, it is more lu¬ 
crative than conventional agriculture.® 


McOwm O. Thomas works for 
the International Centre for 
Research in Agroforestry in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
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food for thought 


What’s a pest? 

According to Charles Omwega, an in¬ 
sect scientist at the Nairobi-based Inter¬ 
national Centre oflnsect Physiology and 
Ecology (ICIPE). only a few of the mil¬ 
lions ofinsects are pests. Indeed, most of 
them play a key role in sustaininglife on 
earth. An insect becomes a pest only 
when it competes directly with humans 
for food or leads to economic losses. 
Even liarmful insects become pests only 
when their economic damage to crops 
readies intolerable limits. 

Insect pests affect food productivity 
directly by reducing the quality and 
quantity of the crop produced or indi¬ 
rectly by serving as vectors for plant (as 
well as human and animal) diseases. In 
t Africa, losses due to insect damage range 
from 25-40 percent of the crop, reach¬ 
ing SO percent in serious cases. Yet ac¬ 
cording to experts, without a 4 percent 
annual increase in food production the 
continent may face an SO million metric 
ton Food shortfall by 2020. 

The traditional w'ay to fight insect 
pests is by chemical pesticides. But' 
George Oduor, a Kenyan scientist 
working with the International Insti¬ 
tute for Biological Control, says the ex¬ 
perience of the 50 years that synthetic 
pesticides have been in existence has 
shown that their widespread use has 
serious implications for health and the 
environment. Moreover, insects have a 
seemingly endless ability to develop re- 
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Supermarket to the world. 


presumably other species, should be 
considered part of the public domain, 
according to the researcher. 

When biocoutrol agents are first 
brought into Thailand. Banpot says they 
are run tlirough extensive tests to make 
sure they only Feed on the host at which 
die)’ are aimed. “We run tests in quaran¬ 
tine with 30 different types of economic 
plants to see if die insects prey on them,” 
he explains. “If there is any doubt about 
die results, we destroy the colony." 

Asked whether he has ever been ac¬ 
cused of bringing in harmful insects, 
Banpot says that just at the time the first 
weevil was brought in, there was an 
outbreak of a rice-eating weevil. 

“Some non-scientists pointed the 
finger at us. but it was a different 
species. These water hyacinth w’eevils 
don’t eat rice.” Banpot has a kind of 
“bisect cemetery” in his office where he 
preserves the original specimens of im¬ 
ported insects to be used as evidence 
hi case of any future accusations. 

Meticulous and self-confident by 
nature, Banptir’s experience is useful in 
Thailand, where regulations are weak 
and outdated, and law enforcement of¬ 
ten lax. Banpot also serves as chairman 
of the National Biosafety Council, but 
laments that he is often ignored by 
higher authorities. 

Thailand's potential for developing 
biotechnology and using biocontrol is 
huge with its rich biodiversity and siz¬ 
able pool of manpower skilled in med¬ 
icine and agriculture. But of course it 
would take only one small mistake to 
create an environmental disaster.® 


James Fa hn is the Environment 
Editor at The Nation, an English- 

language DAILY NEWSPAPER IN 

Thailand. 


It’s a big responsibility, one we don’t take lightly. 

It’s a commitment, to supplying food to people all over the 
world. A commitment that has led to a unique partnership between 
ADM and the American farmer. Together, we help feed our growing 
world by turning the bounty of the land into soy protein products, 
food ingredients, and so much more. 

And we deliver these agricultural products virtually everywhere 
in the world through our comprehensive transportation network 
using railcars, river barges, trucks, and ocean-going vessels. 

The way we see it, being Supermarket to the world means being 
able to make a world of difference...now and for 
generations to come . 

ADM 
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Programs on JTV 
from 17-23 August 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

3;00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Moo min 
3:30—Pumpkin Patch 
3:45—Blue Heelers 
4:30—Big Brother Jake 
5:00 —French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
735—The Tor kelsons 
8d)0—The Album Show 
8:45—Miami Vice 

9:10—Prism (local) 

20r00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film: The 
Color Purple, starring: Danny 
Clover and Whnopic Goldberg 

SUNDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—The Mask 
3:25—Bush School 
3:35—Mac and Mutley 
4:00—Italian Soccer 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:33—Cinema, Cinema 
8:00—The American Chart 
Show 

S:45— Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
9:10—Black's Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25— Frcnchie 
11:40—Shotf Story Cinema 
12:10—Nelson's Column 

MONDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Adventures On The 
Rainbow Pond 
3:30—Richie Rich 
3:45—Playa bout 


4:00—Gillette World Special 

4-JO—Hey Dad 

5:00— French Programs 

7:30—News Headb'nes 

7:35—The Hypnotic World 

of Paul Mcketma 

8:00—Milner Fenwick 

8:10—Matlock 

9:10— Autism -A world Apart 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—The Bold & The 

Beautiful 

11:10—Mancuso FBI 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:0S—Iris 

3:20—Captain Planet 

3:40—Hot Shots 

4:00—Bob Morrison show 

4:30—Alf 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:33—Blossom 

8:00—On A day- Thousands 

of Years Ago 

8:30—Encounter 

9:10—Star Trek 

JO.-0O—News at Ten 

10:25—Human Target 

11:15—Hawai 5-0 

11:45—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00 —Holy Koran 
3:0S—Iris 

3:20—The Flintstones 
3:25—The New Three 
Stooges 

3 JO—The Adventurers 
4:00—Kelly 

4:30—The Earth Revealed 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
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ACROSS 

37 Chap 


Toledo 

1 Rtcsdrsh 

38 Entreaty 

64 

Avarice 

6 Gratify 

39 Superlative 



10 Huntley or 

suffix 


DOWN 

Akins 

40 Body Crt 

1 

Golf term 

14 Valuable 

poeuy 
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*— Lone 

viol HI 

42 WWW 


Cowhand - 

IS Frozen 

vessels 

3 

Put down 

dessert 

44 Camalian 

4 

Al the peak 

16 A Turner 

45 Fruit 

5 

Attest 

17 Synthetic 

46 British 

6 

Shows 

material 

county 


interest 

18 Waste 

48 Lamb’s nom 

7 

Harsh 

atiowance 

deplume 

8 

Abound 


19 Too 

20 Stingy 

23 RteHosfon 

26 Noisy 

27 ScamSn- 
avian 

28 Primrose's 
kin 

30 Quote 

31 Parities 

32 tfghtarw 
NBskJe 

33 Attention 
getter 

36 Oboe 


49 Compass 
rearing 

50 Certain 
construction 
men 

53 Morays 

54 Lite times 

55 What vent 
means 

59 Disturbance 

60 Clock sound 

61 Of warships 

62 Broadway 
acronym 

63 This, in 


9 TaSn's land 

10 Actress tna 

11 Auras 

12 Follow 

13 New Mexico 
art town 

21 Kings: Fr. 

22 Distinction 

23 Frighten 

24 Pans 

25 Young 
hooter 

29 Downcast 

30 Shout 
32 Pubfic 


vehicle 

33 Locale 

34 — Han U. 

35 Savor 

37 Olympus 
dwetfer 

38 Hawaiian 
food 

40 Wyatt of the 
old West 

41 Man of me 
cloth 

42 Grandiose 

43 Using a car 
pedal 

44 Nap 

45 Site of ML 
McKinley 

46 Wriier 
Gertrude 

47 Spartan serf 

48 Oust 

50 Antitoxins 

51 Selves 

52 Cicatrix 

56 St- 

57 Ms. West 

56 Old times, to 

poets 
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life is LUCE a 

10-SFEE9 BIKE 
MOST OF US 
6EMS 

WE NEVE* 

USE 


*MMAN 

HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

A PUCE FOR ALL SEASONS 
18 SUITES FURNISHED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
( all have a sifting «f- dinning mom, comfortable bed rooms satellite 
channels, direct telephone a kite ken with all utensils you may need} 
Suitable prices. 

4T- We give you 24 hrs services 

Enjoy & Celebrate whatever occasion you have in our 
Cojfee shop at Terras. 

wzrrus tozjMo'Xz $wti%i$zs 

Wa AlaJi Tel. 837175 - 837172 



Maria Carey in The Album Show, on Saturday at 8:00 pm 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:33—Evening Shade 
8:00—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
]O;0t>—News al Ten 
10:25—'The Bold & The 
Beautiful 
11:10—Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Double Dragon 
3 J5—NBA Basketball 
4:30—Take Your Pick 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 


7:33—Herb’s Lucy 
8:00—Tara lata 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News a I Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: If 
Someone Had Known, star¬ 
ring: Kellie Nan in and Kevin 
Dobson 

12:00—Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Dumb and Dumber 

3:30—Bush School 

3:45—Name your Adventure 

4:10—Crystal Maze 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

ar. 


7 JO—News Headlines 
7:33—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty Boys 
8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10—The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 

Dinner at Eight, slurring: 
Lauren Bacall and Marsha 
Mason 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Des.sins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La i te devunt moi 
5 JO—Jeux 

Pvramide 
6:00—Seric 

Chateau Valien 
7:00—l.e journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
-Lislhumc ■ 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins unimes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
Lj \ ie devuni moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramid? 

6:00—Magazine 

La marc lie du sieclc 
-Lc desert, sahles emou 
wmislire panic 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports ct musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dcssins amines 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devunt moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyruniide 
6:00—Magazine 

La mnrche du siecle 
uLc desert, sables emou 
emits2eme panic 
7:00—Le journal 


7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramid? 

6:00—Varietes 

Hommage a Michel 
Berger 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Documentaire 

La France aux 1000 
\illaees 

-La Hante-Garonne- 
5:30—Varietes 

L*invite de marque 

Claude Nougaro- 
6:00—Documentaire 
Route rouiier 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sporu ct musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Divertissement 

•Le festival interna¬ 
tional du cirque - 
5:30—Divertissement 
Surprise Surprise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 
8:00—Varietes 
Taratata 
-Bon Jovi» 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Telefilm 

«L"instinct de Range * 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


fr.—r , .-w.=g 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun's-still in 
Gemini — an excellent time tor 
scholastic endeavors. 

Aries (.March 21-April 19). Your 
new knowledge will impress an older 
person. Buy something to make your 
job easier. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). A 
gorgeous foreigner draws your atten¬ 
tion. This could be an excellent rela- 
cionship. Ask questions so you can 
figure out a lechnicaJ assignment 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Discuss 
your financial situation with an older 
person. Don’t worry about a supervi¬ 
sor's ultimatum — nothing will come 
of it. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You 
and a friend ntay have to work 
together to get what you want. Slop 
by City Hall to get a legal matier set¬ 
tled. Don't wait. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). A tough 
job interferes with your entertainment 
plans. Postpone your club meetings 
and parties. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 221 Consult 
your sweetheart or a dear friend and 
get the support you need to handle a 
lough assignment. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). You'll 
be fabulous with words. You may 
feel like you’re gelling nowhere. Just 
keep plugging away. 

Scorpio lOcL 24-Nov. 21). You 
don’t have to wait until your next 
raise to stun earning money. Study 
something you can use now. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your best friend isn't going to help 
you save money. You’ll have the 
patience for research. You're smart, 
but you'll run into more problems. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22 -Jan. 19). You 
have extra stamina for paperwork. 
You won’t give up, even if it’s lough. 
Get an electronic gadget to make it 
easier. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Do a 
job you've been avoiding. Launch 
new projects. Solve a complicated 
problem. Count your money — there 
may be less than you thought. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Your 
friends can help you settle a domestic 
dispute. Get a friend to help you 
untangle paperwork. If you wait, it'll 
be even more difficult. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Travel and higher educa¬ 
tion arc easy and fun. You may even 
get a book published. Finish projects 
already started and take care of an 
older person. Your rewards come 
later. 


O 19 %.Tntanr Media Senders 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 





WE RAN EM RAtSdUSR.. 
WE PE MORALIZE?'EM-. 
WE TERRORIZEP'EM... > 



ANP NEXT TIME WE 'LL 
SCORE ON'EM 11 



ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


I ^THIS.EVER/TWE 
I WEAK A WEW ‘T-5HICT „ 

1 <56T BELL'S- BUTttXl PUZZf 
——— 

V/KAT5 

kuy- 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 






massage.. 


NASPY 


GINOG 


QUiNUE 


NAHVIS 




'QO( 


how ths busy 

PBEJAY’S joe 
LEFT KIM. 


Saw arrange die tircM letters to form 
(be Surprise taw, as suggested bjr (he 
ubove cartoon. 



print answer here: [ 1 

DNINNldS — IUW m q°f atp WH J***sav 

HSINVA 3f)blNn DNIOD ASNVd :sia^suv 


Words of 
Wisdom 


\ Acts of kindness arc pre- 1 
; cious because they cannot be j 
bought. 

m m • 

I If you borrow trouble, you ) 
j may soon end up possessing! 

: it- I 

• • • 

Grief is a natural process [ 
that allows people to moum 
: the death of a loved one and \ 
go on living; but indulgence | 
i of that grief will consume; 
what is left of your life. j 

i You can tell you’re cynical 
' when you’d rather win an 
i argument than be right ! 

• • • 

• Idleness has a way of fiU- 
; jng up all available time. 

■ • * 

! If you have to sing your 
i own praises, you'd better put 
! together a new act ; 

OX*».Tij»uj* Media Servwa I 





inema 


'■GRUMPIER OLD MEN” (Warner, S103.91): In the lat¬ 
est of their several screen teamings. Jack Lemmon and Wal¬ 
ter Matthau are back together as the long-feuding neighbors 
in this sequel to their J993 comedy hit Ann-Margret 
Burgess Meredith, Daryl Hannah and Kevin Poliak also 
return... but new to the mix is veteran beauty Sophia Loren, 
playing a Jadv who tickles the fancy of Matthau's crusty 
character. *MPG-13: AS, P) 

“THE ADDICTION " (PolyGram. $96.99): Vampirism 
causes the title condition in the case of this melodrama, fea¬ 
turing Lili Taylor ("/Shot Andy Warhol ." “Mystic Pizza”) 
as the otherworldly being who struggles to lead as normal an 
existence as possible ... as proven by her efforts to acquire a 
philosophy degree. Christopher Walken and Annabella 
Sciorxa ( "The Hand Thai Rocks the Criulle”) also appear. ** 
(Not rated: AS, P, V) 

• HELD OVER: “CASINO” (MCA/Universal. S100.71): 
Robert De Niro and director Martin Scorsese yield yet anoth¬ 
er memorable collaboration with this big-sealc drama of 
racketeering in Las Vegas, with the actor playing the opera¬ 
tor of one of the city’s most popular gambling dens. He has 
to ward off those who would oust him. with the love of his 
life tOscar nominee Sharon Stone) a liability to him; Joe 
Pescr also appears. (R: AS, P, GV) 

" NICK OF TIME” (Paramount. $99.12): Unfolding in 
real lime, as it would in actual life, director John Badham's 
thriller casts Johnny Depp as a businessman blackmailed by 
two crafty villains (Christopher Walken, Roma Maffia) into 
participating in a political-assassination plot. If he doesn't 
cooperate, his young daughter — who’s been kidnapped by 
them — will be killed: Marsha Mason also is featured. ** (R: 
P,V) 

"POWDER” (Hollywood, SI 00.71): A bit contro¬ 
versial at the lime of its release — since its writer-director 
Victor Salva was revealed to have been involved in a child- 
abuse case yean; earlier — this fantasy-drama deals with a 
decidedly unusual, light-pigmented youth (Sean Patrick 
Flaneiy) who can channel and transmit pure energy; Mary 
Stecnburgen. Jeff Goldblum and Lance Henriksen also 
appear. (PG-I3:P, V/ 

COMING SOON: "BIO-DOME” (MGMAJA, June 11): 
Pauly Shore and Stephen Baldwin play offbeat friends acci¬ 
dentally placed with scientists to live inside a dome for a 
year. (PG-13) 

“FATHER OF THE BRIDE PART 11” (Touchstone, June 
1J); Dad’s (Sieve Martin) in a quandary when both his wife 
(Diane Keaton) and daughter become pregnant at the same 
time. (PG) 

"LAWNMOWER MAN 2: JOBE'S WAR” (New Line, 
June 11): The sequel to the virtual-reality thriller finds the 
exploited gardener iMatt Frewer) wanting revenge. (R) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions: N, nudity: P. profanity: V, violence: GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 
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Bridge 


Down For the Count 

By Tannah Hirsch 

North-South vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 
A A10 2 
<?A104 
0653 
*Q874 


WEST 

aQ7 

9797653 
0 K 8 7 
* A 10 3 


EAST 
♦J8543 
<?K8 

0 J10942 
*6 


SOUTH 
*KQ6 
Q J 2 
OAQ 
*KJ952 


The bidding: 
South West 

1NT Pass 

Pass Pass 


North 

3NT 


Opening lead: Five of W 

Follow the play of this hand. Was it played at duplicate or 
rubber bridge, and how did you come to your conclusion? 

The auction was straightforward. Regardless of whether 
North-South were employing a 15-17 or 16-18 range for their 
one-no-trump opening bids, with 10 points, a couple of tens 
and a balanced hand. North was lull value for a jump raise to 
three no trump. 

West led a low heart, ducked in dummy. East won with 
the king and shifted to the jack of diamonds; declarer tried the 
queen, losing to West's king, and a diamond return removed 
declarer’s only stopper. On gaining the lead with the ace of 
dubs. West led another diamond and East scored three more 
tricks in the suit for a two-trick set. 

You were correct if you decided the hand cropped up in a 
pairs contest Since declarer was a 3-to-l favorite to make 
overtricks if either red king is onside, no duplicate player of 
any skill could afford to pass up such an opportunity. 

At rubber bridge, however, declarer should take the cash 
and let the credit go. Regardless of how the clubs are dis¬ 
tributed, declarer can take four tricks in the suit, by simply 
playing a high club from hand when the suit is first led. 

An experienced money playerwouJd rise with the ace of 
hearts at trick one and lead a club to the king. When both 
defenders follow, declarer continues the suit to force out the 
ace, and later has time to set up a second heart trick since 
West holds the ace of dubs. In all, declarer will collect three 
spades, two hearts, one diamond and four clubs for an over- 
Uick. 
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Si_ApS T lX 

If you don't make 
waves, you're not 
under way. 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


La Jordanie rechauffe ses liens avec le Golfe 

La renconire dimanche du roi Hussein avec le roi Fadh d'Arabic saoudzte (noire photo), la 
premiere depuis la guerre du Golfe en 1990, a consacre la reconciliation entre les deux pays. Le 
but de ce voyage elait, selon une source jordanienne, de riussir a obtenir *des resultats tangibles 
importants tant au niveau politique qu '£conomique ». 

Les relations entre la Jordanie et TArabic saoudite se sont nettemeni ameliorces depuis aout 1995, 
apres avoir ete Undoes a la suite de I'invasion du Koweit le 2 aout 1990, Ryad accusant le regime 
d’Amman de s’etre range aux cotis de I’lrak. 

Selon le Premier ministre jordanien Abdel Karim Kabariti, cette visile devrad aussi contribuer it la 
normalisation des relations entre la Jordanie et le KoweiL -rNous avons expliqui clairement A nos 
fibres du Koweit notre position qui n’etait en aucun cas dirigee contre eux au court de I’invasion 
irakienne» a declarb Abdel Karim Kabariti dans une interview a un quotidien koweitien. Selon ce 
journaL le roi Hussein aurait demand fe au souverain saoudien de deployer des efforts pour 
permettre une reconciliation entre le Koweit et la Jordanie. 

Au court de leurt entre tic ns, les deux souverains ont aussi discuti de la paix au Proche-Onent et 
des moyens de renforcer la lutte contre le terrorisme. 






I Est-Ce un hasard si 
L* Jordanien aujourd'hui 
n'.i plus gout a rien et n'a 
plus la moindre con fiance 
cn ses tuteurs? Est-ce 
Ironchemem une coinci¬ 
dence si le peupie jordani¬ 
en esi desorb par I'inertic. 
attendant piein d'incer- 
litudes ei sans aucune am¬ 
bition des lendemains 
meil leurs? 

| Pourquoi en ce moment 
precis le nations I is me qui 
summeille en nous depuis 
5U ans se revcillc-t-il avec 
une telle urdeur? Ei pour¬ 
quoi les amphitheatres de 
nos faculties sont-i Is deve- 
nus le crachoir privilfegife 
de la hainc et de la segre¬ 
gation sociale? 

I Par quel opportun has- 
* ard certains traitent-i!s 
brusquemem ce peupie 
sage, calme el genereux. 
de liiche ou d'attarde? 

Pourquoi ies puissants 
s enrich issent-i Is davan- 
tage et les pauvres devien- 
nem-ils squclettiqucs? Et 
par qucJ curieux hasard les 
plus demunis doivent-ils 
aujourd'hui payer les er- 
reurs de plusicurs dfecen- 
nics de mauvaisc gestion 
et d'feconomie desastreuse? 

Comment expiiquer que 
I'ecart se creuse entre les 
differentes composanies de 
la socifetfe jordanienne et 
que la hainc sc soit tran- 
quillemem installee dans 
les cocurs? 

Est-ce le fait du hasard 
si l'liypocrisie cst devenue 
noLre guide et que la sa- 
gesse et la raison nous ef- 
frjient? Et comment expli- 
quer que le pouvoir de 
duper le ciioyen soit deve- 
nu une competence ma- 
jeure pour reussir? 

Doit-on s'etonner du fait 
que nos jeunes trainent 
dans les rues sans but. 
n'ayanr pour seuls refuges 
que les cafcs-boulevards 
de noire inhumainc capi- 

I lale depourvue de lieux de 
culture? Est-ce le fait du 
hasard si 1c crime dfe\ore 
noire socicie et que la ver- 
vu l abandonnc ? 

Evl-cc par un pur hasard 
que nous nous sommes 
fails des ennemis nu bien a 
cause de mauvais calculs 
cl d'ambilions person¬ 
ae I les? 

Comment expiiquer que 
la paix tam attendue n'ait 
fait qu'engendrer la pauv- 
retfe. assoiffer les ames eL 
londre les moissons? 

C'est peut-clre aussi par 
hasard que les capitaux 
! etrangers evitem noire 
pays et que de no mb re u\ 
obstacles cmpccheni bon 
nonihre d'invcstisscurs de 
.hoisir notre royaume. 

Comment un esprit lo- 
gique peui par excmple 
comprendre que I‘on de¬ 
cide de construirc une ci- 
mcntcric sur le sol le plus 
fertile de noire pays deser- 
tique a 95Cr? 

I Est-ce lc hasard si noire 
television naiionale 

s'attache b cnracincr le re¬ 
tard et I'incullurc des Jor¬ 
daniens ct que dans onze 
dtablissements scolaires 
publics aucun elevc n'ait 
obtenu son hue cette an- 
nfee? 

Est-ce aussi le hasard 
qui augmente la mendicitc 
et poussc Jcs enl'ants sales 
et mnigre.*. a queter dans 
les rues ou aux I'eux rouges 
pour e.sperer dormir le ven¬ 
tre a moilie piein? 

Est-ce unc coincidence 
si 1‘indiscipline regne da- 
v.mlage ct que nos inlellec- 
tuels n'ont plus pour 
unique souci que cciui de 
imurrir leurs cutants? 

Si tous ces -si- eiaienl 
recllenicnt Jus au hasard. 
si lc desespoir cl lc dfe$ar- 
roi des Jordaniens n etaient 
que tctnporaircs. nous seri¬ 
ous alors ires heureux de 

dfeccvoir les pessimiSles et 
les latalisics qui ont dejj 
composfe les premifrres me- 
sures du requiem de notre 
patrie.B 

Sou hail AI Sweis 





Politique 


La fin du gel israelien jette un froid 


Un pain devenu brulant 


La recente decision israelienne ayant pour but defaciliter les im¬ 
plantations juives dans les territoires palestiniens apparait comme 
une reprise officielle de la politique de colonisation gelee depuis 
1992. Et cette extension des colonies inquiete les Palestiniens. 


Le gouvernement 

israelien a annonce au debut du 
mois d’aoOt un plan 
^intensification de la colonisa¬ 
tion dans les territoires palest in- 
iens de Cisjordanie et de Gaza. 
Si offieiellemeni aucun nou¬ 
veau projet de colonisation ne 
doit cue decide, il est desor- 
mais beaucoup plus facile 
d'obtenir une autorisaiion pour 
un projet de construction, toute 
une serie d'obstacles adminis- 
iratifs ayant ete levee. 

Ainsi. . la premiere etape 
prfeparfee par les deux min- 
isieres israe liens du Logement 
et des Infrastructures nationales 
consiste a occuper 3000 ap- 
panement vacams en Cisjorda¬ 
nie et a Gaza pour y faire habit- 
er plus de 10.000 personnes. Le 
gouvernement israelien a deci¬ 
de de geler une decision antfe- 
rieure prise par 1'ancien Premier 
ministre Itzhak Rabin en 1992 
qui avait choisi de stopper la 
^colonisation politique'*. 

Mats en fait. Ies mesures 
prises par Benjamin Netanya- 
hou different de cel les prises 
par le gouvernement travailliste 
que par leur caracifere officicl. 
Le gouvernement de Peres av¬ 
ait commence au lendemain des 
accords de paix un processus, 
de colonisation intensif afin 


d’imposer un nouveau statu- 
quo. Les demiers mois ont ainsi 
did marques par de nouvelles 
confiscations de terres palesti- 
niennes. Le nouveau ministre 
des Infrastructures nationales. 
Ariel Sharon, a lui rccemmcnt 
annonce la construction de 
deux autoroutes en >Judde et 
Samariev.. les noms bibliques 
de la Cisjordanie. Des routes le 
long desqueiles. selon certains 
joumaux israeliens. de nou- 
vellcs constructions pourraient 
apparaitre. 

L’objectif est d’isoler les 
vilics et les villages palestiniens 
sous controle de I'autorite pales- 
tinienne afin de creer des zones 
rcssemblam aux bunions tans 
d'Afrique du Sud. 

C’est le fameux ministre 
Ariel Sharon, en charge du 
ponefeuille des Infrastructures 
nationales. qui dirige officielle- 
ment cette colonisation. II veut, 
selon les termes de I'dcrivain 
pacifiste isradiicn Uri Aveneri. 
empecher la creation d'un Etat 
paiestinien en Cisjordanie et h 
Gaza en ddcoupant Ies terri¬ 
toires en peiites ties entources 
de colonies isradliennes. 

line des plus fortes 
densltes au monde 

Ce pnxessus ne se limite pas 


300 maisons supplementaires 

Israel a annoned lundi Tinstallation de 300 maisons mobiles 
dans les territoires palestiniens de Cisjordanie. el de. Gaza. Cette 
ddcision est la ergmidre mesure pratique dp ddyeloppement. des 
colonies a pits 1’annonce par Benjamin Netanyahou de la levde 
du gel de la colonisation au ddbui du mois d'aoQtl 

Cent quinze maisons seront placdes dans des dcoles, 100 autres 
au college universitaire de la colonie d'Ariel. an nord de la Cis- 
jordanie, et le reste dans diverses administrations. 

Le president Yasser Arafat a vlvemenl protest^ mardi contre 
cette mesure. la qualifiant de «nouvelle violation des accords 
passes» entre Israel et Ies Palestiniens. 

Avec cette ddcision. le Premier ministre isradlien dvite de relanc- 
er la colonisation massive tout en donnam satisfaction aux 
quelques 150.000 colons qui vivent dans J44 implantations dis- 
sdmindes en Cisjordanie et dans la bande de Gaza.B 


aux tern tot res 
des zones A et B 
de Cisjordanie 
desormais sous 
controle de 
I’OLP. mais con- 
cerne aussi la 
bande de Gaza. 

Beaucoup de 
gens ont ten¬ 
dance h croirc 
qu’il n'existe plus 
ici de colonies et 
sont surpris 
d'apprendre que 
IS colonies is¬ 
radliennes occu- 
pent de la 
bande de Gaza. 

Sur ces terres vi¬ 
vent environ 
5.000 personnes 
alors que sur les 
65 d’espace 
re stan t se masse 
environ un mil¬ 
lion de Palestini- 
cns. soil June 
des plus fortes 
densites de population au 
monde avec 2.200 habitants au 
kilometre cane. 

Ces colonies sont rdparties 
sur 1'cnsemble de la bande. 
Elies se divisent en trois par- 
lies. Les colonies du nord abri- 
tent la zone industrielle d'Erez. 
b deux kilom&tres du village pa- 
Icstinien de Beit Hanoun. C'est 
la que se trouve Pad ministration 
militaire isradlienne. la cour 
militaire chargd de juger les Pa¬ 
lestiniens rcsidam a Gaza ainsi 
que les autorites delivram les 
precieuses cartes magndliques 
permettant aux ouvriers pales¬ 
tiniens d'aller travailler cn 
Isradl. C'est a Erez que se 
trouve le poste de frontifere 
avec Israel. 

La deuxidme grande zone de 
colonisations se situe elle a un 
kilometre de Dayr-al-BaJah. en 
bordure de la route principale 
reliant le nord de la bande de 
Gaza au sud. Les colons 


M -j-tfes 
*"SS 



La colonisation dans les territoires pales¬ 
tiniens connatt un nouvel cssor. 


controlent dans ccuc portion 
les deux cotes de la route grace 
a un pom pidtonnier qui relie 
les deux parties de la ville de 
Kafar Daron. 

Enfin. la eolonie du sud est 
la plus imponanle avec une 
zone trds peuplde connue sous 
le nom de Goush Katif dont 
I'entrde a fait piusieurs fois 
I'objet d'attentais suicides. Des 
colonies qui sont u Pori sine de 
nombreuses tensions quoli- 
diennes avec la population pa- 
lestinienne. Des tensions qui 
sont aujourdhui encore plus in- 
quietantes avec les nouvelles 
decisions concernani la coloni¬ 
sation. *Si la colonisation se 
poursuil. cela conduiru a une 
nouvelle intifada populairc- 
previent deja la ministre pales¬ 
tiniens du pouvoir local. Saeb 
IrikatH 

De Gaza. 

Hassan Balawi 


Alors que le gouvernement vient finalement 
d’enteriner la hausse de 250% du prix du pain , les 
tensions s y accroissent au sein du Parlement ainsi 
au’entre certains demites et le gouvemement. 


L'angoisse d'une 

crise imminente domine le 
Royaume ces demiers jours 
suite au refus du gouvernement 
d'annuler ou de modifier sa de¬ 
cision concernani I'augmen- 
tation du prix du pain et du 
fourrage pour Ies animaux. 
D'une part les tensions sc sont 
muilipliees entre les pouvoirs 
exdcutifs et legislatifs et d'autre 
part des divisions entre les ddp- 
ut6s eux memes commencent a 
apparaitre. Contrairement aux 
deputes de l'opposition qui ref- 
usent tout compromis sur cette 
question, les centristes cher- 
chent eux & trouver une solu¬ 
tion plus pragmatique. 

Ei en dehors des couloirs du 
Parlement. le malaise com¬ 
mence lui a se faire sentir. no- 
tamment au sein de certaines 
tribus b&louines qui s'estiment 
parti cu I i ere men t touchdes par 
cette augmentation. 

La semaine demidre. une 
delegation de la tribu Bant Sak- 
her a' manifest^ devant le 
baiiment abritant le conseil des 
ministres. presentant ensuite un 
memorandum au Premier mini- 
sire dans Icquel elle lui deman- 
dait de revenir sur sa ddcision. 
Beaucoup estiment en effet que 
le ddficit budgdtaire ne 
s'explique pas par un trop-plein 
d'aides gouvememenrales mais 
par la corruption qui existe 
dans ce pays. 

Tout en soutenant la deci¬ 
sion du gouvernement et en la 
qualifiant de logique et realiste, 
un deputd centriste qui pnSftre 
garder I'anonymat, n'dcarte pas 
la possibility d'un malaise gran- 
dissant entre le gouvememenL 
le Parlement et le peupie. La 
hausse du prix du pain et de 
celle d'une centaine de produits 
□limentaircs pourraient dd- 
boucher sur des troubles soci- 
aux. Car il ne faut pas oublier. 
scion lui. que la grande major!- 
ce des bedouins ne vit que du 


commerce des moutons et bre- 
bis. 

Pour cc ddputd centriste, 
^augmentation du prix du pain 
est judicieuse comptc-tenu du 
deficit budgdtaire que connait 
le royaume. Mais elle pourrait 
contribuer b dlargir le fossd ex- 
istant non seulement entre le 
peupie et lc gouvernement, 
mais aussi entre le gouveme- 
ment et le Parlement. 

Pas d'autre alternative 

Depuis le vote pariementaire 
de la semaine demiere au cours 
duquel 24 deputds se sont op¬ 
poses b toute augmentation, la 
tension est plus grande entre le 
gouvernement ef le Parlement. 
Les deputds centristes. dont 
une majoritd souhaitait moder- 
er la decision gouvemementale. 
ont propose d'amener le prix du 
pain a 150 fils, soil le double 
du prix actuel. au lieu des 220 
fils derides par le gouverne- 
menL Beaucoup considerenl 
depuis quits n'ont pas rdussi h 
ddfendre les interets de leurs 
dlecteurs. Dans un editorial de 
['hebdomadal re Bilad, Khaled 
Mahaddin decrit comment cer¬ 
tains habitants de Kerak font 
supplie d'ecrire un article 6lo- 
gieux sur le depute Nazih Am- 
arin qui elait le seul parmi qua- 


tre deputes de Kerak a s'etre 
oppose b la decision du gou¬ 
vernement. 

Les deputes centristes ont 
participe dimanche dernier b 
un comite ayant pour but de 
parvenir a un accord avec le 
gouvernement sur les moyens 
d'augmenter le prix du pain 
d'une fa^on plus progressive et 
moins importante. Lours propo¬ 
sitions ont ete rejetees car ju- 
gees trap onereuses pour le 
budget de 1'EtaL Ce comite de 
32 deputds s’est alors toumd 
vers les 24 parlementaires de 
^opposition pour faire pression 
sur le gouvememenL Mais en 
vain. 

Piusieurs analystes ont prevu 
dans les journaux la chute pro- 
chainc du gouvernement de 
M.Kabariti a cause de son inca¬ 
pacity b obtenir le soutien du 
ParlemenL 

Certains trouvem des simili¬ 
tudes entre le gouvernement ac¬ 
me! et cciui de Taher Masri qui 
n'avait durd que six mois en 
1989. D'autres analystes ne 
voient comme consequence a 
cette crise qu'une cote de popu- 
laritd accrue pour les deputds 
de I'opposition.B 


Sa’eda Kilani 


250% ^augmentation 

Apres pres de deux mois de discussions, le gouvernement a fi- 
nalement decide lundi d'augmenter ic prix du pain de 2509<. une 
ddcision entrde en vigueur dds manii. Le prix du kilo de pain de 
qualitd superieurc. celle que Ton Lrouvait couramment jusqu'b 
present est passd de 85 fils (environ 65 centimes) b 220 fils (en¬ 
viron 1.50 franc), une qualitd infdrieure de pain dtant ddsormais 
vendue au prix de I SO fils le kilo (1.3 franc). 

Cette ddcision devrait permettre de mettre fin a une politique 
de subventionnement du pain qui coutait au budget jordanien 
138 millions de dollars par an (environ 700 millionsdc francs). 

Le gouvernement a decide de compenser cette augmentation 
par une allocation mensuelle de 1.28 dinar par citoyen”jordanien. 
Avec ce sysleme d'allocalion. le gouvernement a’ calculd qu'il 
dconomiserait 46.6 millions de dollars chaque annec par rapport 
au montant des subventions qu’il distribuaii jusqu’b presenL ■ 


. Analyse 

Le Liban prefere «l’economie d’abord» 

L'option israelienne «Liban d'abord» a ete au centre de nombreuxpourparlers 

diplomatiques ces demieres semaines pour le reglement du conflit israelo-syrien. 

Mais au pays du cedre, c f est I'economie qui continue d dieter la politique etrangere. 

On a beaucoup par- ieau ci-dessous traduii 

une situation plutol mo¬ 
rose: si les chiffres sont 
toujeurs bons. les ten-. 
dances sont elles inquid- 
tantes. Cela signifie que 
I’economie en 1995 etait 
cn generale plus faiblc 
qu'en 1994 et 1'on craim 
que 1996 soil encore plus 
difficile. 

Les attaques israd¬ 
liennes du mois d'avril ct 
ies pressions constantes 
ont encore afiaibli ia situ¬ 
ation dconomique du Li- 
bun. Et aujourd'hui. les 
incertitudes autour des 
elections Idgislativcs con- 
Lribuent a mettre encore 
plus de pression sur 
i'deonomie. Prdvues pour 
s'dtalcr a partirdu 18 aout , 

sur cinq semaines. ces A l image du centre-viUc de Beyrouth en plane reconstruction. 
dlections font I'objet de le Liban peut compter sur une economie toujours dynamique. 



Id ces demieres semaines des 
propositions du gouvernement 
israelien conccmant le 
reglement du conflit avec la Sy- 
rie. Sous la devise -Liban 
d'abord'-. Israel a tentd de rouv- 
rir le dossier libanais en propo- 
sam de discuter d'un retraii is¬ 
raelien au Liban-Sud avant 
d'engager des negociations sur 
un retrait du plateau du Golan, 
occupe depuis 1967 par I'Etat 
hebreu et annexe en 1981. 
Ceue politique israelienne bilat- 
drale de negociations a marche 
avec les Egyptiens. les Palestin¬ 
iens et la Jordanie. Mais la situ¬ 
ation du Liban est differente. 
En voulant forcer la guerre ou 
la paix. Israel a ddjb dchoud 
dans les anndes SO au Liban ct 
I'Etat hdbreu continue de se 
heurter a un mur libanais des 
plus solides. 

La position libanaise ferme 
vis-a-vis d'lsrael est en grande 
pnrtie due a la situation econo- 
mique du Liban. Avec une 
dette exidrieure de seulemcnL 
1.3 milliard de dollars, un exed- 
dem de la balance des paie- 
ments et des rdserves officielles 
en or-eslimccs a 3.6 milliards 
de dollars (sans compter les de¬ 
vises). la position economiquc 
du Liban n'est franchemcnt pas 
ddscspdrde. Les pressions ven- 
ant de 1'exterieur sont done 
moins cfficaccs centre un Li¬ 
ban assez solide. 

Mais lout de memc. les 
probldmes economiques exis¬ 
tent au Liban ct les espoirs dcs 
annees pjssccs eoncemam un 
nouvel essor dconomique sont 
aujourd'hui evanouis. Le tab- 


nombreuses controverses. 
notamment en ce qui con- 
ceme la nouvelle loi dlectoralc 
appnouvee a dix jours du scru- 
tin. La date dc la tenue de ce 
scruun reste en fait jusqu'au 
dernier moment assez aldatoirc. 
Ic Premier ministre libanais 
Rafic Hariri ayant simplemem 
prdcisd que les dlections aurai- 
ent lieu avant la fin. le 5 oeio- 
bre. du mandat de I'A.ssemblde 
sonante. 

Une economie 
toujours dynamique 

Done, malgre Ies atouts in- 
contcstables de I'economie liba¬ 
naise. la conjoncture aclucllc 
est pleine d'incertitudes. Le cli- 
mat d'investissement est beau¬ 
coup moins imdressanl que fin 


1992 apres les demidres dlcc- 
lions Idgislalives et la nomina¬ 
tion de Rafic Hariri. IE y a qua- 
tre ans. la situation a Beyrouth 
etait tres prometteuse. 'Au¬ 
jourd'hui. tout le monde se 
montrg plus pessimisle cn rai¬ 
son de probldmes internes au 
pays et n'ayant rien h voir avec 
Ic voisin israelien. 

La part joude par le secteur 
publique . dans I’deonomie et 
celle du secteur prive sont au 
centre de beaucoup dc difficul- 
tes. Le eouvcmcment libanais 
fait beaucoup pour animer 
I'economie mais certains redou- 
tent aujourd'hui qu’il souhaiie 
rcmplacer les entreprises pri- 
vecs. Sous le regime du laisser- 
fairc qui prevalait avant la 
guerre cn 1975. I'Etat avail une 
position modeste dans I'econo¬ 
mie. Aujourd'hui. il est parfois 
difficile dc distingucr les-intc- 
rets de M.Hariri dc ceux du 
sccicur public et du pays. 

L'autre grand probldme ac- 
luel du Liban esi le manque dc 
confiance dc beaucoup d’cxiles. 
Ayant qui tie le pays entre 1975 
ct 1991. iIs ont pour la plupart 
jetd les londaiions dc nouvelles 
affaires un peu partout dans le 
monde. 

Or. ils hdsitent a prdsent. cn 


raison dcs incertitudes jc- 
tuelles. a revenir a Beyrouth. 

Ndanmoins. I'economie liba¬ 
naise reste assez solide. Les es¬ 
poirs el I'optimisme exagdrds 
des annees 92-93 sc sont dissi- 
pes. mais cn comparaison avec 
la Syric. la Jordanie ct les au¬ 
tres pays de la rdgion. Ic Liban 
peut compter sur une economie 
des plus dynamiques. Certcs Ic 
bon vieux temps des anndes 70 
cst man. celui oil la livrc liba¬ 
naise rivalisait avec lc mark 
allemand, 

Mais I'deonomie libanaise est 
toujours la moins artificielle de 
la region. Au Liban. les consid¬ 
erations economiques dlaient. 
et restent prioritaires. Cette pol¬ 
itique dc I'economie d'abord 
sera sans doute tres cfficace 
pour le reglement dvenmel du 
conflit avec Israel. 

Dans une Jordanie economi- 
quement beaucoup plus faiblc. 
il n'y avail cn 1994 pas d'autre 
choix que celui de faire la paix 
avee les Isradlicns. En 1996. 
malgre tous ses prohlemes. te 
Liban n’est lui pas du tout accu- 
le a une telle issue.H 

Riad ul Khouri 
MEBA S.A.R.L. 


| L'economie libanaise en chiffres \ 


1993 

1994 

1995 

Taux de croissance 
du Produit interieur brut 

7 9c 

8.5% 

7% 

Excedent de la balance 

1.170 



des paiements 

ten millions de dollarsl 

1.130 

256 

dette exterieure 
ten millions de dollars) 

327 

772 

1.291 


Sport 

La Jordanie veut oublier Atlanta 

De retour d r Atlanta, la delegation olympique jordanienne s'est 
retrouvee au centre d'une polemique, non pour ses resultats , 
mais pour son manque d’organisation et de serieux. 


L'atterrissage a 

Amman a did plutol dur pour le 
ministre de ia Jeunesse Mo¬ 
hammed Daoudieh et le secre¬ 
taire general du Comite olym¬ 
pique jordanien (COJ), le Dr 
Mouafak a! Fawaz. aprds trois 
semaines de neve & Atlanta. A 
leur reLour. ils ont en effet de- 
couven que les contre- 
performances et autres bourdes 
de leurs ath[fetes avaient fete 
largement mfediatisdes dans le 
pays et que beaucoup se dc- 
mandaient franchement quelle 
image avait pu donner la Jorda¬ 
nie h ces Jeux omfericains du 
ccntenaire. 

Cc ne sont pas les perfor¬ 
mances memes des athlfetes qui 
sent eri cause. Aucun sportif 
jordanien ne s'etant qualifife 
grace a ses rfesultats sport ifs 
pour ceue compfelition, tous 
benfeficiajeni d'invitations du 
Comite international olym¬ 
pique. Dans ces conditions, ils 
ne pouvaient qu'espferer parti- 
ciper ct non rivaliser avee Ies 
autres compfeliteurs. «Beau- 
coup ont oublie de rappeler 
ccae riulite - explique Moua¬ 
fak al Fawaz. •Nous n’eiions 
pus Id pour ramener des ine- 
dailtis avec six athletes. En 
fait, sur les / 97 pays presents a 
ces jeux. seids SO onl ramene 
unc mediiille». Et I'image du 
jeune nageur jordanien Omar 
Dallal term inant 50 mfetres dcr- 
rifere tout le monde dans un 400 
metres n[a. selon Mouafak A] 
Fawaz, rien de ndgatif. Elle 
symbolise pour lui au contraire 
-I'esprii olympique par excel¬ 
lence. A ce niomeni-la. les 
spectateurs ont acclamd te na¬ 
geur jordanien comme ils I'om 
fait pour tous les compbtiieurs 
dans toutes les disciplines. 
qu'ils soiem premiers ou der- 
niers .» 

La polemique engagfee par 
les mfedias ne porte pas cn fait, 
sur les performances des 
athlfetes jordaniens. Elle sc con¬ 
centre sur le manque de sdrieux 
de certains des responsables dc 
la dfeldgation olympique. 
L'histoire du porte-drapeau dc 
la delfegation'jordanienne. le ju¬ 


doka Walid AI Awazcm. est fe 
cet fegard assez feloquente. 

Absent de ia seance de pe- 
see obligatoire. celui-ci a tout 
simplemem fete disqualifie et 
n'a memc pas cu le temps de 
mettre son kimono. En essay- 
ant de comprendre pourquoi il 
ne s'fetait pas presentfe a la. pe- 
sfee. Ic COJ a dfecouvcri que 
son entraineur. Khaled Rifui. 
ne lui avait pas donne ies 
bonnes indications. En fait. 
Khaled Rifai n'est autre qu'un 
ancicn felfevc de Walid AI 
Awazem quL cn se faisant 
nommer entraineur. a trouve le 
moyen d'aller i Atianta. - Tour 
ccla esi stupider reconnnit 
Mouaffaq Al Fawaz. *Cc/ en- 
traineur n'etait pas du lout 
qualifie. On aurait du inien>er- 
tir les roles en nommant Walid 
Al Awazem entraineur •. Car. 
une Tors ii Atlanta, le judoka 
jordanien s'est en effet rdvfelfe 
hors-service cn raison d'une 
blessurc contractdc en Syrie 
peu avant ies Jeux alors qu'il 
etait en stage. Mais craignant 
dc ne pas prendre I'avion pour 
ies Etais-Unis. il aurait alors 
preferfe gander le silence, otant 
a la Joidanie toute chance dc 
reprfesentation dans cette disci¬ 
pline. 

Pour Mouafak al Fawaz. 


tous ccs incidents ne revetent 
que peu d'importance. En 1988, 
ddjb. un athlete jordanien restfe 
au lit avail oublic de sc rendre a 
une competition. Tout Ic bruit 
que suscite aujourd'hui ccne 
histoire dc judoka ne tient. pour 
lui. qu'a ia volonte de certains 
de regler leurs comptes. 

Une attitude qui ne iaisse que 
peu de place a toute remise cn 
question et qui ne devrait pas 
debouchcr sur de grands 
changemcms dans I'avenir. Si 
I'objectif annoncc est d'essaycr 
d'amdliorcr Ies performances 
des sponifs jordaniens, cc no¬ 
tamment pour les jeux asia- 
liques qui aunont lieu en I99S. 
les moyens d'y parvenir restent 
encore flous. 

Seule une commission 
d'experts jordaniens devrait, b 
I'invitaiion du Comite olym¬ 
pique imernationaJ. se rendre 
prochaincmcnt a Lausanne 
pour dlaborer un projet de dfevc- 
loppcment du sport en Jordanie. 
Un dossier qui semble dfesor- 
mais particuliferement intferesser 
Ic ministre de la Jeunesse qui 
devrait. dans les semaines it ve- 
nir. sc penchcr sur les dysfonc- 
tionnements constatfes a Atlan¬ 
ta. ■ 

Olivier Bras 



Im ville d’Atlanta ne reslera pas pour la delegation olym¬ 
pique jordanienne un tris bon souvenir. 
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Activities 

Royal Cultural Centre. 

661026/7 

Concord Cinema... 

. 677420 

Amen can Centre Library...... 

....820101 

Plaza Cinema. 

.M9238 

British Council.. 

636147/8 

Philadelphia Cinema. 

. 634144 

French Cultural Centre. 

... 637009 



Goethe Institute. 

.... 641993 

Sports Clubs 


Cervantes Institute (Spanish).. 

....610858 

Al Hussein Spurts Gty. 

...667181/5 

Turicish Cultural Centre. 

...639777 

Orthodox Club. 

.810491 

Hayu Am Centre. 

.... 665195 

Royal Automobile Club. 

.815410 

Y.W.MA. 

....641793 

.664251 

Royal Shooting Club. 

673713 


....643252 



Alia Art Gallerv. .. 

.... 639303 


676990 

galadna Art Gallery .. 

.... 657132 

Amman Mun. Library. 

.. .630111 

Nabil Al Mashini They're. 

... 675571 

Univ. of Jordan Library. 

. 843555 

Natrii & Hisham's Theatre. 

...625155 

R-S.C.N.837931/837937 | 



Government Depfs. 


To book your £dvcrtiocn-tn». Groph-.c orvJ Deigns on '.hr < : h :*romc Sign Soordc on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg. 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien fr DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Ministry. 

Amman Greater Municipality. 

Agriculture... 

Auqaf & Islamic Affairs 

Culture / Jabal Amman. 

Education & Higher Education ... 

Energy & Mineral Resources. 

Finance... ... 

Foreign Affair* .... 

Industry & Trade. 

lnlormauon... 

Interior Ministry - ... 

Justice.... ... 


,041211 Labour.. 69® 1 

. 636111 Municipalities & Environment.641393 

686151 Parliamentary Affairs.-.<MJ2tl 

666141 Planning .>....644466 

. 636391 Post & Communications...624301 

669181 Public Health . 665131 

815615 Public Works & Housing ._.... 668481 

. 63b32l Social Development... 073191 

.644361 Supplies. 602121 

. 603191 Tourism & Antiquities...642311 

.641407 Transport.>..641461 

. 663111 Water & Irrigation. — 6S0100 

. Ob 3101 Youth / University. — 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.. 641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian...675683 

Bulgarian .. 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian ..815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian... 828911 

Iraqi. 63933! 

Italian.638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.61 y 6 ‘W / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine..677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate . 645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese... 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian .-. 641076 

Taiwan;. 671530 

T unisian . 674307/8 

Turicish . 641251 

U.A.E. .643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United Stales... 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeroraexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Della Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air... 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines. 643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippinc Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.67S321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight lnfo...._.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621 III 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents .897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Aklcli Muierniiv..643441/2 

Al-Ahli. Ahduli..664164/ti 

Al-Bushir. Asliralicli.. 775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospil.il.674155 

Army. M;uk:t.841611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... HI38J3 

Italian- Al-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Jahal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas.J Amman .636141 

Palestine. Shmeisam ... (44171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital.... oi.)224U/50 

Siimeisani Hospital.(>07431 

The Islamic. Abduli.... 666r27/37 
University Huspiml. 845845 

Genera! 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints. 660 181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Waier Complaints. 656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information. 121 
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- Hotel Suites 

Jt, Luxuryf™ 
Comfort j ^ 
(| Service' ^ 
Location 

In the of 
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" Pizza Hui offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal” 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



Many Villas & Apurtements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Ahnouhiascb Center. 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 
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Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Styie Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea io your wildest 
imaeination 

Tel :314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel:666705 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.-.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday lnt‘1.312426 

Miramar.314340 
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Special offer 

From I until 30 April 
Large Pizza tor Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 

sess-ro s- 'v?-; -r-TTO® 





Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 238S8 Daroil Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Beauty Institute 

O Facial .v 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

Q F.uropccn manicures & 
adieu res 







Make Car 
Rental Simple 
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We save you more 
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Cafe Restaurant 

Different 
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Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUM BERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 

^.Mmudiiuh AlniufttwaRill M. 

(Gzs- 3 i'S.:*-*:" 





NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 





The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 
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Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



Walid Jarrar Co. 
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Aavercisf 
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The Best PIZZA 

us at 

in Jordan 

,1.^. 

1 

l DINK- IN .TAKE AW AV Sc U£Ll\ RK\ 1 


Mecca nL Jub’r Trade Center 
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Tbe most dcltchNQ 
Arabic Sweets 
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Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. TeL 820099 
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EAIS CENTRE FOR KICK SERVICES 

*,Professional Dry cleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

m d f r 




THE TOP THREE HIGH CLs\SS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 

. 1 . > 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 



CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


L ® ^ 
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CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




Wasfi Al- Ta! St 
! A; - Tel: 695180 
682525 






Rent a Car 


• i. Fax: 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


\ we offer:- 

_r \ a Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check . 

\ --, + Automatic & Manual car wash services *J* wheel balance mainianance . 

SAin 9. 3 Ki.vF v Oil Change v J ‘ ■ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 
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Not all “ cafe’s %i are Flace For Finest 

created equal Arabic Setting 

- A Touch Of Class In ~~J _ - ■ Close Enough To Get 

True Arabian Style 3$£Z$t t! &l< t \ Away From It All 

Al- Shmeisani, Near Ata All, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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Marketing on the Internet, part two: 

May I pay for your 
attention, please! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

IN HIS book 'The Road 
Ahead", the president of Micro¬ 
soft heralded the advent of what 
he called “a friction-free capital¬ 
ism". Mr Gates predicted that 
the proliferation of information 
technology and the 
increasing popularity — r — 
of the Internet will do l|r 
away with the ever dis- 
liked middlemen. As — 
people will be increas- 
ingly capable of log- 
ging on to the Internet 
to visit first hand the 
web sites of different 
companies, they will 
no longer need a mid¬ 
dleman to explain the 
product or service or to 
arrange for delivery or 
payment For the Inter¬ 
net offers the ability to 
purchase products 
directly and to request 

more information on _ 

these products by sim- 
ply filling electronic 
forms at a company's web site. 

Companies ranging from ser¬ 
vice providers to car makers 
have established web sites on the 
Internet for exactly that purpose: 
reach directly to vour customers 
and cut out the middlemen. 
These web pages might actually 
do the trick and reduce the need 
for conventional middlemen in 
performing business. However, 
whether the Internet will really 
evaporate the need for middle¬ 
men will still be highly debata¬ 
ble. The Internet, if seems, will 
require its own new kind of mid¬ 
dlemen. This is because the 
exponentially growing informa¬ 
tion on the Internet ~wil I surly 
have companies and information 


providers anxious about whether 
their little comers in this vast and 
virtual market place are actually 
being visited. The market for 
attention will therefore be open 
for middlemen. Internet's mid¬ 
dlemen—unlike the conventional 
middlemen—will not market or 
arranse for transactions but will 
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rather make their money by help¬ 
ing in attracting much needed 
attention to a company's web site 
or products. 

This trend towards the virtual 
middleman is already taking 
place, as the example of the 
newly launched CyberGold 
shows. CyberGold's business is 
to "connect those who want 
attention to those who are willing 
to pay attention". The company 
(http://www.cybergold.com') 
offers free registration to Internet 
users who are interested in sell¬ 
ing their attention to advertisers. 
The users HI! out a questionnaire 
that pools information on their 
interests and type of products 

•r: Trx- ^ir r^ C jtr. ^rr t r r jzzir. i: ttx 


they would like to know more 
abouL When registered users log 
on to the Internet, they will be 
faced with advertisements that 
display information on products 
in which they have explicitly 
expressed interest. Not only that 
but the advertisers will have 
attached a bonus for reading 
their adveitis- 

s- nnna » a 8* 

- Free gifts or 

J cash for view- 

** SWKg in g toe ad. Of 
course, adver- 
—F Users make 

" tSfeSg® sure that the 

- 115615 have 

- e actually read 

the ad by 
requesung a 
form of feed 
back to be 
filled. 

pg CyberGold 
argues that by 
targeting indi- 

- viduals that 

_t are already 

interested in 
their products 
advertisers get an efficient new 
tool for selling their products and 
services. 

The cost associated with pay¬ 
ing the users for their attention is 
justified as (he aggregate sum of 
all paid "incentives" will still be 
less than the cost of a conven¬ 
tional mass marketing campaign. 
Furthermore, this new method of 
marketing introduces the new 
concept of “orthogonal advertis¬ 
ing". where the content of a web 
site will no longer matter in 
deciding whether to place an ad 
or noL This new advertising 
method will give each registered 
user the advertisements pertain¬ 
ing to his interests. No longer 
will advertisers ponder upon 
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By Khaldoun A1 Aqqad 

Special to The Star 

The WWW is an organization of 
information that can be distrib¬ 
uted and collected globally, at 
the press of a button. It is the 
place where the thoughts, ideas 
and researches of millions of 
people are non- _ 
linearly associated. applet Wei 

With millions of 
people joining the 
Internet society 
each year. the 
WWW is growing 
in popularity and is / 

changing the on- LL_ 

line world Through 
the use of Hyper 
Text Markup Lan- 
guageiHTMLl. the 
concept of user selectivity was 
introduced to the Internet. 

Moreover, last year turned his 
limited interaction into lull visual 
and dynamic real-time interac¬ 
tion. with the introduction of 
Java. It is the Internet program¬ 
ming language from Sun Micro- 
Systems. It is a new program¬ 
ming language that has been 
totally developed for Internet 
technology enhancement. 

Java is centered around the 
concept of client/server compu¬ 
tation and is aimed at distribut¬ 
ing platform-independent con¬ 
tent that is executable content 
over the Internet. 

This means that users who 
have PCs. Macintosh systems. 
Sun systems or any other plat¬ 
forms. virtually, will be able to 
execute programs that have been 
developed on some other plat¬ 
form. which would normally be 
incompatible. 

Java has a long list of features 
that ranees from basic user 


which web site is most likely to 
be viewed by the middle class 
male professionals they are tar¬ 
geting; orthogonal advertising 
will ensure that their ad will 
reach all interested users (that 
registered with CyberGold of 
course) . regardless of the con¬ 
tent of the web sites they browse. 
The new method, therefore, de¬ 
links advertisements and content 
and increases the effectiveness of 
an Ad. CyberGold plans to make 
its money by collecting fees on 
all attention '“sold" by its regis¬ 
tered users to the advertisers. 

Apparently, the resilient mid¬ 
dlemen are here lo stay and will 
always devise new ways to lubri¬ 
cate economic transactions. Cap¬ 
italism, after all. may become 
friction free not because of an r 
end to the days of the middlemen 
but because of their new innova¬ 
tive ways. ■ 



requirements to very deep pro¬ 
gramming concepts, that are 
needed to satisfy special user 
needs. 

Through using Java applets or 
Java applications and with the 
aid of Java enabled browsers, 
users can distribute text, sound, 
graphics, user inputs and very 
complex ani- 
ThreetLciasi^l mated games and 
graphical 
programs. 

: Java is a uni- 

- • veisal Internet 

development 

_ tool. Accord¬ 
ingly. the vast 
collection of file 
formats and net¬ 
work protocols 
were considered 
with the design of Java. Through 
the use of the Dynamic Objart 
Type, developers can add new 
file formats to Java programs 
without the need to write special 
code. Moreover, through the use 
of 'protocols handlers', new net¬ 
work protocols can be handled 
very easily. 

In addition to this universal¬ 
ity. Java has been developed 
with security in mind, such that 
the use of Java programs can 
give complete confidence in its 
security system. Users need not 
fear the violation of their 
secrecy. 

An interesting field for end 
users is Java Script. With Java 
script normal users are able to 
author their own web pages, in a 
similar way they are used to 
with HTML. Java Script is not 
complicated like Java applica¬ 
tions or applets, but has some of 
their basic facilities like executa¬ 
ble content distribution and bet¬ 
ter interaction. 


As industry leaders see iL 
development using Java will be 
somewhat delayed and it's a 
long way before reaching the 
requirement stability. 

One point is that Java is still in 
its first version and Java compil¬ 
ers are not so common. There 
are few compilers and Java- 
enabled browsers under Win¬ 
dows 95. like Semamec Cate 
Lite, Navigator 2.0 and Hot 
Java. There are none for Win¬ 
dows 3.11 and Macintosh. 

Still, there is more Java sup¬ 
port appearing all the time. 
Metro Works declared that the 
next version of Code Warrior 
will support Java Development 
Apple announced that it licensed 
Java Virtual Machine from Natu¬ 
ral Intelligence Inc.'s and will be 
supporting Java as soon as 
possible. ~ 

An additional point is that 
mastering Java is not an easy 
thing to do. First. Java is object 
oriented, which requires a higher 
leaning overhead from develop¬ 
ers around the world. Lack of 
Multiple Java sources is another 
barrier. The nature, and univer¬ 
sality of Java adds more steep¬ 
ness to the learning curve, espe¬ 
cially with Java depending on 
basics like multi-threading, and 
exception handling. Developers 
must give their feed back con¬ 
cerning Java. Java creaiors must 
keep in mind the rising problems 
and try to solve them. The next 
couple of years. I believe, will 
raise Java as a super Internet 
development language. People in 
the Middle East will be very 
interested in keeping up with 
Java development This is impor¬ 
tant as the Internet software mar¬ 
ket will be built on Java and 
Internet browsing services. ■ 


Shopper’s Show at METS *96 

THE JORDAN Computer Society fJCS) has • • • 

announced that their will be a special Shopper’s Yjr 

Show, parallel to the acthi tiesof Are Middle East 
Technology Show (METIS *96) this November. 

The idea is to provide visitors with the oppor- 
trinity to purchase their needs of hard ware, soft- •' • 

.ware and accessories on the spot Up until tbs . . 

year. METS *96 did not include a separate Shopper's HalLThis 
year; the Amman International Show Hall wiS be divided into 
two parts. The first will be file METS *96 Show proper,'which 
will include the larger information technology companies (sotn- 
•tion providers), while file other part will be the Shopper’s Show 
including the re-sellers and the araHer companies. ‘ ’ . 

Another objective behmd the creation of the Shopper’s Smxw 
k to restrict foe METS *96 Show HaD to trade and business via-, 
tors, who matter to exhibiting comparees, whfle allowing visiting 
enthusasts and home users to 20 fwr ther interests in the Shop-; 
per’sHaB. Normally, shopper's dwws offer special dfefcouBls to 
buyers, on all sorts of products. In any case, tbis e a new experi¬ 
ment for Jordan Computer Sodeiy. whfch should enrich METS 
*96<as ah aS-round IT event for all types of computer users. ■ V. 
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DPR enforcement in Jordan (7): 

Life without free lunch 

WELL. THE intellectual property rights argument has been thor¬ 
oughly discussed in this column over the past six weeks, and it's 
now time to conclude it with a brief look at the changes that com¬ 
puter users can expect to witness in their daily computing lives. 
It's really simple, no more free lunch. You will only own and use 
the software you actually need, and you will either have to buy it 
or borrow it— the original copy, that is. 

What will it mean to your personal finances. Well, it means 
you will have to add a certain sum of money to the basic price of 
your PC when you buy iL Instead of investing about JD 1200 in a 
mid-range Pentium PC. and knowing that the hard disk will come 
loaded with all the software you need, you will have to set aside 
another JD 200 to JD 300 for the basic productivity software you 
need; unless the Jordanian market follows the normal method ap¬ 
plied in the international market to encourage new PC sales, 
which is software bundling. 

In the USA. you usually don't have to worry about buying Mi¬ 
crosoft Office—Microsoft Word. Excel and other software de- 
pendine on the edition you are buying. The reason is because it 
comes bundled as pan of the system, with the vendor carrying 
most of its cost. Upon detailed calculation you may find that 
you've paid little extra for it, but it would really be little compared 
to the package's actual retail price. A friend of mine, who bought 
a PC in the USA last year, has not purchased one single piece of 
software since then. All he needed was a word processor and a 
spreadsheet and that’s what he got with the system. Jordanian 
computer companies will have to seek bundling arrangements to 
provide this added value to Jordanian buyers. 

Buying your next piece of software after the initial purchase of 
your PC will represent a decision as thorough as buying your PC 
in the first place. That's why there are computer magazines that 
review and compare software packages that provide die same type 
of functionality. Next lime you decide to use a graphics package, 
it won't just be because you got it free or copied it from a friend. 
You will have studied what it can do for you. and if it is a worth¬ 
while investment or noL 

Entertainment software will also be protected. No free games, 
but will this harm the track of computer education in Jordan? No. 
Schools and universities are able to purchase copies of all the edu¬ 
cation software required, and tens or hundreds oF users can access 
the same licensed copy of a piece of software, through a network. 
Will it harm junior software developers, the ones who are hobby¬ 
ists working at home? Well, there should be some sort of arrange¬ 
ment by which ‘common centers', like public libraries, are 
equipped with software development tools for anyone to use. 
Once the programmer's code is worthy, he/she can gain a devel¬ 
opment contract and purchase original software. 

In the ideal situation, home users would be living by the rules 
and regulations set by intellectual property rights, but piracy will 
continue to show its ‘ugly’ head. In fact, markets like the USA itself 
suffer from a 30 percent to 40 percent piracy rate of total software 
used. Software publishers, however, actually seem content that the 
companies and law-abiding individuals are the only ones paying for 
their software. Maybe, they do not find it feasible to crack down cm 
smaller users at home. This could be the case in Jordan, as the au¬ 
thorities will definitely have their hands full following up on DPR in¬ 
fringements among businesses and large software users. Still, as a 
responsible user, you should respect intellectual property rights, to 
start with. Once you appreciate the value of work and effort that 
someone put inro a piece of software, you should choose not to steal 
iL by illegal copying 

The home user angle is a complicated one everywhere, as far as 
IPR laws are concerned. For some people, not much will change as 
they have limited software needs anyway. For others, heavily en¬ 
trenched in piracy, it's a whole new world. If they don't realize thaL 
they could end up being jailed or fined. It will be very interesting to 
see how and to what extent the authorities will aggressively enforce 
IPR laws in the Jordanian software market. I know I'll be watching 
it closely and I hope this series on IPR enforcement in Jordan inter¬ 
ests you. our valuable reader, to follow it closely too. ■ 
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Graf finds herself back at no. 1 origin 



By Julie Cart 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

MANHATTAN BEACH. 
Calif. —Funny how life sneaks 
up on you when you're not 
looking. leaving behind its 
lessons. 

Upon her return to the tour¬ 
nament at which she became 
No. 1 for the first time. Steffi 
Graf finds herself sifting 
through memories she left 
behind as an IS-year-oId and 
then wondering: Now what? 

U was 1987. at the tourna¬ 
ment now called the Acura 
Classic that begins Monday at 
the Manhattan Country Club, 
that Graf surprised herself and 
rose to No. 1. She would stay 
there for an unprecedented 186 
consecutive weeks and would, 
in May of this year, set a record 
for total weeks as the world's 
No. I tennis player. 

None of this was known to 
the skinny German teenager 
(hen: in fact, what she didn't 
know was remarkable. No one 
around Graf was paying close 
attention to the computer points 
she was racking up while win¬ 
ning the tournament. 

“My father kept telling me. 
'No. it’s not going to be 
enough.' so I didn'i worry 
about it." Graf said, relaxing at 
a Manhattan Beach coffee shop 
the other day. "I didn't know I 
became No. I until after the 
match. Everybody was kind of 
trying not to (ell me. 1 still can’t 
figure out why I didn't realize 
it. I've never been somebody 
who would count the points. 
Then, it was much more sim¬ 
ple. You don't really look at it 
like. 'Can you achieve it? Will 
you achieve it?’ You want it. 
That's it" 

After the match. Graf cele¬ 
brated by going to the beach 
with three people she cared 
about: her lather, coach and 
brother. 

"1 just ran up and down the 
beach, full of joy." she sard. "I 
never thought I could get to No: 

I until that moment. Being No. 

1 never again meant as much to 

me as that time." 

Life, with all its attendant 
complications, was never so 
simple again. As a tennis 
player, from that moment on 
Graf ratcheted up her standards 
and expectations so that she 
may not have ever again expe¬ 
rienced such a pure pride in her 
achievement. 


Tender moments with her 
father were also counting 
down. Peter Graf remains in a 
German prison awaiting trial 
next month on tax evasion 
charges. 

Graf. 27. knows full well 
how things have changed since 
she won that tournament in 
1987 and how different she is 
from that 18-year-old. She's 
quick to note the good that has 
come from her professional 
career, which began when she 
was 13. 

“1 think I’ve become more 
outgoing, maybe more satisfied 
with myself." she said. "At 17- 
18.1 was very quiet. Of course, 
you mature over the years, it's 
normal. Maybe because of suc¬ 
cess and the life I've been liv¬ 
ing. 1 think I've changed a lot. " 


naments. other children were 
jealous. They never saw her 
doing homework in hotel 
rooms. 

Grafs sense of isolation 
didn't change when she joined 
a tour then dominated by 20- 
somethings. 

“When" I got on the rour. I 
was so young and everybody 
was so much older." Graf said. 
“Now, it happens more fre¬ 
quently at that age. Then, it was 
a little rare. But I was also 
being shy and keeping to 
myself. One thing 1 have 
learned: It's difficult to forgive 
sometimes." 

Her age and her success plot¬ 
ted a course for Graf that did 
not allow her to mingle easily 
with other players. While they 
were happy lo play hearts or 
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"I've never really had a lot 
of friends. I uas always keep¬ 
ing to myself and being quiet. I 
haven't had the easiest time in 
school. The younger you are. 
Lhc more you get hurt by other 
kids. The more success you 
have, the more you get hurt by 
them. That's how I started to 
close up. because I was hurt by 
other kids. It was my first 
lesson." 

Graf practised in Lhe morn¬ 
ings before school. So that she 
wasn't late, she was driven to 
school. Children who arrived 
on a bus thought Graf was try¬ 
ing to be Spccijl. When Graf 
missed weeks of class at lour- 






backgammon in hotel rooms. 
Graf was restless to discover 
the life waiting outside—a 
place where she wasn't judged 
and where she would have 
more privacy. 

"Whenever I got to a city. I 
wanted to know where the 
museums were." Graf said. "I 
didn’t care about anything else. 
Around Europe. I’ve seen a lot 
of museums. I'll tell you. Then 
you start to change: the 
museums of science and tech¬ 
nology become museums of 
an." 

And music. Graf now studies 
the entertainment listings for 
concerts she wants to attend in 


toumamem cities. 

After 14 years on the profes¬ 
sional tour, Graf has settled into 
a traveling pattern that makes 
the road bearable. Her world 
has never been confined to 
practice courts and room 
service. 

‘Til never be the kind of per¬ 
son who just stays in the hotel." 
she said. "I couldn’t live just 
being in the hotel room and on 
the court. A lot of players do 
* that. I would go nuts if I had to 
play singles and doubles in 
every tournament— I would be 
sitting on the court all day. 
How would I be happy with 
that? You can't. It’s the same 
faces all the time. There's noth¬ 
ing else. I can’t understand how 
players do it. I'm sure they are 
happy with what they are doing 
and I'm sure it's right for them. 
I'm only saying that from my 
point of view, it's not how 1 
would do it." 

Graf has been criticized for 
her insular approach to her 
sporL In the absence of Martina 
Navratilova and Chris Evert, 
both of whom took an active 
role in tour politics, some say 
there is a leadership vacuum 
Lhat should naturally be filled 
by the No. 1 player." 

Graf says she's operating in 
the only way she can lhat will 
get her through, that her per¬ 
sonality is not suited to govern¬ 
ing. Others say the responsibili¬ 
ties of being No. 1 require from 
her more commitment to the 
tour. 

'The thing is. I've never 
really cared much about the 
tour." Graf said candidly. "I 
play, do the press, then I'm out 
of there. I've always been that 
kind of person. I know I've 
been criticized for that, but I 
need to take some lime for 
myself, otherwise 1 couldn’t 
deal with iL" 

There's so much more to 
deal with now. Grafs body 
served her well but has been 
complaining for the last few 
years. Back, knee and foot inju¬ 
ries have been chronic. She has 
missed the beginning of the 
season—and the Australian 
Open—for the Iasi two years 
because of injuries. 

“I wish I would have known 
a lot more of what I know 
now." she said. “Weightlifling, 
stretching—I hated those 
things. To me. it was only the 
game on the court. I knew 
about what I should be doing, 
but 1 said. Til be fine.' The 


thing is. I never had any inju¬ 
ries until a couple of years 
ago." 

Graf has just returned from 
her most recent injury, tendin¬ 
itis in her left knee, which pre¬ 
vented her from participating in 
the Atlanta Olympics, much to 
her dismay. 

Graf watched the opening 
ceremonies on television in 
Germany, then felt pangs of 
regret. 

“I was* so upset. I said, 'Can 
/ still get in?"' she said. "I have 
never been as disappointed at 
not being able to participate in 
a tournament as I was lor two 
or three days. 1 have such 
rcspecL for the Olympics and 
the athletes in it. There were so 
many inspiring moment. Not 
always the winning, but also 
the disappointment. 1 felt so 
sorry for Jackie Joyner- 
Kcrsce." 

Graf no doubt identified with 


Joyner-Kersee's thwarted 
attempt to win her final Olym¬ 
pic title, only to be injured. 
Retirement is a pesky topic for 
Graf, who is being haunted by 
her own youthful pronounce¬ 
ment that she could not ima¬ 
gine plaving tennis after about 
26 or 27' 

"It's funny how when you 
are 17 or 18. you reaJJy think 
25 is old," Graf said, laughing. 
“It's natural that I get asked. 1 
watched it happen to Chris and 
Martina." 

Thus, reporters were puzzled 
at Grafs comments after she 
on her seventh Wimbledon title 
and her 20th Grand Slam tour¬ 
nament. No. she said, she is not 
looking at records. Doesn't 
think about them. Some 
thought Graf was being self- 
effacing but she was being in 
the moment: There will be time 
later lo reflect on records. 

"They always say. ‘Keeping 
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it is going to be a lot harder 
than achieving it."' she said. 
"But it's (ranking) never been 
my main focus. I’ve always 
been more driven to perform 
well, more than anything else. 
Which is probably why I’m 
looking at it differently than 
anyone else. 

“Three months before Paris 
and Wimbledon, people were 
asking me. ‘How will it feel to 


win the 100th title?' I'm like, 
give me a break. Maybe it 
meant a lot more to me when I 
was younger." 

Would the 18-year-old Graf 
have frolicked on the beach at 
the mere thought that she might 
win Wimbledon seven times? 

Probably. And the 27-year- 
okl Graf would be icing her 
back because of it. Another of 
life's lessons. ■ 


Baseball negotiations hit slight snag 


By Ross Newhan 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

MAJOR LEAGUE baseball owners will 
not totally reverse their labor defeats of 
the past in the proposed settlement with 
the players union, but they would 
emerge with what seem to be significant 
and beneficial changes in the economic 
system. 

Among them: 

■ A payroll lax lo help curtail spend¬ 
ing by the high-rcvenue clubs, slowing 
salary growth. 

■ A revenue-sharing formula by 
which the high revenue clubs will con¬ 
tribute to the economic viability of the 
low-revenue clubs, improving competi¬ 
tive balance. 

■ A tax on player salaries in the first 
two years of the plan, raising about $50 
million for their revenue-sharing pool. 

■ The use of a three-man panel to 
decide arbitration cases, rather than the 
often bizarre whims of a single 
arbitrator. 

■ A possible reduction in the union's 
share of the divisional playofrs from 80 
percent to 60 percent. 

■ With all of that and more, it was 
apparently still not enough for some 
hard-line owners on Monday. 

Two issues kept a potential settlement 
on hold. 

■ Barring a major tradeoff in return. 
Owners remained reluctant to restore ser¬ 


vice time to the players for the 75 regu¬ 
lar-season days they were on strike at 
the end of the 1994 season and begin¬ 
ning or the 1995 season. 

■ The refusal of lhe union to waive 
damages and all litigation filed against 
the owners during the strike as a trade¬ 
off for service time. A management 
negotiator said he didn't think this 
would prove to be a deal-breaker, but it 
did produce what he called a "cooling 
off in talks. 

Randy Levine, managements lead 
negotiator, spent three hours updating 
the owners' labor policy committee and 
several more hours in calls to recalci¬ 
trant owners. He met with union leader 
Donald Fehr for only an hour Monday 
night, but Fehr said it would be a mis¬ 
take to read anything into that. 

"From time to lime you need in pause 
for reflection and planning and to meet 
with your own people.” he said. "We'll 
talk to Randy by phone tomorrow morn¬ 
ing and get together again tomorrow 
afternoon." 

Levine said the sides remained 
"within striking distance" of a settle¬ 
ment but “there are still issues to be 
compromised, and if you rush them or 
arc not precise, both sides can suffer." 

The union has said there won’t be a 
deal unless service time is restored, as it 
has been in previous stoppages. 

U's important. Fehr said, "because 
players have short careers, and service 
time relates to eligibility for free agency, 
arbitration, the pension and certain trade 


requirements. If you want peace, you 
put people at the "level they would have 
been (if it hadn't been for the strike)." 

With the addition of the 75 lost days. 
20 more players would be eligible for 
free agency at the end of this season, 
including Chuck Knoblauch. Bernard 
Gilkey. Moises Alou and Alex 
Fernandez. 

This, however, was the longest and 
costliest stoppage yet. and many owners 
21 are needed lo ratify an agreement 
—oppose returning service time without 
a significant tradeoff. 

That tradeoff, in this case, takes the 
form of owners asking the union to drop 
all damage and litigation claims that 
stemmed from the National Labor Rela¬ 
tions Board citing the owners with 
unfair labor practice for illegally declar¬ 
ing an impasse and changing work rules 
in the winter of 1994. during the heart of 
the 234 day strike. 

A union lawyer said the players can't 
waive those damage claims "because 
people were wronged. Some of them 
were young. Some of them arc out of 
baseball now." 

Is there a compromise in the two posi¬ 
tions? Probably. “It’s (rue some owners 
don t want to give up service time, but 1 
think it s something we can talk about 
(with the union)." said John Harrington. 
CEO or the Boston Red Sox and a mem¬ 
ber of the labor policy committee. 

"It's a major issue, but it should not 
be a deal-breaker." ■ 


t 


< 







